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THE Reception Mr. Wilkes's Letters have met 


awith, on their ſeparate Appearance, has induced one 


of his fincereft Friends to preſent the Public with an 
entire Collection of them, as a laſting Monument of the | 


reſolute Stand made for Liberty, againſt Miniſterial 


Oppreſſion and Tyranny, and of the unparalleled ill 


age of the Author; in a Country too, famed for 


Freedom from the earlieſt Records of Time !—This 
is a Preſent which he makes no doubt will be awwell 
received by his Friends in particular, and be no leſs 
agreeable to the Lovers of the Britiſh Conſtitution in 


general; and no ſuch, he really believes, can ever be 


Enemies to Mr. Wilkes. © : 


The Editor's s refiding a frau Miles from the Preſs, 


 avill, tis hoped, be an Excuſe with the Candid 88 


the few Errors that may occur. 


= 
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A COMPLETE COLLECTION 
0 1 


ENUINE PAPERS, LET TERS, c. 


R. Secker preſents his compliments to Mr. 
Wilkes, he has been three times at his 
houſe to wait on him from Lord Talbot. 
Mr. Secker would be obliged to Mr. Wilkes to let 
im know by a note direQed to him at Mr. Hol- 
ord's St. James's Palace, where and what time Mr. 
ecker could ſpeak to him this afternoon. If he 
J Hoes not hear from Mr. Wilkes, will wait on him 
nine o'clock to-morrow morning at his houſe. 


* 
1 


— | 
- 


Sept. 10. Half an hour paſt two o*clock.. | . 
irected to John Wilkes, Eſq; | 


——J —s_—— 


2 


Mr. Wilkes's compliments to Mr. Secker, was 
not acquainted till this minute by his note, that 
Mr. Secker had once called in Great George- 
ſtreet, ſhall be at home from ſeven till eight this 
evening, and as Mr. Wilkes ſhall. be alone, he. 

| w- 


(2) 
« ſuppoſes at ix meeting Mr. Secker will k 


no "company: 


F riday 8 Be 

esse e ee + ++...) Five, Sept. 10 

Directed io Mr. Secker, at Mr. Holford's St 
7 James Palace. 


TR Mr. Secker* 8 compliments te to Mr. Wilkes, he | 


vill wait on him alone this renin between ſe 
ven and eight.” 


"TE 


St. James's. 
Dina to 


0 Wilkes, Eſa; 


$18, 


© As Thave received no anſwer to a letter Iwo. 
© to you on the 25th of Auguſt, and find by ſenc 
ing to your houſe in town that I can have no in 
< mediate opportunity of ſeeing you, I am force 
again by a letter to aſk if you avow or difclai 
being author of the paper entitled the North Br 


ton of the 2 1ſt of Auguſt” *':.  TarBo 
Bolton-ſtreet. Directed to . 
Sept. 10, 1762. . Cor. WILxXI : 


c 

Great Gene dre raue, thee "2 

$ My Lord, bt Rl ;- MW x 

© I beg your Lordſhip to do me the juſtice toe 

< lieve that I have never yet received the letter 
me at Wincheſter, which Mr. Secker tells “t 


131 


* "I * was ſent there a fortnight ago. I have juſt now 
| the honour of your Lordſhip's by that gentleman. 
* Your Lordſhip aſks: if I avow or diſclaim being 
author of the paper entitled the North Briton of 
the 21ſt of Auguſt, My anſwer is, that I muſt 
« firſt infiſt on knowing your Lordſhip's right to 
catechiſe me about an anonymous paper. If 

« your Lordſhip is not fatisfied with this, I ſhall 
ever be ready to give your Lordſhip any other fa- 
" tisfa&tion becoming me as a Oz ce | 


„ 
t. 10 


d's St 


tes, Ii 
en ſe 


Lam, my Lord, 
| Your Lordſhip s moſt obedient, 
humble ſervant, : 3 
Ni Direded to. Jonx Wir aks, 
y ſend Earl Talbot. | 
no in 
1 force — - 


difclai 
rth B 
e My Lord, 
213 Wincheſter, with Lord Effingham? s leave, 
on the ſecond of Auguſt, and did not return to 
zept. I this city till the 12th of this month. My drum- 
major brought me your Lordſhip's letter yeſter- 

ce to H day. I now return it with the ſeal unbroke, as 
letter} the cleareſt demonſtration that I never have read 
tells f the contents ot th. I ſuppoſe they are the ſame with. 

B 2 


. ag hs 1762. 


V1LKE 


| ( 4) 
the letter I had th] onour of TOTES. and an- 


ſwering by Mr. Setter. 
Lam, my Id, N 
Your Lordſhip's moſt obedient, 
„ 4515.55 414-4. vhemble fervant, + 
Directed to | Jo WIIkEs. 
Earl Talbot. c 


= 


| 6 I . 
© I ſuppoſe you have by this time | found the let. 


ter I wrote directed to you at Wincheſter, and 
that hath acquainted you why I addreſſed myſelf 
to Mr. Wilkes, to enquire if the North Briton of 
the 2 1ſt of Auguſt was written by him, I well 
know every gentleman who contributes to ſup- 
port periodical papers by his pen, is not anfwer- 
able for all the papers that appear under the title 
of that which he aſſiſts, but J cannot conceive 
that any man ſhould refuſe to aſſure a perſon who 
hath been the object of the wit of any paper, that 
he was not the author of a paper he did not 
write, Every man's ſenſe of honour ought to 
direct his conduct, if you prefer. a perſonal en- 
gagement to the denying being the author of a 
paper that hath been fo free with my name; 
who am publicly affronted by that paper, cannot 
in honour avoid requiring the ſatisfaction you ſeem 
moſt deſirous to give. Be pleaſed to write or 


« ſend to me as ſoon as you have determined what 
* oy will act. I ſhall be in London Thur 


"al 
Prod 
* „ 


(5) 
* day ad Friday next, and FY day ſe? nnight, af. 
* ter which I ſhall not be infor ** till Thurſday 
* the 23d.) | a eee 15 
* am, Sg; 1 


- Your humble ſervant, -* 
2 > 0h nog | | TaLBOr. 
Bolton- ſtreet | Directed to "464 
Sept. 12 %6ꝶ3. Col, Wilkes: 
. | | Wincheſter. 


| 1 Wincheſter, Sept, 16, 1762 
My load; 7 
I had not till yeſterday the Jones of your 
« Lordſhip” s letter of the 12th, and embrace this 
* earlieſt opportunity of acknowledging it. Your 
« Lordſhip has not yet, in my poor idea, aſter- 
* tained the right you claim of i interrogating me 
about the paper of the 21ſt of Auguſt, and I will 
« firſt know the very good authority on which 1 
am thus queſtioned, before I will return any an- 
« ſwer whateyer. | 
© Your Lordſhip deſires me to write or ſend to 
« you as ſoon as I have determined what part I ſhall 
. Act. I intended my firſt hea ſhould have made 
that ee clear. a | 
„Fam, 5 3 * 
| Your Lr 8 yer humble Ms 
Directed to : pe. - 5 Joux Wir ks. 


Eat Tabor, 
B 3 


46) 


s 1 R. q 

I have this Hog waa your s of the 16th. 
It is your own declaration before men of truth 
and honour that you occaſionally aſſiſted the pa- 
per called the North Briton with your pen, that 
© is the foundation of my interrogating you about 
the North Briton of the 21ſt of Auguſt—and 
< whatever may be your idea, mine is that when a 
< gentieman owns himſelf an occaſional author of 
© an anonymous ſatyrical paper, any perſon by 
name ridiculed in ſuch an hebdomadal perform- 
-* ance- hath a right to aſk the occaſional avowed} 
< writer, if he was the I of the n 
paper. | 
. © You may now, Sir, e my ae or not, 
I have offered to put myſelf upon that footing 
„with you that became a man who hath ſpirit, and 
is influenced by honour if you do not Seay the 
e I muſt and will conclude you wrote it.” 


Your humble ſervant, F 
e Targor. 
Bolton: ſtreet, e rn, to | N 
Sept. 17, 17, rt. Col. Wilkes. g 


Ya Wincheſter 1 21, 98 
e 

7 Sunday? s poſt brought me your Lordſhip? 8 0 

< des 8 and by the return of it this waits 08 


„„ 83 7 4 
TEES 19 * 2 ee 5 * 


- 


 Diretted i 


177 

© You are pleaſed to ſay that it is my own de- 
« claration before men of truth and honour that I 
« occaſionally aſſiſted the paper called the North 
* Briton. I wiſh your Lordſhip had been more ex- 
* plicit, and had mentioned the name of any one 
« gentleman 'before whom I had made that decla- 
ration. Was it made in public? or was it in pri- 
vate converſation ? Still J have the misfortune 
of not yet ſeeing your Lordſhip's right of putting 
the queſtion to me about the paper of the 2 1ſt of 
Auguſt, and 'till T do, I will never reſolve your 
* Lordſhip' on that head, though I would any friend 
© Thavein the world, who had the. curioſity of 
« aſking me, if it was in a civil manner. ED 

* Your Lordſhip ſays that if I do not deny the 
paper, you muſt and will - conclude I wrote it. 
* Your Lordſhip has my free conſent to make any 
concluſions! you think proper, Whether they are 
well or ill grounded; and I feel the moſt perfect 
indifference about what they are, or the conſe» 
s quences of them, 
I intend at preient to make a tour on T hurſ⸗ 
day to the Ifle of Wight. I ſhall return to this 
city the beginning of the next week.“ 


I am, my Lord, 
5 Your Lodlihip' mY 
moſt humble ſervant, 


you dela 014 ta 


a N * 


* 


« 


Earl Talbot. | 
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Wincheſter, Sept. 30, 745 


"RI, x 
* Lord Talbot by your meſſage has at laſt 
brought this moſt important queſtion to the pre- 
ciſe point, where my firſt anſwer to his Lordſhip 
fixed it, if he preferred that. As you have only 
ſeen the two laſt letters, I muſt entreat you to 
caſt your eye over thoſe preceding, becauſe I ap- 


prehend they will juſtify an obſervation or two 1 | 


made this morning, when I had the honour of 
paying my compliments to you at camp. 


ge aſſured that if I am between heaven and 
earth, I will be on Tueſday evening at Tilbury's 
the Red Lion at Bagſhot, and on Wedneſday 


morning will play this duet with his Lordſhip. 
© It is a real ſatisfaction to me that his Lordſhip 


is to be accompanied by a gentleman of Colonel 
Berkeley s worth and honour. Me: 


© This will be delivered to you by my e 
who attends- me to Bagſhot. I ſhall not bring 
any ſervant with me, from the fear of any of 
the parties being known. My piſtols only, or 


his Lordſhip” 85 At his option, mall decide this 


"aa. 


point. 


1 beg * dn of you to return me the let 


© ters, as I mean to leave Wincheſter this even- 


aA 


tl 


ven- 


(9) 
« ing. 1 have Lord Bruce's leave of abſence for 
ten days.” 
I am, with ſincere regard, Sir, 
Tour very humble ſervant, 
| —_— WILKEs, 


I hope that we may make a partie quarrez for 


| ſupper on Tueſday at Bagſhot. 
Directed to 


Colonel Berkeley. 


„» — 


SIR, | 

I have read all the letters and ſhall depend 
upon the pleaſure of ſupping with you at Tilbu- 
« ry's the Red Lion at Bagſhot Tueſday evening. 
* My ſervant wall attend me, as the going alone 
would give room for ſuſpicion, but you may de- 

pend upon his following your direction at Bag- 
* ſhot, and that he ſhall not be ſeen where you 
would not have him— I am much obliged * 

your favourable opinion, and am, | ; 


Four very humble ſervant, 


— 


c ATT 44 N. BZRKELET. 
Camp near Wincheſter, Fe WA 
Sr. 30, n ! 


« Incloſed is the copy of a letter received by! Mr. 
Stanley this afternoon, llt related to o the 1 
the Havannah.] 5 
Directed ts Ca Ro Wil ces. 


(wo) 


te — 


[To theſe letters we ſhall ſubjoin the following 
paper, as it alſo relates to the North Briton. ] 

: To Ear TEMPLE, OR. 1 1762. | 
1 Red Lion at Bagfhot, Tueſday, 
2 — ten at night. | 

— Lokbp, 

I had the honour of tranſmitting to your Lord- 
ſhip copies of ſeven letters, which paſſed between 
Lord Talbot and me. As the affair is now over, 

Lencloſe an original copy of Col. Berkeley's, with 
a copy of mine previous to it, which fixed the par- 
ticulars of our meeting, and therefore remained a 

ſecret, very ſacredly kept od the four perſons con- 
cerned. 

I came here at three this afternoon, and about 
five I was told, that Lord Talbot and Colonel 
Berkeley were in the houſe. Lord Talbot had been 
here at one, and was gone again, leaving a mel- 
ſage, however, that he would ſoon return, I had 

continued in the room where I was at my firſt com- 
ing, for fear of raiſing any ſuſpicion. I ſent a 
compliment to Colonel Berkeley, and that I wiſh- 
ed to ſee him. He was ſoobliging to come to me 
directly. I told him that 1 ſuppoſed we were to ſup 
together with Lord Talbot, whom I was ready to 

attend, as became a private gentleman, and that 
he and Mr. Harris, Mr. Wilkes's Adjutant] as 
our ſeconds, would ſettle the b » neſs of the next 


011 
morning, according to my letter to him from Win- 
cheſter, and his anſwer. Berkeley ſaid, that his 
Lordſhip deſired to finiſh the buſineſs immediately. 
I replied, that the appointment was to ſup toge- 
ther that evening, and to fight in the morning, 
that in conſequence of ſuch an arrangement, I had, 
like an idle man of pleaſure, put off ſome bulineſs 
of real importance, which I meant to ſettle before 
I went to bed. I added, that I was come from 
Mednenham Abbey, where the Jovial Monks of St. 
Francis had kept me up till four in the morning, 
that the world would therefore conclude that I was | 
drunk, and form no faveurable opinion of his Lords 
ſhip from a duel at ſuch a time, that it more be- 
came us both to take a cool hour of the next morn- . 
ing, as early a one as was agreeable to his Lord- 
ſhip. Berkeley ſaid, that he had undertaken to 
bring us together, and, as we were both now at 
Bagſhot, he would leave us to ſettle our own buſi- 
neſs, He then aſked me, if I would go with him 
to his Lordſhip. I ſaid I would any moment he 
pleaſed. We went directly with my adjutant. 
I found his Lordſhip in an agony of paſſion. He 
ſaid, that I had injured, that I had inſulted him, 
that he was not uſed to be injured, or inſulted : 
What did I mean? Did 1, or did I not, write the 
5 " North Briton of Auguſt the 21ft, which affronted 
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(612) 
his Vonovr ? He would know ; he inſiſted on a di. 
rect anſwer: here were his piſtols. I replied, that 
he would ſoon uſe them, that I defired to know 
by what right his Lordſhip catechiſed me about a 
paper, which did not bear my name; that I ſhould 
never reſolve him that queſtion, till he made out 
the right of putting it; and that if I could have 
entertained any other idea, I was too well bred to 
have given his Lordſhip and Colonel Berkeley the 
trouble of coming to Bagſhot. I obſerved, that I 


was a private Engliſh gentleman, perfectly free and 
independent, which I held to be a character of the 
g higheſt dignity ; that T obeyed with pleaſure a gra- 
cious Sovereign, but would never ſubmit to the ar- 


bitrary dictates of a fellow ſabje&, a Lord Stew- 
ard of his Houſhold ; my ſuperior indeed in rank, 
fortune, and abilities, but my equal only in ho- 
nour, courage, and liberty. His Lordſhip then 
aſked me, if I would fight him that evening. 1 
ſaid, that I pteferred the next morning, as it had 
been ſettled before, and gave my reaſons. His 
Lordſhip replied, that he inſiſted on finiſhing the 
affair immediately. I told him that I ſhould very 


ſoon be ready, that I did not mean to quit him, 
but would abſolutely firſt ſettle ſome important bu- 


ſineſs relative to the. education of an only .daugh- 


ter, whom I tenderly loved, that it would take up 


but a very little time, and I would immediately 


after decide the affair in any way he choſe, for had 


ae + A MM -* ©” mt Kuwd 


Au 


— 
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brought both ſword and piſtols: I rung the bell for 
pen, ink, and paper, deſiring his Lordſhip to con- 
ceal his piſtols, that they might not be ſeen by the 

aiter. He ſoon after became half frantic, and 
made uſe of a thouſand indecent expreſſions, that 1 
ſhould be hanged, damned, &c. I ſaid, that Iwas 
not to be frighted, nor in the leaſt affected, by 
ſuch violence ; that God had given me a firmneſs 
and ſpirit, equal to his Lordſhip's, or any man's; 
that cool courage ſhould always mark me, and that 
it would be ſeen how well. bottomed I was. 

« After the waiter had brought pen, ink, and 
paper, I propoſed that the door of the room might 


be locked, and not opened, till our buſineſs was 


decided. - His Lordſhip on this propoſition became 
quite outrageous, declared that this was meer but- 
chery, and that Iwas a wretch, who ſought. his life. 
reminded him, that I came there on a point of 
honour, to give his. Lordſhip ſatisfaction ; that I 
mentioned the circumſtance of locking the door 
only to prevent all poſſibility of interruption, and 
hat I would in every circumſtance be governed, not 
by the turbulence of the moſt violent temper I had 
ever ſeen, but by the calm determinations of our 
two feconds, to whom I implicitly ſabmitted. His 
ordſhip then aſked me, if I would deny the pa- 
per. I anſwered, that I neither would own, nor 
deny it; if I ſurvived I would afterwards declare, 
not before. Soon after he grew a little cooler, and 


| (14) 
in a foothing turn of voice ſaid, I have never, Im 
believe, offended Mr. Wilkes; why has he attack- 10 
ed me? he muſt be ſorry to ſee me unhappy. I aſk-i © 
| ed, upon what grounds his Lordſhip imputed the I tb 
paper to me? that Mr. Wilkes would juſtify any I 
paper to which he had put his name, and would 
equally aſſert the privilege of not giving any an- 


ſwer whatever about a paper which he had not; fe 
that this was my undoubted right, which I was m 
ready to ſeal with my blood. He then ſaid he ad- © 
mired me exceedingly, really loved me, but I was 1 
an unaccountable animal ſuch parts! but would 1 
I kill him who had never offended me ?. &c. &c. &c. 9 
We had after this a good deal of converſation . 
about the Bucks Militia, and the day his Lordſhip In 
came to ſee us on Vycombe Heath, before I was Co- * 
Jonel. He ſoon after flamed out again, and ſaid to N 
0 


me, you are a murderer, you want to kill me, but 
I am ſure I ſhall kill you, I know I ſhall, 3 Cel be 
If you will fight, if you kill me, I hope you will © 
be hanged. I know you will. I aſked, if I was ff 2 
to be killed, and afterwards hanged; that I knew *” 
his Lordſhip fought me with the King's pardon ir 
his pocket, and I fought him with a halter about ſh: 
my neck; that I would fight him for all that, an fir 
if he fell I ſhould not tarry here a moment for the. 
tender mercies of ſuch a Miniſtry, but would dif} © 
realy proceed to the next ſtage, where my vale ho 
de chambrewaited-for me, and from thence I would it 


make the beſt of my way to France, as men of ho- 

our were ſure of protection in that kingdom. He 
ſeemed much affected by this. He then told me, 
that I was an unbeliever, and wiſhed to be killed. 
I could not help ſmiling at this, and obſerved that 


we did not meet at Bagſhot to ſettle articles of 


faith, but points of honour ; that indeed I had no 
fear of dying, but I enjoyed life as much as any 
man in it; that I was as little ſubject to be gloomy, 
or even peeviſh, as any Englithman whatever; that 
I valued life, and the fair enjoyments of it ſo much, 
I would never quit it by my own conſent, except 
on a call of honour. 

« I then wrote a letter.to your Lordſhip, reſpect- | 
ing the education of Miſs Wilkes, and gave you 


my poor thanks for the ſteady friendſhip, with 


which you have ſo many years honoured me. Co- 
lone] Berkeley. took the care of the letter, and I 
have ſince deſired him toſendit to Stowe, for the ſen- 
timents of the heart at ſuch a moment are beyond 
all politics, and indeed every thing elſe, but ſuch 
virtue as Lord FTemple's. _ | 
& When I had ſealed my letter, I told his Lord- 
ſhip I was entirely at his ſervice, and I again de- 
ſired that we might decide the affair i in the room, | 


_ becauſe there could not be a poſſibility of interrup- 
tion; but he was quite inexorable. He then aſced me 


how many times we ſhould fire? I faid, that I left 


it to his choice: I had brought a flak of powder, 


(16) 

and a bag of bullets. Our ſeconds then charged «« 
the piſtols, which my Adjutant had brought. They Mut 
were large horſe piſtols. It was that we ſhould fire Nou 
at the word of command, to be given by one of ho 
our ſeconds. They toſſed up, and it fell to my i int 
Adjutant to give the word. We then left the inn, hu. 
and walked to a garden at ſome diſtance from the 
| houſe: It was near ſeven, and the moon ſhone ady 
very bright. We ſtood about eight yards diſtant, 
and agreed not to turn round before we fired, but 
to continue facing each other. Harris gave the 
word. Both our fires were in very exact time, but 
neither took effect. I walked up immediately to his 
Lordſhip, and told him that now I avowed the pa- 
Per. His Lordſhip paid me the higheſt encomi- 
ums on my courage, and ſaid he would declare 
every where that I was the nobleſt fellow God had 
ever made. He then deſired, that we might now 
be good friends, and retire to the inn to drink a 
bottle of claret together, which we did with great 
good humour and much laugh. His Lordſhip af- 
terwards went to Windſor, Colonel Berkeley and 
my Adjutant to Wincheſter, and I continue here 
till to-morrow morning, waiting the return of my 
valet de chambre, to whom 1 have ſent a meſſen- 
ger. Berkeley told me, that he was grieved for his 
Lordſhip and paſſion, and admired my courage, 
and coolneſs beyond his fartheſt idea; that was 5 Ne 
expreſſion. | 2 5 er 


[ he 


(17) 

have a million of other particulars to relate, 
at T bluſh already at the length of this letter. 
our Lordſhip'will ſoon ſee Colonel Berkeley, and 
hope in a few days to pay my devoirs at Stowe. 
intend to be at Ayleſbury quarter ſeſſions by 
hurſday dinner. . 
« My moſt ae compliments always attend 

ady Temple.” 


it, Jam ever, my dear Lord, 

ut Vour Lordſhip's very devoted, 

he And obedient humble ſervant, X 
ut Joux WILEEsõ. 


his | — | 

da- WW be following are the papers at. to the caſe of 
ni- M.. Wilkes and the 4. 15 Number ff the NOS. 
are Briton. ] -- | = 
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ULLUS Liber Homo capiatur, vel zmpriſo- 
V retur, aut 4% ella. ſarur, de libero tenemento 
d, vel LIBERTATIBUS, vel LIBERIS CONSUE- 
'DINIBUS suis, aut utlageter, aut exulet, aut 
quo modo de eftruatir. Nec ſuper eum ibimur, nec 
er eum mittemus niſi per legale Jjudicium er 
Wy vel per en, Terræ.“ 3 | 

rage > 
his H No freeman may * ende or W 5 
12 fed of his freehold, or LiBgRTIES Or PREB 
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16 18˙% 
„As the apprehenſion and commitment of Joly 
Wilkes, Eſq; member of parliament, to the Towel 
muſt have raiſed the curioſity of many people, . 
| know the cireumſtances attending it, the followin 
detail of ſimple facts (upon which every reader wi 
make his own comments) cannot be unſeaſonab|; 
and are perhaps abſolutely neceſſary to be laid be 
fore the public. 
On Saturday the 30th of April 1763, 2 
the forenoon, three of his majeſty's meſſengers, 
virtue of a warrant from the ſecretary of ſtat 
ſeized on the perſon of the ſaid John Wilkes, Ei 
member of parliament ; of which warrant the f 
Morin is a true copy. 
SGeorge Montague Dunk earl of Halif 
I. 8. viſcount Sunbury and baron Halifax e 
of the lords of his majeſty's moſt hono 
able privy council lieutenant general 
his majeſty's forces 8 roman ſecMWath: 
tary of ſtate. Th | ames 
| | Theſe are in his majeſty's name to _— | 
and, require you-(taking a conſtable to 5 
aſſiſtance) to make ſtrict and diligent ſea 
f;eoor the authors printers and publiſhers of a 
_ ditious and treaſonahle paper intitled the No! 
cusrous, or be outlawed or baniſhed, or any 4 
defrayed. Nor «will awe paſs upon him, nor condl 
Bim, but by the lawful tas of = Nen 
** e, of t the dank. DENG IG we 
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don and them or any of them having found to 


1 apprehend and ſeize together with their papers 
and to bring 1 in ſafe cuſtody before me to be 
vi examined concerning the premiſes and further 
| b dealt with according to law And in the due 
= execution thereof all mayors ſheriffs juſtices 
ly of the peace conſtables and all other his ma- 
11 jeſty s officers civil and military and loving 
ſtat ſubjects whom it may concern ars to be aid- 
5 ing and aſſiſting to you as there ſhall be occa- 
- 


ſion and for ſo doing this ſhall be your war- 
rant Given at St. James's the twenty- ſixth 
day of April i in the third year of his r £ 

reign | | 
no | fegned 85 

— . Dunk Halifax 

than Carrington John Money 
ames Watſon and Robert Blackmore 
our of his majeſty” s meſſengers in ordinary 


N. B. The officers had a verb order to put this 
arrant in execution by entering forcibly into the 
ft aſſpuſe of John Wilkes, Eſq; member of parliaments 
Not midnight; ; and thoſe officers are now threatened 
ich the loſs of their places for not complying with 
010Yich verbal inſtructions. | 

Py On the intimation of Mr. Wilkes, member 6 


rliament, being i in cuſtody, a 3 was made 
2 


(20) 
in the court of common pleas then fitting in Weſt 
niinſer Hall, for a Habeas-Corpus, which was 
granted ; though by reaſon of the Prothonotory' 
office not being open, ſuch Habeas-Corpus coull 
not be ſued out till four o'clock in the afternoon, 

Several gentlemen, friends and acquaintance d 
the ſaid John Wilkes, Eſq; member of parliamen 
applied for admittance into his houſe, which w: 
then peremptorily refuſed by a pretended order fron 
the ſecretary of ſtate; which order, though r: 
| peatedly requeſted, was not or could not be pre 
” > 


As no proper or hal pits; appeared tt to coui 


tenance ſuch refuſal, the gentlemen thought then x 
ſelves no ways obliged-to obey the verbal con hey 
mands of officers acting only under a verbal aiſihn o 
tho: ity ; and entered accordingly without furthę he 
queſtion or moleſtation from he officers. 5 

Mr. Wood, the deputy ſecretary of ſtate, bein rd 
ſent for, demanded the reaſon of ſuch forcible © TTY 


try: it was replied that 20 force had been. uſci 
and that the gentlemen thought themſelves . and 
3 juſtiffed in What they had done. | 
| Soon after this (whether ſent for or not, do 
not appear) Philip Carteret Webb, Eſq; ſolicit 
to. the treaſury, came into the room, and ſonbetv / 
private converſation between him and Mr. Woupe 
having paſſed, the latter aſked, if any gentle 11 
then preſent would attend. or inſpect the office 


( 21 ) 
kile they were ſealing up all papers in the kouſe 
of Mr. Wilkes; or uſed words to that or the like 
— 
Mr. Wilkes having declined accepting of the 
ike offer, no perſon then preſent thought himſelf 
authorized to take upon him ſuch inſpection. 
Notwithſtanding it was known, that the court 
df common pleas had granted an Habeas-Corpus, 
of which fact, Philip Carteret Webb, Eſq; ſolici- 
or to the treaſury, at that time at Lord Halifax's, 
as then well aſſured; yet was the ſaid John 
ilkes, Eſq; member of parliament, commune 
o the Tower of London. | 

His ſolicitor and one of his council, ſoon after 
hey heard of ſuch commitment, went to the Tower 
in order to conſult with the ſaid John Wilkes, about 
he legal methods to be purſued for his enlarge- 
ment, but were denied admittance ; Major Ranſ- 
ord informing them, that he had received orders from 
he /ecretary of fate, not to admit any perſon wwhat- 
ſe ver, to ſpeak with or ſee the ſaid John Wilkes: 
and further informed them, that he had juſt before 
efuſed the right honourable the ear! Temple ſuch 
Wilmittance. 
On Sunday, May t the firſt, the fine gentlemen 
between the hours of twelve and one, called again 
pon Major Ransford, on the ſame occaſion; but: 
ere . denied admittance, as were ſoon after. 

7 5 i; F | Ws. C 3 
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many noblemen and gentlemen of the firſt diſtine- 
tion, and Mr. Wilkes's own brother. - 
After ſuch denial, Mr. Wilkes's ſolicitor de 
manded of the Major a copy of the warrant, under 
which Mr. Wilkes was committed to the Tower; 
which was readily granted by the Major, and oſ 
which the following is a true copy. 
Charles earl of Egremont and George 
Dunk earl of. Halifax lords of his;maje-| 
ſty's moſt honourable privy council and 
principal ſecretaries of ſtate. 
Theſe are in his majeſty's name to authorize 
and require you to receive into your cuſtody 
the body of John Wilkes, eſq; herewith ſent 
you for being the author and publiſher of a 
moſt infamous and ſeditious libel intitled the 
North Briton number. 45 tending to. inflame 
the minds and alzenate the affections: of the 
people, from his majeſty and to excite them 
to traiterous inſurrections againſt the govern- 
ment, and to keep him ſafe and cloſe unti! he 
ſhall be delivered by due courſe of law, and 
for ſo doing this ſhall be your warrant. Given 
at St. James's the 3oth day of April 1763 in 
the ___ year of his. majeſty's _ 


frened 
Egremont 


ls & 
Dunk Halifax I. Sl © 


„„ 
6 the right hon. John Lord Berkley  * 
of Stratton conſtable of his majeſty's' 
ower of London, or to the lieu tenant | 

pf the ſaid Tower or his deputy. | 

Philip Carteret Webb, elq; ſolicitor to the trea- 


ord's room, Mr. Wilkes's council and ſolicitor ap- 
8Þlied to the ſaid Mr. Webb for admittance to the 

Maid Mr. Wilkes, 

Philip Carteret Webb, eſq; defired Major Ranſ- 
ord to allow ſuch admittance, which he would in- 
lemnify ; the Major, with a ſpirit becoming a 
good officer, replied, he could not diſobey orders. 

Philip Carteret Webb, eſq; reanſwered, he be- 
lieved there muſt have been a miſtake in the or- 
ders, and that, if either of the ſecretaries of ſtate 
vere in town, he would apply to them, and ob- 
tain ſuch admittance as aforeſaid, and that he 
ould either fend or bring an order for ſuch admit- 
ance in the afternoon. 

Upon this aſſertion, the ſaid Mr. Wilkes's coun- 
andWcil and folicitor between eight and nine o clock i in 
ven the evening of the ſame day, again went to the 
in Tower and applied for admittance as aforeſaid. 

The Major having received no inſtructions from ei- 
ther the ſecretaries of ſtate, or TRANNY Carteret 

o Webb, eſq; refuſed as before. | 

On the morning of Monday, the ſecond of May, - 
the. court of cqmmon pleas ordered a return to their 
C + 


ury, then being preſent in the ſaid Major Ran” 


4 24 ) 
_ writ of Habeas-Corpus, which return not then ap- 
pearing to the court to be ſufficient, the court or- 
dered, that the ſaid return ſhould not at preſent be 
filed ; but upon motion granted another Habeas- 
Corpus directed to the conſtable and ſo forth of 
the Tower of London, "I 

Mr. Wilkes's ſolicitor and council the ſame day, 
between the hours of two and three, again went 
to the Tower, and made application to Major Ran. 
ford for admittance to the ſaid John Wilkes, eſq 
but were refuſed ſuch admittance, Major Ransford 
declaring that he received no orders from either off 
the ſecretaries of ſtate to that pyrpoſe. There ap- 
peared upon the table of the ſaid Major Ransford 


a written order for him to take down the name: xo 
of all perſons applying for admittance to Colonel = 
Wilkes. 

MAGNA EST VERITAS. 8 
OrDuRs i/ued by the e governor ef the Tower 3 
| reſpecting the detention of John Wilkes, E; bs 
That the warders appointed to keep a cloſe th 
« priſoner, ſhall not preſume to leave him for : ſp 
q moment alone, either night or day, or to change de- 
« their duty, with other warders, but by particu ] 
lar leave or order from the conſtable, lieutenant Bri 
« deputy lieutenant, or in their abſence the major pa; 


; of the Tower. „ N 
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0 They are to permit no perſon to have admit- 
tance into'the room he is confined in, 

to him, but by particular order brought them by 
the Major, or gentleman gaoler.“ 1 

The Major had likewiſe a written order, to take 
own the names of all perſons who applied for ad- 
ittance to Mr. Wilkes. 


7— 


On che morning of Tueſday May 3, Mr. Wilkes 
as brought to the bar of the court of Common 


leas, Weſtminſter, where he made the 3 


” 82 eech. 


„. myſelf happy to be at laſt wa 

before a court, and before judges, whoſe cha- 
racteriſtic is the love of liberty. I have many 
humble thanks to return for the immediate order 
you were pleaſed to iſſue, to give me an oppor- 


tunity of laying my grievances before you. 


They are of a kind hitherto unparalleled in this 
free country, and I truſt the conſequences will, 
teach miniſters of ſcottiſh and arbitrary principles 
that the liberty of an Engliſh ſubje& is not to be 


ſported away with Ys in this cruel and - 


deſpotic manner. 
I Tam accuſed of being the author of the North 
Briton, No. 45. I ſhall only remark upon that 


paper that it takes all load of accuſation from 
the ſacred name of a prince, whoſe family Iove 


(26) | 
and honour as the glorious defenders of the cant! 
of liberty, and: whoſe perſonal qualities are ſ 
<-amiable, great, and reſpectable, that he is de- 
« 'fervedly the idol of his people. It is the peculia 
faſhion and crime of theſe times, and of thoſ: 
© who hold high miniſterial offices in government, 
to throw every odious charge from themſelves 
upon majeſty. . The author of this paper, who- 
ever he may be, has, upon conſtitutional prin 
©-:ctples, done directly the reverſe, and is there- 
fore in me the ſuppoſed author, meant to be per- 


ſecuted according The particular cruelties o H 
my treatment, w than if I had been a ſcot- ind 

s tiſh rebel, this court will hear, and I dare ſay, N 
from your juſtice in due time redreſs. pf v1 
II may perhaps ſtill have the means left me to D 
© ſhew that I have been ſuperior to every tempta- ye 
tion of corruption. They may indeed have flat- III! 
© tered themſelves, that when they found corrup- wy 

0 


© tion could not prevail, perſecution might inti- 

' © midate, I will ſhew myſelf ſuperior to both. 

£0 My papers have been ſeized, perhaps with a hope 

the better to deprive me of that proof of their 

* meanneſs and corrupt prodigality, which it may 

. A in a . 8 be yet in my — H 

to give.” Will 
He then pleaded by his aw Mr. Bagh eant Monel 

Glynn, for his diſcharge, alledging that his com- ¶ am 


WE» 
nitment Was not valid. The debate laſted from 
even O clock till a quarter paſt two; when af- 
er ſeveral learned arguments on bath ſides, he was 
emanded back to the Tower; and his friends had, 
or the firſt time, the opportunity of acceſs to him. 
\t his departure from the hall, the acclamations 
f the people were, Liberty! Liberty! Wilkes for 


ho. ver, and no exciſe! The court then adjourned to 
in- Friday the 6th of May, at which time he was or- 
re. Hered to be brought up again, that the affair r 


de finally determined. 

His friends now had the liberty of 510 him; 
ind perhaps no priſoner in the Tower of London 
yer before, was attended by ſuch an illuſtrious train 
of viſitors. 

During this reſpite. his 1 was pleaſed to 


Ai flue orders to lord Egremont, to remove him from 

at- Nis poſt of colonel in the militia of the county of 

1p Buckingham, which was ſignified to bim in the 

ti-Pollowing letter. 

th. — 

pe id WF a later Pork the earl 5 E nn 70 the | 
| Earl Temple. 


My Lord, „ 
HE king having judged it improper, that John 
ilkes, eſq; ſhould any longer continue to be co- 
{Wonel of the militia for the county of Buckingham, 
n · am commanded to ſignify his majeſty's. pleaſure to 


(28) : 

| your lordſkip, that you do forthwith give the ne 
ceſſary orders for diſplacing Mr. Wilkes, as an of. 
ficer in the- militia for the ſaid county of Butking 
ham. 


Jam with reſpect, 


My Lord, | 
Your lordſhip's moſt obedient 
3 humble ſervant, Ur 
Whitehall, E REMON Trete 
May, 4, 1763. Gir 
To the earl Temple. | | ma 


en from the earl Title to John Wilkes ; . 


IX, 
AT my return laſt night. fo he Tower, I re- 
ceived the incloſed letter from the earl of Egre- 


mont: in conſequence of his majeſty's command tha 
therein ſignified, you will pleaſe to obſerve, that oft 
you no longer continue colonel of the militia for the me, 
county of Buckingham. | ' {We 


I cannot, at the ſame time, help expreſling the has 
concern I feel in the loſs of an officer, by his deport - 
ment in command, endeared to the whole corps. 


I am, Sir, 
Your moſt obedient, | | 
. And moſt humble ſervant, |M- 7 
F TEMu TIL Ma 
Pall Mall, oy T7 8 =y 


May 5, 1763. To John Wilkes, efq; 


KEM 


0 of. a 2 Hem John Wilkes, of; to the. cant 
Temple. 


"My Lord, 


HAVE this moment the honour of your 154. 
ſhip's letter, ſignifying his majeſty's commands that 
nt r mould no longer continue colonel of the militia 

or the county of Buckingham. I have only to 
NT return your lordſhip my warmeſt thanks for the 
| ſpirit and zeal you have ſhewn in the ſypport of 
that conſtitutional meaſure from the very begin- 
ning. - Your lordſhip will pleaſe to remember, that 
J was amongſt the foremoſt who offered their ſer- 
vices. to their country at that criſis. Buckingham is 
ſenſible; and has always acknowledged, that no 
man but your lordſhip could have given ſucceſs td 
that meaſure in our inland county. J am proud 
of the teſtimony your lordſhip is pleaſed to give 
me, and am happy, in theſe days of peace, to leave 
ſo excellent a corps in that perfect harmony, n | 


the 


has from the beginning ſubſiſted. \ 
rt J have the honour to be, 
With unfeigned reſpect, 
My Lord, 
Vour lordſhip's moſt obedient, 
Tower. and moſt humble ſervant, 
. 229. 55 1763. | „„ Wirxts. 


To the Wy Temple. 3 
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LOST 200 . n FP: 


— 


ANL I Jura in omni caſu LI ERFRTATI dant 
Favorem. 


npius et Crudelis judicandus eſt qui rar 
non favet. * Coke Littleton, 


On Friday the 6th of May, Mr. Wilkes wa 
brought up from the Tower to the court of com. 
mon pleas, where (as ſoon as the court was ſeated) 
he made the following ſpeech : 

My Lords, 

FEAR be it from me to regret that 1 bare paſtel 
* ſb many more days in captivity, as it will have 


* afforded. you an opportunity of doing upon ma. 


ture reflection, and repeated examination, the 
more ſignal juſtice to my country. The li- 
s berty of all peers and gentlemen, and what 
touches me more ſenſibly, that of all the middling 
and inferior ſet of people, who ſtand moſt in 
need of protection, is in my caſe this day to be 
« finally decided upon: a queſtion of ſuch impor- 
© tance as to determine at once, whether Engliſh 
liberty be a reality or a ſhadow. Your own 
« freeborn hearts will feel with indignation and 
: compaſſion . all that. load of appreflion under which 
21 have ſo long laboured. Cloſe impriſonment, 
4 the offect of premeditated malice; all acceſs, for 
more than two days denied to me; my "houſe 
E © ranlacked and plunderect; my moſt private and 


61 
ſecret concerns divulged; every vile and malig- 
nant infinuation even of high treaſon itſelf, no 
leſs induſtriouſly than falſely circulated, by my 
( cruel ànd implacable enemies, together. with all 
rig the various inſolence of office, form but a part bf 
ton. c my unexampled 11] treatment. Such inhuman 
« principles of ſtar- chamber tyranny, will, L truſt, 


Wa. 

om. by this court, upon this ſolemn occaſion, be 

ted finally extirpated, and henceforth every innocent 
man, however poor and unſupported, may hope 

to ſleep in peace and ſecurity in his own houſe, 

a unviolated by king's meſſengers, and the arbi- 

Heal. trary mandates of an og ſecretary of 

ave | 

_ « ſtate. 


the I will no Ds delay your jultice. The na- 
tion is impatient to hear, nor can be ſafe or hap- 

-« py till that is obtained. If the ſame perſecution is 

ing after all to carry me before another court, I hope 
-« ſhall find that the genuine ſpirit of Magna Char- 

ta, that glorious inheritance, that diſtinguiſh- 

or: ing characteriſtic of Engliſhmen, i 1s as religiouſly 
liſh © revered there, as:I know it is here, by the great 
wlll © perſonages, before whom I hare now the hap- 
-« pineſs to ſtand ; and (as in the ever-memorable 

ich caſe of the imprijencd biſhops) am independent Jury 
+ of free- born Engliſhmen that will perſiſt to de- 
termine my fate, as in conſcience bound, upon 

uſe 4 ' conflitutional | principles „ ** a Joy of guilty or 


— — 


— -_ 
- * — OY 
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<« ſure you that I feel it far leſs ſenſibly on my oaun 


ah pleaded my cauſe, and in mine (with plea- 
9: fure I ſay it the _ of litersy. Py teftimony 


| (32) 
© not guilty. I aſk no more at the hands aug - of 
2 mee. EPs | le. 
| 8 N 
After which the court proceeded to give their gr 
opinion: and Mr, Wilkes was ordered to be 4% f 
charged. He then addreſſed himſelf to the cour {Wur! 


in the words following : ; 10 
My Lords, . | pin 
ou 


c GREAT as my joy muſt 3 be at the 


« decifion which 2h, court, with a true Spirit of li. 5 
5 berty, has been pleaſed to make concerning the a1 


* unwarrantable ſeizure of my perſon, and all the 


other conſequential grievances, allow me to aſ- 


£ account, than J do for the public. The ſufferings 
of an individual are a trifling object, when com- 


_ © pared with the ae, and J ſhould bluſh to feel 
for my/elf in compariſon with conſiderations of a 


nature ſo !ran/cendently Superior. 0 
I will not trouble you with my poor chanl:s. Im 
„Thanks are due to you from the whole Engliſh Here 
nation, and from all the ſubjects of the Engliſh 

© crown, They will be paid you, together with 
every teſtimony of zeal and affection to he J:arn- Ml M 
* ed ſerjeant, * who has ſo ably and fo conflitution- N 


E Mr. Serjeant Glynn, 4 


(33) 


of my „ gravitnde i is juſtly due to "you, and I 1255 
leave of hs court with a veneration and reſpect, 
v which no time can obliterate, nor can the moſt 
ieir MF grateful heart ſufficiently expreſs.. 


% When Mr. Wilkes had ended, the audience 


vun urſt into an uriverſal bout, which was often re- 
ated. Mr. Wilkes ſtaid ſome time in a room ad- 
dining to the court, in expectation that the crowd 


the creaſed, he went out of the back door of the 
2 »nmon pleas, . and was received by a prodigious 
e 


aultitule of people who attended him, amidſt 


Iuded with bonfires,: Wuminations, and thing re- 


ngs 
, icings. ? 
IM- 5 | 8 
VIVANT REX ET JUDICES RE GIS. 
feel | | 
fa — 


ould diſperſe: at laſt, finding that it continually 


ontinual acclamations, to his own houſe in Great 
Seorge-ſtreet, Weſtminſter. The evening con- 


On Mr. Wilkes's return home from the court of . 
ks. mmon pleas, he ſent the following letter to the 


li ereiaries of ſtate. - 


ich!! Great g en, May 6, I 76 3. 
un- M Lords, 


N my return here from W eſtminſter Hall, where 
have been diſcharged from my commitment to 


— 


D f 


e Tower under your lordſhips warrant, I fnd 
at my houſe has been robbed, and am informed - 


% 


(34) | 

that the ſtolen goods are in the poſſeſſion of one 
or both of your lordſhips. I therefore inſiſt that 
you do forthwith return them to 


' Your humble ſervant, 


DO Joun WILEIS 
Directed to 
| the earls of Egremont and Halifax, hi 
majeſty's principal ſecretaries of ſtate. 
[Next morning Mr. Wilkes in perſon, attend 
only by Mr. Grignion of Ruſſel-ftreet, Covent-Gar 
den, went to fir John Fielding's, in Bow-ſtreei 
and demanded a warrant to ſearch the honſes 0 
the earls of Egremont, and Halifax, his majeſty 
principal ſecretaries of ſtate, for the goods ſtole 
out of his houſe, which he had received inform: 
tion were lodged at the ſaid houſes of the ſecret 
ries of ſtate, or one of them. John Spinnag 
eſq; the ſitting juſtice, refuſed to iſſue the fa 


Warrant. * 


The next day Mr. Wilkes received the follo 
ing anſwer to his letter. 


VFC W May 7, 176 
WE 4 
IN anſwer to your letter. of yeſterday, in wh 
you take upon you to make uſe of the indecent u 


(35) 

turrilbus expreſſions of your having found your houſe 
ad been robbed, and that the flolen goods are in our 
9ſſeſſfon : we acquaint you that your papers were 
eized in conſequence of the heavy charge brought 
zoainſt you, for being the author of an infamous 
and ſeditious libel, tending to inflame the minds, 
nd alienate the affections of the people from his 
majeſty, and excite them to traiterous inſurrections 


one 
that 


gainſt the government; for which libel, notwith- 
nde tanding your diſcharge from your commitment to 
Gar he Tower, his majeſty has ordered you to be pro- 


cuted, by his attorney general. 
We are at a loſs to gueſs what you mean by 
Polen goods but ſuch of your papers as do not lead 
> a proof of your guilt, ſhall be reſtored to you; 
ch as are neceſſary for that purpoſe, it was our 
uty to deliver over to thoſe, whole office it is to 


nag ollect the evidence, and manage the proſecution 
dal ainſt you. 
We are 
Your humble ſervants, 

ollov « EcrEMONT. 

Duxk« Haiirax. 
771 refed tos | 

Mr. Wilkes, 
whut Yak 
at U — 44 | 
D 5 


— 
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136) 
75 this anſwer Mr. Wilkes font the following ne rt 
Fly, Viz. 


Great George-ſtreet, May 9, 1763 
* My Lords, 


LITTLE did I expect, when I was requirin 
from your lordſhips what an Engliſhman ha 
a right to, his property taken from him, 
ſaid to be in your lordſhips poſſeſſion, that 
« ſhould have received in anſwer, from perſons i 
* your high ſtation, the expreſſions of indecent au 
* ſcurrilous applied to my legal demands. I. 
« reſpe& I bear to his, majeſty, whoſe ſervanj 
it ſeems. you ſtill are, though. you ſtand | 
gally convicted of having in me violated, int 
moſt. offenſive: manner, the liberties of all t 
commons in England, prevents my returning y 
« an anſwer in the ſame Billingſgate language. 
« ] conſidered you only 1 in, your private capacitit 
I ſhould treat you both according to your 
« ſests: but where is the wonder that men, 1. 
have attacked the ſacred liberty of the ſubjd 
© and have iſſued an illegal warrant to ſeize | 
« property, ſhould proceed to ſuch libelous « Expt 
« fjons? You ſay, © that Tuch of my papers > 
be reſtored to me, as do not lead to a prod 
„my guilt,” I owe this to your apprehenſion 


Dire 


(37 ) 5 
an action, not to your love of jultice'; and in 
that light, if I can believe your lordſhips aſſur- 
ances,” the whole will be returned to me. I fear 
neither your proſecution nor your perſecution ; 


re- 


705 and I will aſſert the ſecurity of my own houſe, 
the liberty of my perſon, and every right of 

rin the people, not ſo much for my own ſake, as 

bi for the ſake of every one of my Englith fellow 

an 1ubjects. | | 

nat N I am, 

Ns 1 my Lords, 

1 Your humble ſervant, 


| _ oun Wilkes, 
Direfied 70 


the earls of Egremont and Halifax, his 
in 
oY majeſty” s principal ſecretaries of ſtate. 
o: the fir/? day of the /effions of parliament, (Nov. 
* 15 176 3. at Mr. Wilkes made the felling 
cit /32ech.] | 
ur" + Mr. Speaker,” 
„ Vi 
a IrEHINK it my duty to lay before the houſe a 
cb few facts, which have occurred ſince our laſt 
17 meeting, becauſe, in my humble opinion, (which 
1 I ſhall always ſubmit to this houſe) the rights of 
1 all the Commons of England, and the privileges 
1 of parliament have, in my perſon, been highly 


violated. 1 ſhall at preſent content myſelf with 
D 3 


a 


159). 
barely flating the facts, and leave the mode of 
proceeding to the wiſdom of the houſe. 


On the zoth of April, in the morning, I was 
made a priſoner in my own houſe, by ſome of 
the king's meſſengers. I demanded by what au- 
* thority they had forced their way into my room, 
and was ſhewn a warrant in which no perſon was 
named in particular, but generally the authors, 
printers and publiſhers of a.ſeditious and trea-Wi. . 
ſonable paper, entitled, The North Briton, No. 

45. The meſſengers inſiſted on my going befor: 
lord Halifax, which I abſolutely refuſed, becauſe 
the warrant was, I thought, illegal, and did not 
reſpect me. Iapphlied by my friends, to the coun 
« of common pleas, for a Habeas-Corpus, which wa 
granted, but as the proper office was not then 
open, it could not immediately iſſue. I was af. 
terwards carried, by violence, before the earls 0 
Egremont and Halifax, whom I informed of thi 
orders given by the court of common pleas for 
the Habeas-Corpus ; and I enlarged upon tui 


ſabjeft to Mr. Webb, the ſolicitor of the tre: 
ſury. I was, however, hurried away to th : 
Tower by another warrant, which declared m 152 
the author and publiſher of a moſt infamous and calc 
ſeditious libel, intitled, The North Briton, No P : 
* 45. The word treaſonable was dropped, yet | 5 


was detained a cloſe priſoner, and no perſon w 


(39) 


ſuffered to come near me for almoſt three days, 


although my council, and ſeveral of my friends, 
demanded admittance, in order to concert the 


means of recovering my liberty, My houſe was 


plundered, my bureaus broke open, by order of 


two of your members, Mr. Wood and Mr. Webb, 


and all my papers carried away. After ſix days 
impriſonment I was diſcharged, by the unani- 
mous judgment of the court of common pleas, 


That the privilege of this houſe extended to my 


caſe.” Notwithſtanding this ſolemn deciſion of 
one of the king's fuperior courts of juſtice, a 
few days after, I was ſerved with a ſubpœna 
upon an information exhibited againſt me in the 
king's bench. I loſt no time in conſulting the 
beſt books, as well as the greateſt living autho- 
rities; and from the trueft judgment I could 


form, I thought that the ſerving me with a ſub- 


pena was another violation of the. privilege of 
parliament, which I will neither deſert nor be- 


tray, and therefore I have not yet entered an ap- 


pearane. 


I nos / ſtand in the judgment of the houſe, ſub- 


mitting, with the utmoſt deference, the whole 


caſe to their juſtice. and wiſdom, and beg leave 


to add, that if after this important buſtneds ' has 


in its full extent been maturely weighed, vou 
ball be of ono, that Iam intitled to Privi- 
b 7D 4 \ 


( 40 9 
e. hs, 4 mall then be not only ready, but taperh 
© deſirous, to wave that privilege, and to put my: 
o  felf upon a jury of my countrymen.” 


— * 


Mr. Willess letter to Mr. Martin. 

| Great Geargesfiqeit, eſiminſter, Mon. 106 
51, 
* YOU complained yeſterday before five hundre( 
< gentlemen, that you had been fabbed in the dar 

© by the North Briton, but I have reaſon to belien 
vou was not ſo much in the dark as you affeRtel 
and choſe to be. Was the complaint, made be 
fore ſo many gentlemen, on purpoſe that the 
x might interpoſe? To cut off every pretence 0 
« Ignorance as to the author, I whiſper in your ez 
c that every paſſage in the North Briton, in whid 
you have been named, or even alluded to, wa 
« written by 


28 — — — yg 


Your humble ſorvant, | 


 Jonn WILEIS 


I 


Mr. Martin” s 2 wer. 
91 Abingdon -freet, Now. 16, 176 

is 8. 1 R, 
* AS 1 aid in the Houſe of Commons yeſterda 
that the writer of the North Briton, who h: 
« ſtabbed me in the dark, was a cowardly, as we 


ill 


N 
as a malignant and infamous ſcoundrel; and 
your letter of this morning's date, acknowledges 
that every paſſage of the North Briton, in which 
I have been named, or even alluded to, was 
written by yourſelf, I muſt take the liberty to 
repeat, that you are a mai;gnant and infamous 
ſcoundrel, and that I deſire to give you an op- 
portunity of ſhewing me whether the epithet of 
cowardly was rightly applied er not. 
| © deſire that you may meet me in Hyde Park 
immediately, with a brace of piſtols each, to de- 
termine our difference. 
© I ſhall go to the ring in Hyde-Park, with my 
piſtols ſo concealed that nobody may ſee them; 
and I will wait in expectation of you one hour. 
As I ſhall call in my way at your houſe to deli- 
ver this letter, I propoſe to go from thence di- 
realy to the ring in Hyde-Park, from whence 
we may proceed, if it be neceſſary, to any more 
private place; and I mention that I ſhall wait 
an hour in order to give you full time to meet 
me. — - | ITY 
| I am, Sir, f 

Your humble ſervant, 


zeffy 


KES 


| SAM, MarTin, 
The circumſtances of the duel related by Mr. 
ilkes are as follow: when the gentlemen met in 
Hyde-Park, they walked together for a little 


(642) 
while to avoid ſome company, which ſeemed com. 
ing up to them. They brought each a pair of pil: 
'tols. When they were alone, the firſt fire was fron 
Mr. Martin's piſtol. Mr. Martin's piſtol miſſed 
Mr. Wilkes, and the, piſtol in Mr. Wilkes's hand 
flaſhed in the pan. The gentlemen then each took 
one of Mr. Wilkes's pair of piſtols. Mr. Wilke 

miſſed, and the ball of Mr. Martin's piſtol lodged 
in Wilkes's belly. Mr. Wilkes bled immediately 
very much. Mr. Martin then came up and de- 
fired to give him all the aſſiſtance in his power, 
Mr. Wilkes replied, that Mr. Martin had behavel 
like a man of honour, that he was killed, and in. 
ſiſted on Mr. Martin's making his immediate eſcape, 
and no creature ſhould know from Mr. Wilkes how 
the affair happened. - Upon this they parted, bu 
Mr. Martin came up again in two or three minute 
to Mr. Wilkes, offering him a ſecond time his al. 
ſiſtance, but Mr. Wilkes again inſiſted on his go- 
ing of, Mr. Martin expreſſed his concern fo 
Mr. Wilkes, ſaid the thing was too well known by 
ſeveral people, who came up almoſt directly, and 
then went away. Mr. Wilkes was carried home 
but would not tell any circumſtance of the caſe 
till he found it ſo much known. He only ſaid u 
the ſargeon, &c. that it was an affair of honour 
The day following Mr. Wilkes imagining him. 
ſelf in the greateſt danger, returned Mr, Marti 
Bis letter, that no evidence might appear againf 


i 


(43) 
m; and inſiſted upon it with his relations, that 


fp caſe of his death no trouble ſhould be given Mr. 

fr SW artin, for he had behaved as a man of honour. 

uſed Mr. Martin not at the ſame time returning Mr. 

2 ilkes's letter, occaſioned ſomebody to remark, 
00 


That in all probability it was kept in order to be 
made uſe of as a proof of Mr. Wilkes being con- 


marker, that I can account for this behaviour 
Mr. Martin no more than I can for his tamely 
2aring above eight months the abuſe upon him. 
[as he been all this time (Sundays not excepted) 
actiſing at a target? that report is confirmed by 
Il his neighbours in the country. Yet, after all, 
e did not venture to ſend to Mr. Wilkes, but be- 
re five hundred gentlemen, ready to interpoſe, 
emed to intend to begin a. quarrel, I ſuppoſe, 
at it might end there. Mr. Wilkes choſe coolly, 
d take it up the next morning, by a private letter 
d Mr. Martin, who inſiſted on piſtols, without 
aming the ſword, though the choice of weapons 
as, LA the laws of honour, in Mr. Wilkes, | 


11 from Dr. Brockleſby to Mr. Wilkes. 35 


Dear Sir, | 
ATE laſt night I received. the incloſed letter 
om my moſt ingenious and e friend Dr. 


A LA v3 0 


cerned in the North Briton.” I own, ſaid the 


| (44) 
der of the houſe of commons, to report upon you 
caſe on the 19th of January; I am therefore to er 
treat you, to fix the hour for our attendance 4 D 
your houſe on Monday, and I will take care to a 
point Dr. Hebberden and Mr. . and Mare 
Hawkins, 

I am, dear Sir, 
Your moſt obedient 
| humble ſervant, _ en 
. | RICHARD BROCKLEsSBY 
_ Norfolk-ftreet, 
| Sunday morning, 
Dec. 18, 1763. 


_——— 


Letter "fre Dr. Hebberden to Dr. Brockleſt = 


wwhich was the incloſed letter abovementioned. 
Dear Sir, | Ceciliſtreet, Dec. 118" 
AN order of the houſe of commons is come to Mr 
Hawkins and me, to attend Mr. Wilkes from tim? 
to time in order to obſerve the progreſs of the cure, 
and to make a report to the houſe, together wifi en 
you and Mr. Graves. You will oblige us by ac- 
quainting Mr. Wilkes with this; and if you wil 
let us know at what time you intend to ſee Mr. 
Wilkes on Monday, we will be ready to meet you 
there. Mr. Hawkins deſires that the appointmen 


may be for ſome hours after twelve. "© kin 
I am, Sir, + og nit 
Your moſt humble ſervant, MM. 


W. HrBBERDEN 


/ 


831 


DEN, 


0 45) 
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4 card from Mr. Wilkes to Dr. Hebberden. 
HR. Wilkes preſents his compliments to Dr. 


3 ebberden, and is duly ſenſible of the kind 


are and concern of the houſe of commons, nat 
ly for his health but for his ſpeedy recovery. 
e is attended by Dr. Brockleſby, of whoſe inte- 
rritv and ability he has had the experience of many 
ears, and on whoſe {kill he has the moſt perfect 
ellance. Mr. Wilkes cannot but ftill be of opi- 
ion, that there is a peculiar propriety in the choice 
e at firſt made of Dr. Brockleſby, for the cure of. 
vhat is called a gun-/hot wound, from the circum- 
ances of the doctor's having been ſeveral years 
phyſician to the army; but at the ſame time enter- 
ains a real eſteem for Dr. Hebberden's great me- 
rit, and though he cannot ſay that he wiſhes to 
ſee the doctor at preſent, he hopes that he ſhall be - 
vell _ to beg that honour to eat a bit of mut- 
WY _- * 2 


Mondey, Dee. FT I 5 | Great e 


4 card from Mr. Wilkes to Mr. Hawkins. 
MR. Wilkes preſents his compliments to Mr. Haw 
kins, He ſome time ago, from motives of humh- 
nity, - readily conſented, at the requeſt of Mr. 
GT receive the-vifits of Pr. Hebberden and 


(46) 
Mr. Hawkins. He is now acquainted that thei 
nour Mr. Hawkins intends him, of a viſit, to-da 
is not at the deſire of Mr. Martin; and therefor 
he begs that it may be deferred 'till he is man 
capable of enjoying company. He has every re; 
ſon to continue perſectly ſatisfied with the condul 
of Mr. Graves, a military ſurgeon of eminencli 
who extracted the ball; he hopes, in a few week 
to be ſo well recovered, as to be able to receive M 
Hawkins in Great George-ſtreet : and ſhall be in 
patient for an opportunity of ſhewing the jul 
regard he will ever pay to fo OG ©. a. ch 
racter. 


Monday, Dec. 8 


Letter from Mr. Wilkes to Dr. Brockleſby 
Great George-ftreet, N Dec. 1 95 „ 176 


Dear Sir, 

I HAVE the favour of your 8 and of th 
Papers ineloſed. I think you are rather deficie 

in politeneſs, that you- do not congratulate you 

friend on the ze and ff ngular honour done him | 

the houſe of commons, in appointing a. phyſician and 
urgeon to attend him. The lerds ſet them ſuch a 
example, by ordering the phy/ician and /urgeen d 
a member of the other houſe to their bar, to. 
examined concerning his ſtate of health,. I 
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efore received other unmerited obligations fror 
eir lordfhips, and the old friendſhips of Lord 
andwich, though I own I was rather put to the 
Sluſh 4 their publiſhing to the world what they 
retended was found [perhaps put] among the 
ings ſtolen from me. If a man makes a private 
ſay on woman, ſhould all the world fee it? is a 
eatiſe againſt the ſpleen or the dium vitæ, ſo 
angerous as now to become a ſtate- crime for the 
ognizance of our preſent —] rulers, or rather 
PHE Has the naſty gummy, blubbering, 
ver-grown boy of a lord, as barbarous and bluſ- 
ring as tne north, has he likewiſe received his 
rders to denounce to the commons a laughable poem, 
s a horrid crime to make all good chriſtians ſhud- 
er? are the moſt wretched and impĩous lines, to be 
"eed, that a work which idolizes the ſex, may be 
:ought into judgment before the crafty Scot, who 
ever loved any woman, and who— 

This laſt act of the commons ſeems almoſt to per- 
ct the ſcene, and quite overwhelms me with gra- 
cientude. Yet though TI am a young member, I can- 


liſhed forms of parliament have in the preſent 
: anWaſe been laid aſide, as if order had taken leave of 
he houſe with good old On/low. The courſe of 
uſineſs has always been, that affairs of importance 
ould previouſly go to a committee, The affair you 
ave mentioned is of ſo much real conſequence, 


ot but obſerve and lament, that the antient, eſta- - 
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iat i it ſiduld (in my opinion) have been refer 
to tauo committees. Firſt, it ſhould have gone 

the committee of 'ways and means,. to contrive hy 
the fate phyfician and ſurgeon can get into my hou 

Secondiy, to the commitree of ſupply, to vote the fe 
due to the gentlemen for: their attendance ; but 
have public @conomy: ſo much at heart, (though 
make no parade of it) that I will. ſave the natic 
that expence; for IL. will. not ſuffer. either of the! 
to enter my doors. 

The commons, like true tontitry 3 ſeem| 
have an overflowing of. kindneſs for me, which 
very apt to ſurfeit: and yet like the others, .ſom 
times in the fame moment, they fail in a point 
good breeding, even to one of their own member 
The hou/e deſires Dr. Hebberden and Mr. Hawki 
to come to me, but forgot to deſire me to receiy 
them, and I-mait certainly will not. 

Surely, my dear Sir, . this matter has been to 
| lightly determined upon by the honourable hui 
It is pretty well known that I have already a 5% 
cian and furgeon,.. whoſe characters the. foul brei 
of {lander never reached, and whom I confide in an 
love. Why ſhould I admit any others ? am I to cot 
ſent to an unjuſt ſlur upon gentlemen, with whom 
have all the reaſon in the world to be-ſatisfied ? ſh: 
J concur in ſuffering party madneſs to fix a vile ſo 
picion, where I know that it ought not to reſt? 
will never countenance: ſo: ſhameful-a proceediij 
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mour, juſtice, gratitude, private IE 
qually forbid it. ; 

My brother members ſeem quite wild in their 
age. They would force a phy/ician and ſurges 
bon me, When I have one of each already, and 
hey forget that my dear friend and chaplain 
HURCHILL has left me for ſome time. Would it 
ot therefore have looked better, if theſe obliging 
riends had ſhewn ſome regard to my ſpiritual eon- 
erns, and had ordered their own chaplain, the very 
arneil brother of the very conſeientious merchant, 
nd of the very acute ſecretary to attend me; or 
hey might perhaps have prevailed :on the gn 

r. Kidgell, He is ſo ready to every laudable 
and luerative) work, he would not, L believe, have 
#fitated. You might, in time, have had ob/erwa- 

ng on iy convention and apoſtleſbi p, | though I 'hope 

ot in a way to make you doubt of the Whole; at 
aſt you would have heen ſure of a sBRIIES or 

rns in the LeDaGrn, the profits to be divided 

etween the faid :Kidge!l and chis partner Mac-Fa- 

hn, according to theiſaid Liagell's former plan. 1 
ink the /ords too ought to have conſidered this 
portant point chaplainſaip,'and lord Sandwich, or 
drd Le Deſpencer, or ſome other pious lord, ſhould 
ave moved:torfend me a divine legation.of the bifep 
Cloncofter. Thavesbeen {aid to have doubts. I 
ally have none. If. I had, that ort baden biſnop 
ould ſurely be able to remove them; only I ſhould 
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fear, that for every one of mine he carried aua, 
he would leave ten of his own behind with me, | 
might likewiſe be treated with quaint perſuaſing 
to continence. It could never come more @ pron, 
i nor with a greater probability of ſuccels, for tha 
cold, frozen virtue of chaſtity, the virtue of ag 

not of youth, ſeems likely to be as much my po 
tion this year, as it has been the pedant's throug 
every year of his life . His virtue is fixed as in, 
Fro, beyond all the powers of genial ſpring, ori 
moſt luſcious wife, mine I truſt will :haw, melt, a 
reſolve itſelf to ſprightly deau long before the fil 
breath of zephyr. 
Alfter all, my dear doctor, I HAY I bell 

admit the ſtate-phyſician and ſurgeon without an 
| danger of a Ruſſian hemirrhoidal cholic, but I 
not do any thing on compulſion Hal. I do not ſi 
pect either of them in the leaſt to reſemble a Talk 
a Martin, a Forbes, or a Dun. On the _—_— 
they are both amiable men, and therefore I 
you would bring 1 them here to dinner 25 ſoon 2 
ſhall get a little better, for, at t proſent, = th 


9 Ale of the ans Pn a ts AY 
| | blind?“ 
That way a Warburton could never find. 
| Eſſay on woman, ep. 4. 1.4 


The firſt line; is 1. 19. of oP. n 
ed en nan. WET e 774. een 
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"me, I ſhould ſear they would place tliemſelves, 
y authority, one on the right, and the other on the 
ec hand, of their poor patient, and, like Sancho's | 
Jofor with his wand, forbid my taſting any thing 
ogled, or rather /qainted at. 

I am alone; if you are diſengaged, I wiſh you 
o come here at four, and I will give you half of 
ny boiled chicken. We never can want food for 
aughter, while in the phraſe of the /ly Fox, George 
"vowel has the conduct of the houſe of commons. 
Jam ever, my dear Sir, 

5 Your affectionate humble F.C. 

JohN WIL EEs. 


[Fhile Mr. Wilkes lay dangerouſly ill of his 
ound, it was given out by the advocates for the 
iniftry, that as ſoon as he came to the houſe he 
ould be expelled : of courſe therefore a vacancy 
ould happen for the borough of Ayleibury which 
T repreſented ; and ſomebody put the AW | 
aragraph i in the London Evening Poſt: 


Extract of a Jetter from Ayleſbury, Dec. 1. 
WE have had great canvaſſing here ſince there 
has been a talk of expelling Mr. Wilkes. Sir 
William Lee has been very buſy i in behalf of his 
friend the Captain; but it is not believed he 
will fucceed, becauſe it is very ungenerous and 


ungentleman-like, in ſuch a particular caſe as 
E 2 


AY) 
« this, to ſolicit intereſt to'ſucceed a man before 
is certainly known whether he will be expelled 
; Which n g letter. 


„ 


Fe the printer of the London an Evening Pot. 


8 1 R, 
HAVING ſen in your paper of laſt Saturday int 
reflection upon me, for having intereſtèd myſel 
behalf of a friend, upon the ſuppoſition of a 

cancy likely to happen for that Borough, I de 
you to inform ybür ahDοHͤopus cbrfeſpondent, t 
'F have doe nothing therein, or upon any occaſ 
whatever, that I am-not-ready to vindicate a 
enen to any one that ſhall e it. 

Hartwell, | 12 ü n Boa 
Dec. 6, 1763. 67% 151 l „W. 
Although Mr. Wilkes was very innen: ef > | 
ragraph alluded to, yet he could not help 'tak 

notice of ſo extraordinary a letter; and imi 
diately 2 Ao eanit Ama ET F777 


To Sir William * 5 l in the ang 
Buels, Burt. 


at 1: 
70 
ler 
du a 
d 2 
yleſ 


«.:$; I . | | 
GIVE me leave to congratulate you on * 
ing commenced authör, and the London En 
Pa, on the great acquiſition male of ſuch tu 
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your's for that paper. E doubt not of your foon 
dancing all the other minifterial writers; and 
ough you may not regularly on Saturday nights 
we your pay counted out to you, yet ſome little 
ug ſine- cure, or a miniſterial mandate to a coun- 
for what you were very lately ſo aukwardly gap- 
g after, (though thank heaven you were diſap- 
inted):may, in the end, recompenſe your labours. 
I muſt, however, recommend to you, rather more 
mper, you fart. too furiouſly ; you ſhould firſt 
y with bended reins, then urge by degrees more 
pidly, and at laſt try the whole fury of the courſe. 
s 2 young man, you are intitled to portion, but 
du ſhould have laughed at an idle paragraph in a 
2ws-papet, in which your cREAT name is not at 
gth. Did the conſcientiouſneſs of having me- 
ted that little ſatire, ſting you ? I have a right to aſk 
ou 3 for in your curious letter, you ſay I have done 
thing therein, or upon any occaſion whatever (bravo! 
. LEE de ſeipſo) that] am not ready to windicate as 
gentleman ta any one THAT (not who) hall require it. 
ow I will only remark, That, that that worthy ba- 
net urges it the very pink of chivalry, and is that + 
atis very brave. Bat do you mean to vindicate it 
y your pen or your favord? if by your pen, as you 
ter to indicate it to any one, I A. B. beg to aſk . 
du a few queſtions. . Was it conſiſtent with honour 
d humanity to begin a canvaſs i in the borough of 
Nelbury, when there was no certainty of any va- 
E 3 


urs 
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. eancy, and the preſent member lay dangerouſſ) 
111. from an affair of honour ?. Was. this chriſtiay 
like, pouring oil into his bleeding wounds; or, 
was it not, as far as you could, planting thorns 
under a fick man's ;pillow ? Was it fair, candid, 
or juſt, ordering application to be made to one a 
the returning officers, who is Mr. Wilkes's tenant! 
Have you ever had any provocation from M. 
Wilkes? Have you not always been upon terms ol 
civility with him? Juſtify then to the world, tb 
propriety, the RA „or even the humanity « ji 
YU: conduct. 6 e 
But, confi I miſtake you, and you meant t 
enk it by your /averd.: You have juſt begun 4 
 inking your maiden pen, and you might poſſibiii me 
mean at the ſame time to contrive. to fe/> your mai 
den ſword. Pray be explicit, and let me know ij 
you meant to ſend 2. challenge to all the world þ 
the London Evening Poſt. Was ever any: Leg olen 
truly noble and great 

But I tire you and myſelf : 1 mall e con 
clude,. with only begging of you, that, inſtead « 
beginning ap diſturbances at, Ayleſbury, ys 
would keep. your own little pariſn of Hartwell; D. 
quiet, and be reconciled to a worthy clergymal ſel; 
who never offended you, and hom your good. 
ther cheriſhed, and honoured, , 4:44 64 Hat en 


. Hart, ee ty Fs 1 S669, bo 
Dec. * 1753 f », , 4% pone 


055% 
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e Mar paper: relate to the & attempt aubich be | 
8 Ar. Dun, made on Mr. Wilkes's 8 Le. 


d che King s ** oHN WI LKEsS, of Ane 
i Bench. in the county of Bucks, eſq; 
nt! Titthew Brown, ſervant to the ſaid Mr. Wilkes, 
Md Mathias Darly, of the pariſh of St. Anne, Soho, 


the liberty of Weſtminſter, engraver, ſeverally 
tke oath; and firſt, the ſaid John Wilkes for 
zmſelf faith; That he this deponent verily believes 
at he is in danger of his life, from the wicked, 
alicious, revengeful, and unprovoked menaces 
one Alexander Dun, who (this deponent 1s in- 
rmed) is à Scotch officer; and between eleven 
d twelve of the clock laſt Tueſday evening de- 
anded entrance into this deponent's houſe in 
reat George- ſtreet, Weſtminſter, and threatened 
olence to his perſon; and this deponent further 
id, That about nine of the clock this morning 
received the letter hereunto annexed, marked 
Y which this deponent i is informed, and verily be- 
yes, is of the hand-writing of the ſaid Alexan- 
wehr Dun: and this deponent, Matthew Brown, for 
maimſelf ſaith, that he ſaw a perſon at the time firſt 
ove- mentioned make ſeveral very rude and vio-' 
nt endeavours to come into the houſe of the ſaid' 
Fr.. Wilkes; and upon his being refuſed by this 
ponent, threatened revenge to Mr. Wilkes, and 
| E 4 
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(/56 
alſo to this deponent; and by the beſt deſcriptin 
and information which this deponent has been ab 
to collect, he believes the ſaid perfon's name 
AlexanderDun:: and this deponent Mathias Dai 
for himſelf ſaith, That he this deponent did yeſter 
day write to Mr. Wilkes the letter hereunto a 
nexed (B) the contents of which are true, and 
the Scotch officer therein alluded to is the fai 
Alexander Dun: and this deponent further ſail 
That he is not moved by any malice or reſentmei 
againſt the ſaid Alexander Dun, but thought it l 
duty as a member of ſociety, to make the abc 
intimations to Mr. Wilkes, in order that he mig 
| Concert the neceſſary meaſures for his ' perſon 
| ſafety. And therefore the ſaid John Wilkes crair 
fureties of the peace againſt the ſaid Alexand 
Dun, not out of hatred or malice, but merely fi 
853 e of his life and perſon from dang 
nb _Joun Wirkes, 
MarrHEW Browy 

MarRIASs DaRLr. 

The deponent John Wilkes ſworn at his houſe i 
© Great George; ſtreet, Weſtminſter, he being i 
difpoſed, the 8th day of December, 1763, þ | 
fore me, 


Marthevr Brown ind Mathias — — 
| Great Ormond-ſtreet, the Ae Phe te cembaſWance 
Ni defore- - $36! to U en 

4 | E. Waue 


FRN. Tandem, Dev. 8, 1763. 

6 J have ſomething of conſequenee to communi- 

e to you, E ſhould be glad to know what time 
uld be moſt convenient for me to call upon yon 
; day, I called once before and was refuſed ad- 
tance. Be ſo good as fend me an anſwer by my 
nt who will wait for it. Lieutenant Crockat 
dragoons, who is now in Scotland, defires his 
mpliments to you for the many civilities ſhewn 
when he was quartered near your country-ſeat ; 
may be aſſured that many of the Seatch have 
Ee? for you, and none of them more ſo 

1 d n and obedient ſervant, 


ALEX. Dux. 


Direct to me at Mr. Whyte's, peruke-maker, 
tenant of marines. | 
To John Wilkes, eſq; 

„ 


e ETIITER "Londen; Der, 72 1763. 

SHOULD not 40 my duty if I did not acquaint 
du that the young Scotch officer, that wanted en- 
ance at your houſe, is a villain, and his inten- 
ons are of blackiſh dye. I had been in his om 


* 
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pany for near four hours That part of our cot 
verſation that relates to you, conſiſted chiefly i 
his intentions of maſſacreing you the firſt opports 
nity, and that there was thirteen more gentleme 
of Scotland of the ſame reſolution, and confed 
rates of his, who was reſolved to do it, or die 1 
the attempt. . Laſt night, when your trial 
over, the gentleman at the coffee-houſe quitted th 
room that I was in (on account of the ſhouts i 
the Hall) and left the Scotch hero and I togethe 
but I abruptly left the room, and went after th 
_— to Great George-ſtreet, and on hearing 
noiſe at your door, I went up, and, to my gre 
ſarpriſe, ſaw: the Scotchman a- trying for entrance 
I knocked and had admittance, which enraged thi 
hero ſo much, that he ſwore revenge againſt ti 
ſervant, and was very troubleſome; when I wen 
out, I heard a gentleman. taking him to taſk upa 
his vowing revenge on you or your ſervant, . upalſari: 
which I told the gentleman. a ſmall part of what! 
knew, and he put him in the hands of two watch 
men, and ordered him to the roundhouſe, but: 
the corner of Great George-ftreet, J am told, Wſ*% 
was reſcued, and ran away. There was converl; 
tion paſſed between him and the company that! 
not ſafe to communicate by letter : his principle 
and zeal make it unſafe for ſuch an abandone 
wretch to be at large. Your own difcretion, 


de, 


in! 
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coe, will dan you to e iny thing that may” 
17 0 N 

ou 1 am, with all reſpeR, * 
Gi, 95 . your's 


fed: 5 *. M. Diary? 
lie ro Mr. Wilkes, Cranborn- alley, 
eat George: ſtreet. 5 Leiceſter- fields. | 
ts u 5 
the, 6 ons Lo 
r . Wiruor. | ES: 
keg KJ HEREAS I have received 

o wit, information on the oath of 


nc n Wilkes, eſq; Matthew Brown, and Mathias 
ly, That one Alexander Dun, between eleven and 
lve'o'clock on Tueſday evening laſt, demanded 
rance into the houſe of John Wilkes, and threat- 
d violence to his perſon ; and hath ſince, in the 
aring of Mathias Darly, declared his intention to 
acre the ſaid John Wilkes the firſt opportuni- 
; and therefore the ſaid John Wilkes craves ſure- 
of the peace againſt the ſaid Alexander Dun, 
t out of hatred or malice, , but merely for the pre- 
ation of his life and perſon. from danger. FE 

Theſe are therefore to will and require, and in 
maß jeſty's name, ſtrictly to charge and command 
u, and every of you, upon fight hereof, to ap- 
chende Land tace the ſaid Alexander Dun, and 
ing him. before me, or one other of the juſtices of 


4 


| 
; 
s 
q 
| 
: 
| 
| 
| 
: 


4 end he may become bound with ſufficient ſure 


to anſwer the premiſes, and, in the mean time, 
keep the peace, and be of good behaviour 
_ . wards all his majeſty's ſubiects, eſpecially tow: 
the faid John Wilkes; and hereof fail not at . 


1 and all others whom theſe may concern. 


ſaid Alexander Dun, he came punctually at the tin 


AS there is to be publiſhed by fableriptios i 
lieutenant Alexander Dun of marines, . a book e 
tituled, The hiſtory of a reduced officer, with z 


<6.) 
„. wehen rent of King's Bench, if taken i 


near the cities of London or Weſtminſter, oth 


wiſe before ſome juſtice of the peace living ne 
the place where he ſhall be herewith taken: tot 


for his perſonal appearance, in his majeſty,s cy 
of King's Bench, on the firſt day of Hillary ten 


, Ima 
Given under my hand and ſeal this eig 


day of December, 1763. 


To Richard Elſton my tiꝑſtaff, and to al chief v 
petty conſtables, head-boroughs, tythingn 


Mr. Wilkes having appointed ſeven in the en 
ing, on Thurſday laſt, for' an interview. with 


when he was apprehended in nnr of 4 
2hove warrant. 


[The following 1s taken "EY 2 paper that u 
. circulated by Mos, Dun, with ſome rem: 
_ thereon. ] 


(%) 

46 Ralf. pe 6Mecrs, andi tb officers entering the 
a point explained concerning the ſea and 
tine bMAcers : interfperſed wich various Se 
; onthe fair fex. | 


uo ſemel off bu: recens « furvabit, Pm 
Odorem 7. e ur. - 


d which is added, ſome advices to, and tee 
ns * Mr. Wilkes's behaviour to the Scotch 
tion. | 

++, The author 3 of at the Patlia- 
ent- tavern, near Weſtminſter-hall, or at St. Cle- 
nt's coffee houſe in the Strand, if any 1 
en ehuſe to ſubſeribe. - 

Mr. Dun has had ſo- much encouragement al- 
ady from the nobility and quality, both in Bri- 
in, and-in-forezgn countries, in this: publication, 
lat he would not have made it public had it/ndr 
cn for an aceident which e lately, now 
be explained. | 
As Mr. Wilkes is einer his tivarile, he 

ought it incumbent upon him to wait upon Mr. 

ilkes to ſee whether or not the diſſentions betwixt 
ie e Engliſh and Scotch nations [hat are theſe di/- 
P -mbbody ever heard of them] reported to be 
cakoned by him were from real or imaginary 
auſes. He had an offer of being introduced to 
r. Wilkes by ſeveral differentgentlemen [WHO?] 
ad on en mn Etur een went 


1, 6 


- 1 


h a 
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for that purpoſe, but was refuſed admittant 
was diſappointed next day by breach of appoi 
ment ¶ V hal appointment ?] and on, Thurſday ma 
ing wrote Mr. Wilkes the following letter, whi 
was ſent by his rennt. 


To. JOHN WILKES, Bs | 


8 1 R, „ 1 HOI Dec. 8, 1 


6 AS I have ſomething of conſequence to comm 
s nicate to you, I ſhould be glad to know 
time would be moſt convenient for me to 
upon you this day: I called once before, a 
vas refuſed admittance. Be ſo good as ſend! 
an anſwer by my ſervant, who: will wait for it. 
Lieutenant Crockat of dragoons, who is 1 
nin Scotland, deſires his compliments to you 
the many: civilities ſhewn him -when he u 
| « quartered near your country ſeat, - You may 
aſſured that many of the Scotch have ſtill a 
gard for you; and none of them mn ha 
5 RY . humble abb RE 3 
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a This letter * n at eee in che n mo 
| ing! a little after one o'clock, he ede 171 
enn, the following and. n. . r nb fs 


663) 


thts — 


Ane r 4 
pal N Mr. — 5 „ 1 1 gt. x -. Tharftay, 
mo Mr. Wilkes's complimints to Mr. Dun, and 


lefires to ſee him at ſeven o'clock this even- 
ing: is obliged to him for the account of Mr. 


rockat.? + 
In conſequence of this deſire, Mr. Dun went to 
r. Wilkes's lodgings [Who does Mr. Wilkes lodge 
ith ? This is the true Edinburgh ſtile: has Mr. 
hes 4 houſe or only t flat: tawo or three rooms they 
a flat at Edinburgh] in George-ſtreet, at the 
ne appointed When he came there he knocked 
ntly at the door, and was admitted by a ſervant 
o called himſelf. Mr. Wilkes's Butler; he aſked 
r. Dun to walk into a parlour until M. Wilkes 
ould come down; wanted to know if he had any 
vers [as he had agſired by his Bey] to be ſigned; 
d that he would carry them up to Mr, Wilkes: 
r. Dun then gave him a dozen, which he took 
y in order to carry up to Mr. unn 1 he 
id, was in the room above — 

In a few minutes after, the Butler came back, in 
mild manner deſired Mr. Dun to walk above to 
s maſter, who was waiting for him: he immedi- 
ely followed, and was ſcarcely out of the parlour 
jor, when five or ſix men catched faſt hold of 
m, and brought him down ;' ſome of them were 
ntlemen, whoſe names Mr. Dun does not chuke 
17104 mention, Who uſed him very well afterwards: 


: _— 
that violence was offered is evident, becauſe ont: 
the gentlemen had the joints of ty of his {rage 
Witocated : they then ſearched Mr. Dun, bat fon 
no deadly:weapunaboorthim ; indeed he had ap 
knife inthis waiſtcuat pocket, . g in 47s left ba 
coat pecket] which they kept, and ſhid he 
brought. it withmtention torkill Mr. Wilkes. Mn 
he may do ĩimpartial. juſtice to · all, he here decls 
that in a little time they returned his pocket. boi 

Papers, &c. and upon his obſerving that he. 
almoft ſtrangled, they brought ſeveral gifien 
Kinds of wine to ehuſe of; dramk his health, 2 
ſaid they believed they were all in the ron 
Trotta] but that he muſt go to ſame gentvel:hn 
and be confined a little, until he ' ſhould-elrar 
this matter, as Mr. Wilkes had -a Warrant aga 
him on ſuſpicion df his intending to maſſacre h 
[actording to his own-decharation.] They then a 

ed, if he did not think: it proper for them to lu 

afted this part t He ſaid not, as he thought ity 
taking hold of him under ſheweofefriendſhip as 
ward expreſſed. Mei aſtedif his letter did: not « 

derve civil trraaument? TD which! Mr. Coates, j 

tice of peace fin Sum was pleafecd to reply, 11 

Mr. Wilkes had acted by his advice; that 

found out he was a man ofteduoation from / his. 

er, andi therefore judged im the more danger 

Mr. Cotes told him, that Mr. Wilkes deſired 
Would write to him And clear up the matter 1 una 


I 
Ne 
1X 
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ny, and he would ſend him an an ſu-er [or true. 
hey then brought Mr. Dun, pen, ink, paper, and 
x, and he wrote, directed to Mr. Wilkes in his 
doings : as Mr. Wilkes ſent him a verbal anſwer, 
will not inſert a copy of this letter; he will 
ly obſerve, that he procured him a dozen of 
inks from Mr. Fitzherbert ; thanked him for 
at he wrote; and ſaid that he would have done 
em himſelf, but was not well. This meſſage was 
t him by a gentleman who carried up Mr. Dun's 
ter. Mr. Fitzherbert he mult thank for likewiſe 
bſcribing to his performance in Mr. Ents 
ufe, by only hearing a few pages read, 

He does here Leckins he has no animoſity againft 
r. Wilkes, nor any man in Britain; ſome have 
wn it in London, and that very lately, againſt 


for no other cav.e but his mentioning Mr, 
n al ces in this performance: he has been often in- 
o hated and beat, [BEAT!] and bruiſed, but 48 


tice always will get the better, and innocence 
l be protected, Has always come off to his on 
isfaction; and is not this moment afraid, al- 
dugh under lock and key in Stanhope-ftreet. 

He now, as an officer who has ſuffered in his 
jeſty's ſervice, claims protection: is but young, 
nnot therefore command temper every moment 
put up with hearing his countrymen in Scotlanf 
uſed ; but he wiſhes ſincerely the whole would 
unanimous, and then the Engliſh, Iriſh, and 

| F 
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Scotch, would be a terror to all their enemies: j 
they diſagree among themſelves, the conſequent 
will be dreadful. [Do they ?] As the aforeſaj 
publication will ſoon appear, he ſha!l ſay no ma 
at preſent on this ſubje&, but acquaint the pull 
that it is his firſt performance, wrote at the dh 
of many gentlemen of known merit, and offered. 
the King's peruſal. | 

Upon the 10th of December inftant, Mr. Di 
was tried not even examined] at Mr. Wilkes's | 
ſtance, for a breach of privilege, &c. and acqu 
ted: he muſt here own his obligations to ſer 
members who ſpoke in his behalf; although na 
of them will ſay he aſked them to appear in his d 
fence. He is ſorry that he had reaſon to ſay ſu 


gentlemen were over inguilitive z who inſiſted th 
his ſervant thould inform, and even threater 
him, to tell them, what meſſages he ſent him in 
the Houſe of Commons. 


4 


The night this trial was ended, ſome of 
Wilkes's friends [who qere they ?] came to 
Mr. Dun (as they themſelves owned) from a pi 
ciple of curioſity ; they wanted, they ſaid, to kn 
What was the reaſon for his animoſity againſt! 
Wilkes, and to ſee and take a copy of his carl 
Mr. Pun. In the firſt place, he informed ti 
that he had no ill will at Mr. Wilkes, and let tif 
copy the card, as they defired: he further f 
that he intended to be his friend, and they ſay 


| 1 

ecompenſe. They then told Mr. Dun that the 
vorld conſidered this as a raſh and frantic action, 
at leaſt, that Mr. Wilkes's friends did; but that 
ow they were ſatisfied it was not. They ſnewed 

r. Dun ſeveral penknives, and wanted to know 
he ſize of the one he had in his waiſtcoat pocket 
dn the 8th inſtant. He told them it was the ſize of 
he leaſt of thoſe they produced; but that he 
ould not ſuſpect hem of aſſaſſination for bringing 
hem into his apartments : at this they ſmiled. As 
he news- papers ſay [his oaun account] that Mr. Dun 
aid he purchaſed the penknife firſt nine months 
20, then a ſhorter ſpace, and at laſt confeſied he 
ought it at Chatham a fortnight before that time, 
je muſt explain this matter? As he had three pen- 
nives purchaſed much about the times mentioned, 
but the one for common uſe, which was then in 
is pocket, he bought on the firſt of December 
alt, from the ſhop of Nicholas Foſter, near the 
orner of Grocer's-alley. He obſerved that there 
ere ſeveral brave and ſenſible men (officers) in a 
orſe condition than ever he (Mr. Dun) was, pro- 
ewung from the ſame malady; that ſome cut their 
oats; that others ſhot themſelves through the 
ody ; and that many were prevented from putting 
n end to their own lives, proceeding, as one would 

agine, from the nature of the climate; but he 
uſt obſerve, that ſometimes people receive fa- 
ours from thoſe they leaſt expect them, and are de- 

F 2 


ckived by others they conſide moſt in; this ha 
the greateſt friendſhip, for him, ſubſcribed to hi 


company with him on Tueſday night the 8th in 


12 flattering himſelf, from Mr. Wilkes's performat 
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been Mr. Dun's caſe in this affair: a man profeſſed 


book, faid he was half a Scotchman, and was i 


Fant, at the Parliament-tavern, Was, as he is in. ; 
formed, the principal occaſion of this proſecution, . 
God keep Mr. Dun from the company of hall ., 
friends for the future; but let him add, | 
Integer vitæ, ſceleriſque purus nen egit Mauri ' 
Jaculis nec Arcu, nec wenenatis gravida SM fe 
gittis. Ir 
Fuſee Pharetra. | " 
We ſhall take the liberty of adding to M 5 
Dun's caſe, that it is the obſervation of Machtavel 
5 m 
that in all caſes, not only of aſſaſſination, but " 
deep danger, no man ſhould be employed, who 2 
always, and entirely in his ſenſes. % 
the 
N hen Mr. Wilkes was ſomewhat recovered r 10: 
ound he retired to Paris, where he was con ag: 
mented by Mr. Martin (who had jfizd thithe hay 
conſequence of their late duel) evith the —_ 2 a 
card c ow. 
Hotel de — — Dee. 30, 176 | 
s TR. Martin preſents his compliments to 5 N 
Soy Wilkes, and deſires to know how he do 55 3 


( 69 ) | 
of ſo long a Journey, at this ſeaſon of the year; 
that his health is perfectly re-eſtabliſhed. | 
Mr. Martin cannot help taking this opportu- 

7 nity to aſſure Mr. Wilkes, that he had deſired 

Mr. Bradſhaw to deliver up Mr. Wilkes's note, 
written to Mr. Martin on the 16th Nov. as it 
occurred to the latter that any imaginable uſe 
might be made of it to Mr. Wilkes's prejudice, 
and before Mr. Martin had heard n Mr. 
Bradſhaw that it was actually given up. 

Mr. Martin returns his thanks to Mr, Wilkes 
for his attention to Mr. Martin's. ſafety, by giv- 
ing the early notice he did to Mr. Bradſhaw, of 
his apprehending himſelf to be in danger. | 
It is impoſſible for Mr. Martin to think of 
taking part in any affair of Mr. Wilkes that he 
may find depending in the Houſe of Commons at 


his arrival in England. He propoſes to ſet off 


from hence on his return home on Monday next, 
but believes he ſhall not ſet foot in London ll 


thoſe affairs are determined, to avoid even a co- 
' Jour of ſuſpicion that he is capable of appearing 
againſt Mr. W. ilkes after 1 hath ſo recently 


happened. ; 


/ 


—_ e 


owhich Mr We returned thefollowin E anſive | 
Hotel de Saxe, Dec. 30. F rriday. 
Mr. Wilkes's ; compliments to Mr. Martin, and: 


is much obliged by the favour of kis note.. Mr.. 
ge 3 


(70) 
Wilkes is going to pay his reſpects to Lord Her 
ford, and if Mr. Martin is diſengaged, will: 
* terwards wait upon him for a quarter of an ho 
at the Hotel de . 


Ly 


— 


* Wilkes 4 the ater letter to the Sprake 


7 


Paris, Hotel de Saxe, _ 11, 176 


*S 1 R, 
I CANNOT expreſs the concern I am und 
« from the impoſſibility I now find of attendingn 
* duty in parliament on the 19th of this monti 
I have ſuffered very much from the tour I ma 
here in the holidays to ſee my daughter: n 
„Wound is again become extremely painful, t 
parts are very much inflamed, and a fever: 
« tends it. I incloſe a certificate of one oft 
* king's phyſicians, and a ſurgeon of the arn 
* gentlemen of eminence in their profeſſion, i 
_* think it abſolutely neceſſary for me to ſtay ſo 
time longer at Paris. I refer to the certificate 

« ſelf for the particulars, | 

* The impatience I feel to juſtify myſelf to t 
* Houle, from the groundleſs and cruel attacks un 
me, and the zeal I hope ever Wetain for the vin 
cation of the ſacred rights of the commons of Gr 
Britain, and the privileges of parliament, boti 
which have been groſsly violated in my perl 
had determined me to ſet out for England on] 
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day next, but I now find myſelf incapable of per- 
forming the journey. I am therefore, Sir, un- 
Wer the neceſſity of intreating you to ſubmit my 
caſe to the Houſe, and I doubt not, from their 
juſtice, a more diſtant day will be appcinted, 
when it may be in my power to attend the diſ- 
cuſſion of points very important in themſelves, 
and in which I am very materially concerned. 

« [ would not, Sir, implore this of the Houſe, 
if I thought the delay could be attended with 
any poſſible inconvenience to the public; and I 
beg to obſerve, that I ſeized the firſt moment, 
which the reſolutions of Parliament gave me, to 
enter my appearance to the infcrmations filed 
azainſt me in the King's Beach. Iam, with due 
reſpect and regard, 1 

Sir, your moſt obedient humble ſer vant, 


Joan WILKES.. 
light Honourable 


Sir John Cult, 


a” 


oy 


_—_— 


* Nous ſouſſignes medecin conſultant du Roi, ei 
devant medecin en chef des {es armees en Alle- 
magne et en Efpagne, et nous chirurgien con- 
ſultant des armees, et chirurgien major du regi- 

ment des Gardes Francoiſs, certiſions que Mon- 
ſieur Jean Wilkes eſt dans un etat que ne lui per- 
met point, tant par raport a fa bleſſure qui n'eſt 
pas encore entierement cicatriſee, que par ra- 
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port a la fievre qui lui eſt ſurvenue d'entreprendeliiihva 
la rout de Paris a Londres; qu'il ſeroit a cru hu 
dre un Vinflammation et le bourſoufflement ca 
ſiderable arrives depuis peu de jours, qu'il ne Muir 
format une hernie a la quelle, il ne ſeroit pou 
poſſible de remedier, que pour prevenir cet a 
* cident, dont il eſt menace et que movement vi 
* lent, tel que celui d'une chaiſe de poſte, et I agi 
tation de la mer ne manqueroient pas de deter 
miner, il eſt abſolument indiſpenſable qu'il re 
encore quelque tems a Paris. En ſoi de qu 
* nous lui avons delivre le preſent certificate. 


Paris, 11 Janvier 1704." $ enf 
NIN NIN. Pg 
DurovuaRE. 3 giv 

| ep Lei 

Extra of a letter from Mr. Wilkes 20 Mr. Coate the 

dated Paris, Fun? 5, 1764. was 


Dy 


THE two noble Swediſh whigs, of whom ye eve 
* vicre ſo fond, did me the favour of dining her 
« yeſterday. I paſſed the day very happily, thoug 
not ſo joyoully as that day twelvemonth, in tb 
« midſt of my worthy conſtituents at Ayleſbur 
all of us in full chorus, to the liberties of on 
country and the virtues of our ſovereign ; 3 the 
« after the late flagrant acts of deſpotic power i of 


| the miniſters, not forgetting either their wick DE 
« edneſs or their inſolence. h, champaigi ny 
tha 


* Wine Merchant at Paris. 
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* not neceſſary to inſpire the higheſt good 
umour and gaiety on. ſo white, ſo auſpicious a 
Hay as the fourth of Fune ; the toaſt conſecrated the- 
wine, and gave it the true flavour, tho? I could 
not help lamenting my hard and unmerited lot 
of being forced to give ſuch a toaſt out of my 
own dear country, and in a land where the ſtan- 
dard of liberty is not yet erected. With Miſs 
Wilkes's help-we made out tolerably well GOD 
SAVE GREAT GEORGE OUR KING; and 
as the Duke of Nivernois ſays in ont of his let- 
ters Nous avons toaſte et chant fort gaiement, et 
enfin nous avons Ee quatre bonnes heures à table. 
As I am a univerſal <uhzig, I could not avoid 
giving an additional ſtanza, the poetry of which 
I endeavoured to bring d:wwr as low as the reſt of 
the ſong, and I believe I ſucceeded ; the thought 
was good that the name of BRUNSWICK may 
ever be as propitious to the liberties of mankind 
as that of NASSAU ; and our gracious ſovereign, 
through a long and glorious reign, equally feared 
abroad and beloved at home, may approve himſelf 
as ſteady a patron of the rights of Engliſhmen as 
his grandfather was. On the whole, it proved 
the moſt agreeable day I have paſſed ſince a few 
of us in April kept the anniverſary of CULLO- 
DEN, which a good many others ſeem to have a 
memorandum to forget, or at leaſt to neglect very 
bamefully. 
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© Lord Hertford gave yeſterday a grand diaz 
to all the Engliſb here, except one, and to th 
© true Iriſh whigs ; nor like a good courtier i 
© he omit the new converts, the Scets; he did ng 
© however, obſerve the diſtinction which is ſo mu; 
in faſhion on your ſide the water, for the frien 


©. 


© of the Hanover family, were received at lea 
© well as their known enemies. My lot. is penn 
« cular and droll enough: I am the fingle 7. 
© man not invited, on the only day I can at Fe- vo 
© ſhew my attachment to my ſovereign, as if I by 
« diſaffected to the preſent eſtablihment, and il © 
Jam frequently and groſsly abuſed by a ric iz 
© lous fellow at Bouillon, becauſe Jam known for 
hate the other family; and his maſter, the git Ip 
married the ſiſter of the pretender's wife, a pM g. 
ceſs of Poland, of the houſe of Scbieſi. I 6 
ſcribbler is one Reſſeau, who by a wretch ho 

journal does all he can twice a month to degra (+. 


aa name made illuſtrious by one of the belt Fu n 

© poets, and by the great philoſopher, thouga! 
« theſe times no longer the citizen of Geneva. had 
« lays at my door the North Britons again H wit 
Stuarts, and their dear friends in the north of off tar; 
« iſland. —You may believe me, when I aſſured bec 
© it was not the ſlighteſt mortification to me, ti non 
© I did not receive an invitation. When. Io 
* aſked, how it could happen that ſo ftaunc fam 


En 
1 as Mr. Wilkes, was not invited, on the 4th. 
of June, I laughed like the old Roman, I had 
rather you ſhould aſe why I was NOT, than why 
I WAS znvited; perhaps it ſhould have been aſk- 


ed, why ſome others were invited. The lift of 


the company of Macs and Sawneys, NOT in the 
French ſervice would divert you: I with ſome of 
our neighbours from the other fide of the Tweed 
may not keep the tauenty-firſe with more real de- 
votion than they did the feurih, With reſpect to 
external rites they were exemplary, as all new 
converts are; and I believe you find them in 


England g good occaſional conformiſes, though I ſhail- 
ever imagine that it depends on contingencies how 
long they will continue ſuch. To ſay the truth, | 


[ paſſed the day much more to my ſatisfas tion 


than I ſhould have done in a ſet of mixed or a 
| ſuſpicious company, a fulſome dull dinner, two 


hours of mighty grave converſation, to be pur- 
chaſed in a!l civility by ſix more of PRARA, 
„hich I deteſt as well as every other kind of 
gaming. As to the embaſſador, I have never 
had the leaſt connection with him, nor indeed 
with it; nor at this time with his Sco772fo ſecre- 
tary, nor at any time with his Sco/7ifþ chaplain, 
becauſe an embaſſador generally owes his very 
nomination to miniſterial uence, and is almoſc 
of courſe though this doe mot extend through his 
family) under the direction of the miniſters, or 


(76) 
perhaps as to the preſent caſe, in all propriety 
3 ought to ſay, of che mi niſber, who, bebind an 
© faveen the curtains, Rill governs our illand. E os 
never been preſented at court, becauſe an! 
* gliſkman ſhould be preſented by the Englith er: 
8 baſſador; and I will not aſk any favour of !. 
0 Heriford in the preſent ſtate of public affan 
though as a private nobleman, I ſhould be x 
© hitious to merit, and moſt fortunate to obti 
his friendſhip, as well as lord Beauchamp's, ff 
their real ſterling ſenſe, great intrinſic won 
and what ſets of the whole, their amiable m 
ners. I have the protection of the laws, whid 
never offend ; I am at Paris like any other 
c reigner, who has no favour to aſk, nor need f 
« any other ſecurity. The eloge, which the Proc 
« bleſt of poets * gives me, that * 


J neither court the ſmile, nor | dread the fro 

| of kings, 
js as exact a truth here as you know it to h 
been while I was at home. The ſmall circle 
< which I now walk, will, however, bear teſtin 
ny to the juſt tribute of gratitude I pay to 
humane virtues of a prince, under whoſe n 
and gentle government I have met with that pr 
© te&ion which an innocent man has a right to 4b! 


pect, but could ot find i in his own country, Wfabri 


Ka Churchill. 
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er his own prince. Vet let me do juſlice, and 
arry my complaints to the ſource from whence 
hey ſoring, to the baſe contrivances of mini: 
ers exceedingly wicked and corrupt, and veiides 
tung to the quick, who had obtained a moſt 
inhappy aſcendency over the mind of their ſo- 
rereipn, and to ſecure themſelves, have made their 
noſt odious meaſures paſs for his, that the enor- 
mous load of their guilt, may be thrown from 
hemſelves upon him; a practice not new, but of 
hich every reign of the Stuarts, furniſhes examples. 
hope ſoon to ſend you ſomething, guod et bunc 
1 annum vi vat et plures. My large work opens 
ith the general idea of political liberty; then 
proceeds to examine the ſentiments of the Euro- 
pean nations on this head, as diſtinguiſhed from 
he almoſt univerſal groſs deſpotiſm of the reſt of 
the world. The third part is a critique on the 
arious governments of Europe. The fourth and 
laſt 1s entirely an the Engliſh conſtitution, the 
various changes it has undergone, the improve- 
ments made in it by the glorious revolution, and 
the no leſs happy than timely acceſſion of the 
houſe of Bran/wick. There are a few hints of 
ſome remedies to the defects ſtill ſubſiſting in this 
noble, and if my prayers are heard, this eternal 
fabric. A large appendix contains, I hope a full 
juſtification of Mr. Wilkes, upon conſtitutional 
grounds: a variety of characters are drawn from 


ich 
1er | 
d ft 


ac I 


1 
the life, which if I miſtake not, will enten 
you; and I believe they are not Hgeletons, thoy 


I hope the originals will de ſo before the bock 
* publiſhed. . 


I am your's, &c. 


A letter to the worthy Electors of he leruig 
Ayleibury, zz the county of Bucks. 


<< GENTLEMEN, 


« THE very honourable, unanimous, and i 
peated marks of eſteem you conferred on me, 


committing to my truſt, your liberty, ſafety, m 
perty, and all thoſe glorious priviteges, which 
your birth-right as Engliſhmen, entitle you ton 
warmeſt thanks, and to the kigheſt tribute of gr 
titude my heart can pay. Yet i in the peculiar d 
cumſtances of my caſe I think that I ought not 
preſent to reſt contented with thanking YOu, 


Have always found a true pleaſure in ſubmitting 
you my parliamentary conduct. It is now 18! 
particularly my duty, and when I reflect on ! 
real importance and intereſting nature of {it 
; great events, in which, as your repreſentativ:, 
have been more immediately concerned, I ame 
ceedingly anxious not barely to juſtify myſelf, 
to obtain the ſanction of your approbation. It! 
ever been my ambition to approve myſelf wort 
of the choice you have more than once made 


* 
5 » 
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e as your deputy to the great council of the na- 
bn, with an unanimity equally honourable and 


© caring. The conſciouſneſs of having faith- 


ily diſcharged my truſt, of having acted an up- 
cht and ſteady part in Parliament, as well as in 
2 moſt arduous circumſtances, makes me dare to 
ppe, that you will continue to me what I moſt va- 
e, the good opinion and friendſhip of my wor- 
yy conſticuents. Having the happineſs of being 
orn in a country, where the name of oa//al is un- 
nown, where Ma GRA CHARTA is the inheritance 

the ſubject, I have endeavoured to ſupport and 
erit thoſe privileges, to which my birth gave me 
te cleareſt right. Secure as I am of fully juſtify- 
g my conduct, cou'd 1 perſuade myſelf, that I 
ave ated. up to the ſacred ideas of liberty, which 
arm the hearts, and inſpire the actions of my 
untrymen, I ſhou'd not, under all the variety of 
e moſt unjuſt and cruel perſecutions, be quite un- 
* Ga "M ; 

The various charges brought againſt me may 
e reduced to two heads. The one is of a public, 
e other of a private nature. The firſt is ground- 
d on the political paper of the North Briton, No. 
5: the other reſpects a ſmall part of a ludicrous 
dem, which was ſtolen out of my houſe. The two 
ccufations are only fo far connected, that J am 
onvinc*d there is not a man in England, who 


(%) 
believes that if the #r/ had not appeared, wi; 
ſecond wou'd ever have been cail'd i><qaeftion. brit 

The Majority in the Houſe of Commons on d 
15th of November 1763, Re/o/vea, T hat the P the 
intituled, TRE NORTH BRITON, No 45, bs! 
FaLSsE, SCANDALOUS, and SEDITIOUs LI 

containing Expreſſions of the moſt unexampled Inſecluſire 
and contumely towards his Majeſty, the grofſe/t A fo 
feons upon beth Houjes of Parliament, and the mjt . 
dacious Defiance of the Authority of the whol: Len n 
lature, and moſt manifeſtly tending to alienate the“ 
fections of the People from his Majeſ?y, to auithum ell 
them from their Obedience to the Laws of the Redl 
and to excite them. to traiterous InſurreFions agai c: 
his Majeſty's Government. Theſe are the words Men! 
the R-/olution. I mean to examine them with {oP . ; 
accuracy. e! 

« The firſt charge i is, that The North Bri: 
No. 45, is a False Libel. The Re/olution Wh 10: 
mov'd by Lord Neri; yet in a tedious ſpeeci . 
did not attempt to diſpute the veracity of any n, 
paragraph in th whole paper. I was in my pla ely 

during that debate, and took notice to the Hef T. 
that his Lordſhip had not ſaid a word to prove be 
Fals 1T of any one ſentence, but I could obi vies 
no ſatisfaction, not even a reply, on that head. WWov+ 
my trial before Lord Mansfield, the word Fail 
was omitted in the indictment, becauſe I ſupp Ar 
_ "the Court of King's Bench knew that I wou'd de i 
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neh FW oath in that court, by the higheſt au- 
brities, that every word in it was TRUE. The 
d FALSE 15 not to be found among the various 
thets applied to this Paper in either of the War- 
ts iTued by Lord Halifax. I am bold to declare, 
n the moſt careful peruſal of this paper, that 
re is not any one particular advanc'd, which is 
founded on fact, and that every line in it is 
Aly and ſcrupulouſly conformable to rrutb. I 
not compliment the preſent profligate Majority 
he Houſe of Commons ſo far as to ſay, they were 
ell informed, that they knew the exact truth of 
y aſſertion in that paper. One particular how- 
came within their knowledge, the means by 
ch it is hinted that the EnTIRE APPROBATION 
PARLIAMENT, even of the Preliminary Articles 
e late inglorious Peace, was obtained, and the 
nous ſtep to the obtaining that ENTIRE-APPRO- . 
ov, the large debt contracted on the Civil 
They knew this aſſertion was extremely 
b, and J am as ready to own oo} it was ex- 
pla rely scaN DALOus. | 
The ſecond charge of Scandatovs mult 
be admitted in its fall extent, ſtill keeping in 
view that itis TRUE. But to whom is it Sca x- 
d. Wovs? To the Majority who have ſacrificed the 
reſts of the nation by giving the ENTIRE aP- 
BATION OF PARLIAMENT, of which ſo much 
Me is made in the Speech, to an act, which ought 
| G 
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to have been followed by an impearhment—T 
Miniſter, who made the late ignominious Pu 
and in the very firſt year of it impos'd on us; 
intolerable Zxci/e—To the worſt of vipers in. 
boſom, to the Tories, who have never failed to ſt 
port his unconſtitutional meaſures, who have n 
us almoſt forget the infamy of their anceſtor 
Utrecht, by the greater ſacrifices of the Pen 
Paris. Theſe are the objects of ſatire of a PH ror 
which deſerved indeed the higheſt reſentment; 


Mzjerity, becauſe it had proclaimed their diſyn by 
their /candal, through all Europe. It was veri:1 
tural for theſe men no longer to ſufier the . py 
author to ſit among them, and I ſhould. have i: 6 


ried in my expulſian, if it had not diſſolved a 
tical connection with my friends at ee nt 
did me real honour. | 
« Another charge is, that the paper is a orre 
'T10US libel, tending to withdraw the - people vcr, 
Heir Obedience to the Laws of the Realm, andi 
cite them to TRAITEROUS iſurrectians againf 
Majeſty s Government. By the firſt Warrant, ul 
which I was apprehended, The North Briton, 
45, was denominated a TREASONABLE Pape iii. 
the ſecond,. by which I was committed to, cau 
Tower, that Word too was omitted, ſo that 
greateſt enemies of this paper ſeem to give i 
being either FALSE or I'REASOWABLE.. Nov 
charge is varicd by the Majority in the, I 
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mn, with all the little quibbling of attornies, 
e paper is not TREASONABLE, but 1: tends to ex- | 

/ TRAITEROUS infurrections. It is remarkable 
it the epithet TRAITEROUS is here given to 12- 
rection, as the ſuppoſed conſequence of a ſappoſed 
el; whereas the Scots, who appeared in open re- 
lion fo lately as 1745, were in the weekly writ- 
s againſt the North Briton, publiſhed under the 
ronage of the Scortifp Miniſter, and paid for by 
out of the public treaſure, only termed inſurgents, 
0 deftated regular forces. Yet in fact no inſur- 
ion of any kind ever did, or could, follow from 
publication, even in thoſe parts of the king- 
n ſo lately ſubjected to all the inſolence and 
lty of the moſt deſpicable of our ſpecies, the 
an, petty Exci/eman. This is the ſtrongeſt cafe 
ich can poſſibly be put. The Exc1s# is the moſt 
orred monſter, which ever ſprung from arbitrary 
er, and the new mode of it is ſpoken of through 
paper as the greateſt grievance on the ſubject; 
even in this caſe, Obedience to the laæus and all 
ul authority is ſtrictly enjoined, and no oppo- 
dn, but what is conſiſtent with the l22vs and the 
Fitution is allowed. The words are very tempe- 
, cautious: and well guarded. * Every LEGAL 
mpt of a contrary tendency to the ſpirit of concord 
be deemed a juſtifiable reſiſtance, warranted by the 

t of the Engliſb conſtitution. Is this wwithdratv- 
lle people From their obedience to the LAWS of the 

G x 
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realm & Is reſfance recommended, but expreſ) 
only ſo far as it is ſtrictly LEGAL Let the impar 
tial public determine, whether this is the language 
of $EDITION, or can have the leaſt zexdency to er 
cite TRAITEROUS inſurrections, or whether th 
Houfe of Commons have not made a ful/e ang ground: 
lets charge. 
The general charge that The North Briton, Ny, 
45, is 4 LIBEL, ſcarcely deſerves an anſwer, he 
cauſe the term is vague, and full remains und: 
fined by our law. Every man applies it to wht 
he diſlikes. A ſpirited /atire will be deemed a lik 
by a wicked Miniſter, and by a corrupt judge 
who feel, or who dread the laſh. In my opinion th 
rankeſt Jibel of modern times is the fal/e and fy 
ſome Adare/s of the Majority in this Houſe of Cu 
ons on the Preliminary Articles. They ſaid tha 
they had conſidered them with their 6% atlentin 
they expreſſed the frongeft ſentiments of gratitad 
they gave their hearty applauſe, they declared ti 
Peace would be no leſs honourable than profitable, ; 
lid, and, in all human probability, permanent. Wel 
the Houſe of Commons ſerious in this Adare/s, whid | 
was drawn up and preſented, even before any ol 
of the groſs blunders in the Preliminaries had bel 
_ amended ? If they were, the body ofthe jo 
judged better, and did not heſitate to give 8 
.. clear opinion, that the glories of the war were 
| crificed TOY an 9 9 and inſecure PEACE, » whi 
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rechd not fail of ſoon retrieving the affairs of 
apo. Time has already proved that the nation 


ded right, and that the Peace is in almoſt 
rery part famous and rotten, contrary to the vain 
oaſt in the Miniſter's Speech at the beginning of the 
ame ſeſſion, the utmo/? care has been taken to remove 
Haccaſions of future diſputes between my ſubjets and 
5% of France and Spain, and thereby to add ſecurity 
nd permanency to the bleſſings of PEACE : a declara- 
jon not believed by the nation at the time it was 
ade, and ſince, from a variety of facts, known 
ot to be founded on truth. The North Briton did 
ſuffer the public to be miſled. He acknow- 
aged no privileged wehicle of fallacy. He con- 
dered the liberty of the preſs as the bulwark of all 


fa political writer to follow truth where ever it 
ads. In his behalf J would aſk even Lord Man/- 
ed, can TRUTH be A L1BEL I- Is it ſo inthe King's 
cb? Though it has always found a cold and 
nyelcome reception from his Lordſhip, though 
WE has through life proved much more his enemy 
lan his friend, yet ſurely he Has not been uſed to 
feat it as a libel. I do not know what the doctrine 
the King? Bench now is, but I am ſure that it will 
ea ſatisfactory anſwer to the honeſt part of man- 
ind, who follow the dictates of found ſenſe, not 
e beer Law, nor the court flattery of venal 
N 3 I] 


ur liberties, as inſtituted to open the eyes of the 
:ople, and he ſeems to have thought it the duty 
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Parliaments, that The North Briton, No. 4 5, Ca 
not be a LIBEL, becauſe i it does not in any one li 
deviate from truth. | 


This unlucky paper is likewiſe ſaid to conti 

e »preſſrons of the moſt unexampled injclence and c 
tumely towards his Majeſty, moſt manife/tly tending| 
alienate the Aſfeckions of the People from His Maj h 
and by the hirelings of the Miniſtry it is always! 
private charged with PERSONAL diſreſpect tot 
King. It is however moſt certain that not a ſing 
ward perſonally diſreſpectful to his Majeſty is to 
found in any part of it. On the contrary, the 
vereign is mentioned not only in terms of decency 
but with that regard and reverence, which is « 
from a good ſubject to a good King Princes, 
mary great and amiable qualities, «whom Engl 
truly reveres—the perſonal character of our pre 
amiable Sovereign males us eaſy and happy that; 
great a power is lodged in ſuch hands, Are the 
the expreſſions f the meſft unexampled inſolence 1 
eEntumely towards his Majeſty, which the Maja 
in this Houſe of Commons have declared that it cl 
tains? Are theſe expre/ions moſt maniſtſily tending! 
" alienate the A ſections of the People from his Majo 
The Majority, who could vote this, ſeem eq: 
ſuperior to any regard for truth, or mode fea 4 
detection. The author of that paper, ſo far fin 
making any per/eral attael: on his Sovereign, 


\ 


(&) 
en vindicated him perſenally from ſome of the late 
eaſures, which were fo ſeverely cenſured by the 
dicious and unbiaſſed Public. He exclaims with 
honeſt indignation » what a ſhame aba it to ſee 


Cont 

nd rt of t this country, in peint of military force, 
. , 4 

2 mplimented away, CONTRARY TO THE OPINION 


? ROYALTY ITSELF, and ſacrificed to the preju- 
ces, and to the ignorance of a ſet of people, the moſt 
fit frem every conſideration to be conſulted on a mat- 
r relative to the ſecurity of the Houſe of Hanover? 
hen the Speech is mentioned, when the various 
bſurdities, and even fallacies of it, are held out 
d the nation, it is always called, in the language 
ff Parlianient, and of the conſtitution, the Mini- 
Speech, and the author declares that he doubts, . 


ether the impoſition is greater on the ſovereign, or 
glare the nation: ſo tender has he been of the honour: 


H his Prince; fo zealous in his vindication. The 
Miniſter is indeed every where treated with the. 
ontempt and indignation he has merited, but he: 
ever carefully diſtinguiſhed from the ſovereign... 

Every kingdom in the world has in its turn found 

decaſion to lament that Princes of the beſt inten- 

tions have been deceived and miſled by wicked 
and deſigning Mini ters and Favourites. It has 

likewife in moſt countries been the fate of the 

tew daring patriots, who have honeſtly endeavour- 
ed to undectiwe their ſovereign, to feel the heavieſt 

marks of his diſpleaſure. It is however I think 
G 4. 
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| rather wonderful among us, even in theſe times, that 


a paper, which contains the moſt dutiful expreſ. 
fions of regard to his Majeſty, ſhould be treated 
with ſuch unuſual ſeverity, and yet that ſo many 


other publications of the ſame date, full of the moſt 


deadly venom, ſhould paſs totally unregarded, 
Some of theſe, papers contained the moſt oppro- 
brious reflections on that true patron of liberty, 
the late King, whoſe memory is embalmed with the 
tears of Eugliſomen, while his aſhes. are rudely 
trampled upon by others, whom his godlike attri- 
bute of mercy had pardoned the crime of unpro- 
voked rebellion. Others were full of the moſt in- 
decent abuſe on our great Proteſtant. Ally, the King 
of Pruſſia, on the near relation of his preſent Ma- 
jeſty, who has merited ſo highly of the nation by 
fixing the crown in the Houſe of Hanover, on the 
ſtauncheſt friends of freedom, the City of London, 
and on the firſt characters among us. Vet all theſe 
papers have paſſed uncenſured by Miniſters, Se- 
cretaries, and by the two Hauſes of Parliament. 
There only remains one other charge, that the 
North Briten, No. 45, contains the. greſſeſt aſper- 
frons upon. both Houſes Parliament, and the moſt au- 
dacious defiance of the AUTHORITY of the whole Le- 
giflature. It is to be lamented. that the Majority. of 
either Houſe of Parliament ſhould ever lay the juſt 
ground: of any aſperſion, or fall into general con- 


tempt with the. people. We have {cen their nc. 
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tions, and we know the mercenary motives of 


them. When the gro/e/t aſnerſions are complained 
of, the queſtion. is, have they been merited ® Are 
they. well founded ? It is in vain they talk of their 
authority. It is departed from them. Authority, 
which is founded on eſteem and reverence, and is 


the conſtant attendant only of thoſe, who are be- 
liered to be good and virtuous, has long ago left 


them; but I muſt own their power ſtill remains. 
We have ſeen to. what unjuſtifiable lengths it has 
been carried, and a man, who 1s raſh enough to 
make an impotent and unavailing attack upon it, 
will ſoon find himſelf. the unpitied victim. All 
thinking men are full of apprehenſions at the ap- 
proach of their meeting, and the nation impatient- 
ly expects the allotted term of reſuming a power 
they have ſo ſhamefully abuſed, by ſetting aſide 
thoſe, who have ignominiouſly betrayed their truſt, 
and have made the nobleſt blood of our heroes be 


fpilt almoſt in vain, Under the arbitrary Stuarts, 
when our more than Romar-Senates dured to bring 


[rat h̊ to the foot of the throne, and made the trem- 
bling tyrant obey her ſacred voice, the nation was 


in love with Parliaments, becauſe they were the 
ſteady friends of liberty, and never met but in fa- 


vour of the ſubject to redreſs real grievances. Now. 


ve are alarmed at every approaching /affon,. be- 
cauſe we know that a corrupt Majority only aſ- 
{cable to make their own terms wich the Miniſter, 


— 
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to load their fellow ſubjects with the mot partial 
taxes, in order to pay the amazing number of uſe. 
leſs places and penſions, created only to prevent 
their mutiny or de ſertion, or to ſurrender to the 


crown thoſe privileges of Parliament, which were 
extorted from former prerogative princes for the 


ſafety of the people, and Ffear they meet to forge 


fetteps for themſelves and their poſterity: 


have thus, Gentlemen, gone through all the 
objections made againſt this paper; which is cer- 
tainly innocent, perhaps meritorious; only to ſhew 
the extreme injuſtice of the treatment I experi- 
enced, as the /zpp»/ed author. The moſt cruel or- 


ders were given by the deceaſed ſecretary of ſtate, 


to drag me cut of my bed at midnight. A good deal 
of humanity, and'ſome ſhare of timidity, prevent- 
ed the execution of ſuch-ruſhan-like commands. I 
was made a priſoner in my on houſe by ſeveral of 
the King's meſſengers, who only produced a Ge 


zeral Warrant, iſſued without oath, neither nam- 
ing nor deſeribing me; I therefore refuſed to obey 


a warrant, which I knew to be illegal. IWas ho- 


ever by violence carried before the earls of Egre 


mont and Halifax, Who thought it worth their 
| while to aſk me a tolerable number of plain - queſti- 


ons, to not one of which I thought it worth my 


While to give a plain anſwer. It is no ſmall ati 
faction to me now to know, that I have not 4 


friend in the world, who wiſhes a ſingle word u 


"Wi 


\ 


(91) 

aid by me in the critical moment of that examina- 
tion, I informed their Lordſhips of the orders ac- 
tually given by the Court of Common Pleas for my 

Haheas Corpus, notwithſtanding which I was com- 
mitted to the Tower, the cuſtody of me ſhifted into 
other hands, and that act for the liberty of the ſub- 
ject eluded. Although the offence of which T. 
food accuſed, was undoubtedly Zailable, yet for 

three days every perſon was refuſed admittance to 
me, and the Governor was obliged to treat me in 

a manner very different from the great humanity of 
his nature, for he had received orders to conſider 
me as a clo/e priſoner. I rejoice that I can ſay; I 
am the only inſtance of ſuch rigorous treatment 
ſince the acceſſion of the mild Houſe of Brunſwick, 

although the Tower has twice been crouded even 
with rebels from the Northern parts of the Iſland ; 


and therefore I ſhall continue to regret the wretch- 


ed and cowardly policy, the indecent partiality, 
and even injuſtice, of conferring om Scot/rren ALL 


the governments of the few conqueſts not tamely 


given up by the Scorrisn  Minifter,” conqueſts 
won by the vatour of the united forces of England, 

Scotland and Ireland. While I ſuffered this harſh 
confinement, my houſe in Great George Street was 
plundered, all my papers were ſeized, and ſome 


ol a very nice and delicate nature, not bearing the 
- molt diſtant relation to the affairs bf government, 


were divulged, as if Ad miniſtatic ion were deter- 
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to load their fellow ſubjects with the moſt partial I =; 
taxes, in order to pay the amazing number of uſe. ¶ tio 
leſs places and penſions, created only to prevent tua 
their nutiny or de/ertion, or to ſurrender to the 
crown thoſe privileges of Parliament, which were MW mi 
extorted from former ' prerogative princes for the ¶ ol 
ſafety of the people, and Ffear they meet to forge je& 

1 for themſelves and their poſterity; ſto, 
have thus, Gentlemen, gone through all the Ml thi 
_ objections made againſt this paper; which is cer- ne 
tainly innocent, perhaps meritorious, only to ſnev an 
the extreme injuſtice of the treatment I experi- lis 
enced, as the /zzp»/ed author. The moſt cruel or- me 
ders were given by the deceaſed: ſecretary of ſtate, MW am 
o drag me cut of my bed at midnight. A good deal ſin 
of humanity, and'ſome ſhare of timidity, prevent-ﬀ alt 
ed the execution of ſuch-ruffian-like commands. I'M wi 
was made a priſoner in my own houſe by ſeveral of an 
the King's meſſengers, who only produced a Ge. ed 
zeral Warrant, iſſued without oath, neither nam-M an 
ing nor deſeribing me; TItherefore refuſed to obey M th 
awarrant, which I knew to be illegal. Lwas how- v1 
ever by violence carried before the earls of Fgr:- 
mont and Halifax, who thought it worth their 
| while to aſk me a tolerable number of plain queſſi- 
ons, to not one of which I'thought it worth my 
while to give a plain anſwer. It is no ſmall ati 
faction to me now'to know, that I have not 4 
friend in the world, Who wiſhes a ſingle word n. 
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= by me in the critical moment of that examina- 
I informed their Lordſhips of the orders ac- . 
ae 4 given by the Court of Common Pleas for my 
Habeas Corpus, notwithſtanding which I was com 
mitted to the Tower, the cuſtody of me ſhifted into- 
other hands, and that act for the liberty of the ſub- 
jet eluded. Although the offence of which T 
food . accuſed, was undoubtedly bailable, yet for 
three days every perſon was refuſed admittance to 
me, and the Governor was obliged to treat me in 
a manner very different from. the great humanity of 
his nature, for he had received orders to conſider 
me as a cloſe priſoner. I rejoice that I can fay; I 
am the only inſtance of ſuch rigorous treatment 


ſince the acceſſion of the mild Houſe of Brunſwick, 
| although the Tower has twice been crouded even 


with rebels from the Northern parts of the Iſland ; 


and therefore I ſhall continue to regret the wretch- 


ed and cowardly policy, the indecent partiality, 
and even injuſtice, of conferring om Scobſnen ALL 
the governments of the few conqueſts: not tamely 
given up by the Scorrian Miniſter, conqueſts 
won by the valour of the united forces of Euglaud, 
Scotland and Ireland. While I ſuffered this harſh 


confinement, my houſe in Great George Street was 
plundered, all my papers were ſeized, and ſome 
"of a very nice and delicate nature, not bearing the 
moit diſtant relation to the affairs of government, 
were divulged, as if Adminiſtration were deter- 
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5 AY to, ſnew, that men, who had violated public 
juſtice, were incapable of private honour. = 
* Two days previous to my being heard before 
a court of Juſtice, I had the grief to find that my 
enemies had prevailed on his Majeſty to ſhew me a 
public mark of his diſpleaſure, by ſuperſeding me 
as Colonel of the Regiment of my own county, 
without any complaint againſt me, which could 
not but give ſuch a ſtep the very unconſtitutional 
appearance of influencing or intimidating my judges. 


When I was brought before the court of Common 


Pleas, I pleaded the cauſe of uni wer ſal liberty. It 


was not the cauſe of Peers and Gentlemen only, 


but of all the middling and inferior claſs of people, 


who fand moſt in need of proteion, which I obferved 


was on that day the great queſtion before the 
court. I was diſcharged from impriſonment by 


the unanimous ſentence of my judges, without 


giving any bail or ſecurity. On the firſt day of 
the meeting of Parliament, I humbly ſubmitted 

my grievances to the Houſe of Commons, as they 
were choſen to be the guardians of the liberties of 


the people againſt the deſpotiſm of miniſters. I 


likewiſe voluntarily entered my appearance to the 
actions brought at law againſt me, as ſoon as I 
knew the determination of the Majority, that all 


the irregularities againſt me ſhould be juſtified; — 


chat no privilege ſnould be allowed in my coc, even 
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as to the mode of proceeding, which was the moſt 
harſh the rancour of party could deviſe. 


The firſt charge exhibited againſt me was for 


being the author of the North Briton, No. 45, and 


[ was expelled the Houſe of Commons on that charge, 
after a /oo/e examination at their bar of witneſs 


without cath, The judicial proceedings againſt me, 


as the /uppoſed author, were however dropped, and 
JI was afterwards tried in the King's Bench only for 


the republication of it. If the charge againſt me as 
author was juſt, and could be ſupported on oath, 
why was I not tried at law on that charge? If the 
charge was unjuſt, and could not be ſupported oz 
cath, why was I expelled ? If the republication is a 
crime, it was publickly committed by the printers 
of ſeveral news-papers, who ſtill remain unnoticed, 
although their names appear to their ſeveral pa- 
pers. This is ſurely a glaring proof of the greateſt 
partiality, My perſonal enemy, Lord Mansfield, 


ches to try both the cauſes againſt me, that he 


might in the moſt daſtardly manner, under the co- 
lour of law, avenge the attack made on thoſe 
known political principles of his, ſo inconſiſtent 
with the glorious Revolution, on the rooted attach- 
ment of himſelf and his neareſt relations to the 


S':unrt family, on his partiality in the ſeat of juf- 
tice, &e. &c. which ſeem to have been favourite 


topics in the North Briton, and other political pa- 


pers, of which his Lordſhip. did me the honour to 


is nnd wares tab er > 
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name me as the author. This had long rankled 
in his heart, and now the faireſt opportunity of 


revenge preſented itſelf. Having carefully ſtudied 


the records, and finding that they did not inſure 
the certainty he withed of my conviction, on the 
evening preceding the trials, he ſeat for my ſoli. 
citor TO HIS OWN HOUSE, and deſired him to con- 
ſ:nt to the alterations his Lordſhip propoſed in 
both the cauſes, that of che North Briton, No. 45, 
and of the Ehay on li man. The Chief Fuſpia 
ſunk into the crafty attorney, and made himſelf 2 
party againſt the perion accuſed before him as 
judge, when he ought to have preſumed me inno- 
cent. My ſolicitor refuſed, and againſt his conſent 
the records were there materially altered by his Lord- 
ſhip's expreſs orders, ſo that I was tried on two 
new charges, very different from thoſe I had an- 


ſwered. This is, I believe, the moſt daring vio- 


lation of the rights of Engliſpmen, which has been 
committed by any judge ſince the time of Te effries; 
| yet this arbitrary Scottiſb Chief Fuſtice ſtill remains 

aunimpeached—exctept in the hearts of the whole 
nation. Several of the Fury were by counter-no- 
tices, ſigned Summoning Officer, prevented from at- 
tending on the-day appointed for- the trial, while 
others had not only private notice given them of 


' the real day, but likewiſe inſtructions for their be- 


haviour. To crown the whole, Lord Mansfeld in his 
charge tortured both tbe Iaw and the fad fo groſily, that 
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he audience were ſhocked no leſs at the indecency 
than at the partiality of his conduct. I was during 
all this time very dangerouſly ill with my daugh- 
ter at Paris, abſolutely incapable -of making any 
perſonal defence, and indeed totally ignorant of 
the two new queſtions, on which I was to be tried. 

« The Majority in the Houſe of Commons had in 
this interval grown ſo impatient for revenge, that 
they would not wait to ſee if I ſhould be intangled 
in the nice meſhes of the curious Mansfield net, 
which was to be ſpread for me. They voted my 
expulſion, while I was confined to my bed at Paris, 
although I had ſent to their Spzater the moſt au- 
thentic proof of my abſolute inability to attend 
their ſummons, and had only deſired a ſhort delay. 
Humanity pleaded my cauſe in vain. The corrupt 
and cankered hearts of thoſe men, which had been 
ſhut againſt juſtice, were not open to pity. They 
were ſteeled againſt compaſſion, but I am ſure they 
will feelliemorſe. 

I now proceed to the other chene brought a 
againſt me, which reſpects an, idle poem, called an 
Ess ay on Woman, and a few other detached 
verſes, If fo much had not been ſaid on this ſub- 
jet, I ſhould be ſuperior to entering upon any juſ- 
tification of myſelf, becauſe I will always main- 
tain the right of private opinion in its fulleſt ex- 
tent, when it is not followed by giving any open, 


public offence to any eſtabliſhment, or indeed to : 


4 


gave however no offence to any one in 
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a any i individual The crime e commences from thence, _ 


even to puniſh outrageous and indecent attacks on, 
what any community has decreed to be ſacred. 


Not only the rules of good breeding, but the lau 


of ſociety, are then infringed. In my ewn cloſet, 


T had a right to examine, and even to try by the 
keen edge of ridicule, afty opinions I pleaſed, If 
T have laughed pretty freely at the glaring abſur- 


dities of the moſt monſtrous creed, which was ever 


_ attempted. to be impoſed on the credulity of chri- 


ſtians, a creed which our great 77/lo//on wisns 
TE CHURcH of ENGLAND WAS FAIRLY RID 
or, it was in private J laughed. I am not the firſ 


good proteſtant, who has amuſed himſelf with the 
_ egregious nonſenſe, and ſiliy conceits, of that 


ſtrange, perplexed and perplexing mortal, that 
faint of more admirable ſwallow and more happy 
digeftion than any of the tribe, . 

idual of 
the community, The fact is, that after the affair 


of the Nox TH Briton, the government brib'd 


one of my ſervants to Heal a part of the Essav on 
Woman, and the other pieces, out of my houſe. 


Not quite a fourth part of the volume had been 


printed at my own private preſs. The work had 
been diſcontinued for ſeveral months, before I had 


the leaſt knowledge of the theft. Of that fourth 
part only twelve copies were worked off, and 1 


6 


er gave one of thoſe copies to any friend. In this 
ce, famous manner did government get poſſe on of this 
nd N / ſubject of accuſation, and, except in the caſe of 
[rernon Sydney, of this new ſpecies of crime; for a 
wart only could make the refinement in tyranny of 
ſacking and robbing the receſſes of cloſets and 
dies in order to convert private amuſements into 
the ue crimes. After the ſervant had been brib'd to 
mmit the theft in his maſter's houſe, the moſt a- 
ndoned man of the age, who in this virtuous reign 
Triſen to be ſecretary of ſtate, was bribed to puke 
complaint to the Houſe of Lords that I had puBLIsH- 


* Wh an infamous Peer, which no man there had ever 
* en. It was read before that great aſſembly of grave 
a0 rd; and pious prelates, excellent judges of wit and Foe- 
wir ,and was ordered to lie on the table, for the Clerks 


hat the Houſe to copy, and to ypurLIsn through the 
py tion, The whole of this proceeding was I own a 

7 {Wblic inſult on order and decency, but it was com- 
of itted by the Hove of Lords, not by the accuſed Mem- 
air Ir of the Houſe of Commons. "The neat, prim ſmirk- 
ba Caplain of that babe of grace, that gude cheeld of 
e prudiſh Air of Scotland, the Earl of March, was 
ifs, Nehly offended at my having made an ay on Woman. 
en nature could not forgive me that 1NEFFABLE 
had me, and bis own condudt did not afford me the ſha- 


had of an apology. In great wrath he drew his grey 
nth eie quill againſt me. The pious peer caught the a- 
Wn, and they both poured forth moſt woeful lamen- 


ions, their tender hearts overwhelmed with grief, 
| H 
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or as the Chaplaia, who held the pen, faid, wit 
GRIEFS OF GRIEFs. He procceded to make vey 
unfair extracts, and afterwards to be-note them in the 
fouleſt manner. The moſt vile blaſphemies were fo 
ged, and publiſhed as part of a work, which in realiy 
contained nothing but fair ridicule on ſome doctrina 
I could not believe, mock panegyric flowing from may 
envy, which ſickened at the fuperior parts and abilitii 
as well as wondrous deeds of a man I could not low 
a few portraits drawn from warm life, with the t 
high colouring of a youthful fancy, and two or thm 
deſcriptions, perhaps too luſcious, which though x 
TURE and wOMAN might pardon, a Ridge and 
Mansfield could not fail to condemn. 


1 have now, gentlemen, gone through all che d 
jeclions, which have been made to my conduct ii 
public capacity. My enemies finding that I was i 
vulnerable, where they pointed their moſt envenon 
darts, afterwards attempted to aſſinate my privu 
character, and propagated an infinite variety. 
groundleſs calumnies againſt me. I have general 
treated theſe with the contempt they deſerved, ſn 
the certainty that all who knew me, would ke 
that I was incapable of the things laid to . 1 
A few falſchoods advanced with more boldneſs th 
the reſt, I was at the pains to refute. The Winch 
ſtory in particular, becauſe it reſpected Lord gu 
own ſon, and had been uſhered to the public 1 7 
: the greateſt parade, as well as with all the impudei 
of malice, and rage of party, I diſproved ſo fil 
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at I am ſure not the leaſt ſhadow of a doubt re- 
nained in any man's mind as to my entire innocence 
f:that moſt illiberal charge. I have liv d ſo along a 
nong you, gentlemen, that I will reſt every thing re- 
pecting me as a private man to the teſtimony, which 
je experience of ſo many years authorizes you to 
ive, well knowing that true candour always weighs 
n the ſame balance faults and virtues. The Hades 
private life are darkened by an enemy, but ſcarce- 
ſeen by a friend. Beſides it is not given to every 
han to be as pious as Lerd Sandwich, or as chaſte, 
n and out of the marriage bed, in all thought, word, 
and Mind deed, as the Pi/hop of Glouceſter, | 
« A few other particulars, gentlemen, deſerve to 
e mentioned, that you may have before you the whole 
f my conduct in theſe intereſting affairs. Immedi- 
tely after the late flagrant breach of the laws, 1 
ought it my duty to the community to commence 
dions againſt all the perſons guilty. I deſpiſed the 
eanneſs of attacking only agents and deputies. I 
ndeavoured to bring to the juriidiftion of the law, 
e principals, the fir and great offenders, the tvs 
retaries of flate, I biuſh for my country, when 1 
id that though I have employed the ableſt gentlemen 
che profeſſion, they have hitherto found it impoſ- 


ied, braving the juſtice of his country. Lord Ha- 
ar lives, perhaps to triumph over it, and to give 
| te to future ſecretaries of committing the 


of leſt violation of the rights of the Commons with 
H | 


ble even to force an appearance. Lord Egremont 


„ 
impunity. The judicial proceeding-at my ſuit can 
menced in the beginning of May twelvemonth, a 
now at the end of October in the preſent year, hy 
Lordſhip has not entered any appearance, feckity 
ſhelter all the winter under Privilege, all the ſumne 
under the chicane of law. The little cffenders inde 
have not eſcaped. Several honeft. juries have marke 
them with ignominy, and their guilt has been fol 
lowed with legal puniſhment. But what is of ini 
nitely greater importance to the nation, we ban 
heard from the Bench, that ENI RAL WARRann 
ARE ABSOLUTELY ILLEGAL. Such a declaration 
now become in the higheſt degree intereſting tot 
ſubject, becauſe the Majority i in this courtly Houſe 
Commons refuſed, the very laſt winter, to come to an 
reſolution in favour of the rights of their fellow {al 
jects. We owe it likewiſe to the moſt upright, ind 
pendent, and intrepid Chief Fuftice of the Court! 
Common Pleas, that in the action againſt the under & 
cretary of State, Mr. Vood, THE SEIZURE or Vl 
PERS, except in caſes of High 488 has been g 
clared 1LLEROAL. | 

« When I reſiect on theſe two moſt important ae 
terminations in favour of liber ty, the beſt cauſe, al 
the nobleſt ſtake, for which men can contend, Teal 
gratulate my free-born countrymen, and am full 
gratitude that heaven inſpired me with a firmneſs a 
fortitude equal to the conduct of ſo arduous a buſinel 
Under all the wanton cruelties of uſurped and ab 
power, the goodneſs of the cauſe ſupported me, af 
never loſt fight of the great object, which I had fi0 
-the firſt in my view, the preſervation of the righ 
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nd. privileges of every Fugliſhman. I glory in the 
name, and will never forget the duties reſulting from 
t Tho' Lam driven into exile from my dear country, 
ſhall never ceaſe to love and reverence its conſtitution, 
mile it remains free. It will continue my firſt ambition 


tive country, and to what it holds moſt dear, the ſe- 
urity of our invaluable liberties. While I live, I 
hall enjoy the ſatisſaction of thinking that I have not 
wed in vain, that the preſent age has borne the no- 
leſt teſtimony to me, and that my name will paſs 
ith honour to poſterity, for the upright and diſinte- 
eſted part I have acted, and for my unwearied endea- 
ours 70 protect and ſecure the perſons, horſes, and papers 
f ny fellow-ſubjedts from arbitrary wiſts and fm 
I am, Gentlemen, | 
with much regard and aſſection, 
your moſt obliged and obedient humble ſervant, 
paris, Ocz. 22, 1 760. 
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To the Rt. Hon. Joun START,“ Earl ef BuTs, 


mmiſſibner of the Treaſury in England, ene of the f- 
en Repreſentatives of the Peers of Scotland, one of his 


the moſt noble Engliſh Order of the Garter, 
My Lord, 


give a peculiar propriety to the fond wiſh. I 
u formed of making this humble offering eat“ the 


o approve myſelf a faithful ſort of England, and Iſhall 
ways be ready to give my life a willing ſacrifice to my 


Joann Wilkes. 
Dedication prefixed to the Fall of Mortimer. 4 Tragedy. ; 


hancellor of the Univerſity of Aberdeen in Scotland, firſt 
44% s moſt honourable Privy Council, and Knight of 


ANY and various motives have 18 gh to 
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ſhrine of Burr. I have felt an honeſt adieu 
at all the invidious, © unjuſt,” and odious applications 
of the ſtory of Rocex MOoRTIMER. I abſolutely dif 
claim the moſt diſtant alluſion, and I purpoſely dedi. 
_ cate this Play to your Lordſhip, becauſe hiſtory dos 
not furniſh a more ſtriking contraſt than there is bs 
twecn the two miniſters, in the reigns of Edward th 
Third, and of George the Third. - I ſhall trace thi 
through a variety of the moſt intereſting particular ſs 
ſecure of the ſatisfaftion your Lordſhip will find by BMW 
the accompanying me in ſo pleaſant a purſuit.” o 

Edward the Third” was held in the moſt abſ- i. 
tate ſlavery by his mother and her miniſter ; the fin 
nobles of England were excluded from the By | 
councils, and the minion diſpoſed of all places d ol ak 
profit and truſt. The king's uncles did not retain, tl 
ſhadow of power and authority. They” wenn 
treated with inſult, and the whole royal family « bw" 
came” not only depreſſed, but forced to depend up 
the caprice of an inſolent favourite. The young r kin 
had been victorious over the Scots, « then a fierce, fl 
vage, and perfdious people, who were in that reigh 
our cruel enemies, though happily in 2577 our dear 
friends. On every favourable opportunity, either bj 
the digractions i in the public councils << of this king 
dom,” , during a minority, or by the abſence of the n2 
tional troops, they had ravaged England with fire aut 10 
ſword. Edævard might have compelled them to xi 
cept of any terms, * ſo glorious and deciſive was tt 
ſucceſs of his arms; but ROGER Mor TiMER, fro 
perſonal motives of his own n and ambition, bat 
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. ignominious peace, by which be 
ced 5* the ſacred triumphs eee 


y dif ane the juſteſt elaims of conqueſt. 2 
deci. . It is with the higheſt rapture, r Lord,” 1 now 
doe Maak back to that diſgraceful æra, ( becauſe I feel 


i frikiog contraſt it makes, with the halcyon. 
lays of George the Third, This excellent prince is 

held in no kind of captivity. All his nobles have 

tee acceſs to him. The throne is not now beſieged. 

t- farour not. confined to one partial ſtream, 
flows in a vaxiety of different channels, enriching 
bis whole country. There is now the moſt perfect 
mion among all the branches of the royal family. 
No court min ion now finds it neceſſary for the pre- 
ervation, of his own omuipotence. by the vileſt inſi- 
nations, to divide either the royal, or any noble 
amilies, The king's uncle is now treated with that 
marked diſtinction which his ſingular merit is en- 
titled to, both from the nation, and the throne, eſta- 
bed by his valour in extinguiſhing a foul rebel- 
lon, which burft upon us from 1 its native North, and 
almoſt overſpread the land. Our ſovereign is con- 
cious that he owes more to our great deli verer than 
ny prince in Europe owes to any ſubjeR ; and he 
ts a noble example of gratitude to princes, gue tes 
rois, ces illuſtres ingrats, font afſez malbeureux' pour ne 
ennoitre pas*, No favourite now has trampled upon 
he moſt reſpectable of the Exg/;/þ nobility, and dri- 
en them from their ſovereign's councils. No dif- 
eie SES: He 8 
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cord now rages. in the kingdom, but every * 
bleſſes the miniſter who has ſo many ways ending 
himſelf, no le(s to the nobility. than to the whole bog 
of the people. Primores populi arripuit, popul 

ftributim. To compleat the contraſt, we N 105 

an adwantageous, a glorious peace, fully adequate i 
all the /xcce/es, to all the glories of the wa. 
The internal policy of this kingdom, my Lord! 
is equally, to be admired. Our gracious ſovereigi 
maturely examines all matters of national impoy 
tance, and no unfair or partial repreſentation of an 
buſineſs, or of any of his ſubjeQs, is ſuffered to he 
made to him, nor can any character be aſſaſſinatedi 
the dark, by an unconſtitutional Prime Miniſter. He 
regularly, by your advice, attends every privat 
council of real moment, and nothing is there, ſul 
mitted to the arbitrary deciſion of ane man. Thy 
happy ftate of things we owe to your lordſhip's au 
ampled care of his Majeſty's youth. The“ impor 
tant” promiſe you made us, that we ſhould frequent 

ly ſee our ſovereign, like his great predeceſſor, V 

liam the Third, preſiding in perſon at the Britif 
| Treaſury, has been fulfilled, to the advantage and 

glory of theſe times, and to the perſecting of that ſcheme 
of economy ſo earneſtly recommended from the thront 
ſo ably carried into execution by your/elf;, and YOUR 

, of the erlag ure, as well as fo, minute 


e Cir Francis Dab wood, now Lord Le Deſpenſer, who fi 0 
puzzling all his life at tavern bills, was called by lord Rute to a 
miniſter the finances of a kingdom above an hundred millions it 
| debt, and ſtiled by him, in the royal manner, my Chancellor,” 


| 
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agree lord Reward of the houſholdꝰ. Your whole eoun- 


6&3 the Duke of Bedford, the Earls of Halifax, 


gonier 3 Mr. George Grenville, and Mr. Fox. The 
ineſs of this great empire is not however entirely 
uſted to them : the moſt arduous and complicate 
arts are not only digeſted and prepared, but finally 
iſed and ſettled, by Gilbert Elliot, Alexander Weds 
burn, Eſqrs. Sir Henry Erſtine, Bart. and the Home. 


fan Another reaſon why I chuſe your Lordſhip for the 
to ige of this dedication is, that you are ſuid, by ire 


r dedicators, to cultivate with ſucceſs the polite 
. How ſparing and penurious is this praiſe? 
ach literary economy is really odious,” They ought 
b have gone further, and to have ſhewn how liberally 
ou are pleaſed to reward all men of genius. Mal- 
rb d and the Home have been nobly provided for. 


Y & Earl Talbot, who thought a civil lift of $00,000 1. a year, 
(efficient to keep up the hoſpitality of a private nobleman's kit- 
ben, in the king of England's palace.” © Yo 
4 The Rev. John Home, Eſq; firſt a preacher among the Scot- 
u Preſbyterians, then a play-right. ., This preacher, like the 
amous Threſher, the blind Cobler, and others, was at the begin- 
543. k 21915 4 143k : A's b 7 

ig looked upon as a prodigy of genius and learning, from having 
roduced one tolerable piece. He went on, and it was ſoon ſeen 
ow mean and contemptible his talents were, He ſunk into ob- 
urity, and his fame, like the torrent he ſpeaks of in Douglaſs, | 


— 
. 


U - / - Infuſed siEZNOE with a 8T1LLY * SOUND.“ 
£ þ l TT.. ͤ DEELYe. |: A 
4 d David Mallech, author of many forgotten poems and plays, 


2% formerly an uſher to a ſchool in Scotland, On his arrival from 


0 rade North, he became a great declaimer at the London coffee- 
to buſes againſt the Chriftian religion. Old ſurly Dennis was highly 
on ended at his conduct, and always called him Moloch. He then 


hanged his name to Mallet, and ſoon after publiſhed, An Epiſite 
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1 W 
lor Wh My. Pope on Verbal Criticiſm, Thecbald was attacked än it, 


rremont-and Gower ; the Lords Henley, Mansfield and 


of ſtate too, is compoſed of men of the firſt abili- 


% 
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Let Oburcbil ar Armftrong write like them, yy 
lordſhip's claffical taſte will reliſh their works, 
patronize the authors. Vou, my lord, are faid wi 
not only a Patron, but a Fudge, and Mallbeb adi 
that he wiſhes, “for the honour of our country, th 
this praiſe were not, almoſs exclafovely, your o. 
with too, for the honour of my country, and to pri 
ſerve your lordſhip from the contagion of a mali 
nant envy, that you would not again give permij 
to a Scoztifþ ſeribbler to ſacrifice almoſt the whole boi erit 
of our nobility and gentry to his itch of panegyrie dt 
you, of pay from you; and I ſabmit, whether a unt 
ture inconvenience may not reſult from ſo remarkad 
an inſtance how certain and-fpeedy the way to obu 
the laß is, by means of the ff. Pot 


and ſoon revenged himſelf in the .new edition of Shakeſpein 
An anonymous writer has, like a Scotch pedlar, in wit, upbrax 
* His pack on the ſubject. I may faſtiy ſay of this author,1 eib 
Fulſtaſfe does of Poins Hang him, babeon! his wit is as thi 
© as Tewkeſbury muſtard, there is no more concrit in him th 
* a tallet. Preface, p. 52. Edition of #49h. ch ING 3 | 
This Malicch had the ha avs a wife who had faith enony 
She believed that her huſband was the greateſt poet and wit of ti 
Sometimes ſhe would ſeize and kiſs his hand with raptur 
and if the looks of a friend expreſſed any ſurpriſe, would ap 
Bize, that it wvas the dear hand that wrote thoſe divine on. WO 
once lamented to a lady, how much the reputation of her huſb# 
ſuffered by his name being ſo frequently confounded with tha 
Dr. Smollet. The lady anſwered, Madam, there is a ſhort rent) 
let your buſband keep to bis own nam. 
c The fame man publiſhed Lord Bolingbroke's Poſthumc 
Works, for which a preſentment was made agginft him by ! 
Grand 2 of Middlefex, © Penfioner Johnſon faid, that Lord B 
 fingbro 4 charged a blunderbuſs with all manner of comuen 
tibles 2gainft the human race, that he dared not let it off mf. 
but had hired a rafcal to pull the trigger.” © ' © 


In the octavo abridgment of Johnſon's Dictionary, is an * i 
of „ alias, for otherwiſe, as Mallet other wiſe Mollocks”._ emos 
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1 
« Almoſt all the ſeiences, my Lord, have made 
great a progreſs in England, that we are become 
e ſubjects of jealouſy to the reſt of Europe, but un- 
your auſpices, Botany and Tragedy have reached 
utmoſt height of perfection. Not only the Sem 
power, but the Vegetable Syſtem has been compleated 
the joint labours of your lordfhip, and the great 
r. Hill. Tragedy under Malloch and the Home has 
rivalled the Greet model, and united the different 
erits of the great moderns. The fire of Shakeſpeare, 
d the correctneſs of Racine, have met in your two 


thur Murphy, Gent. He has the additional merit 
acting no leſs than of evriting, ſo as to touch in the 
oft exquiſite manner all the fine feelings of the hu- 
in frame. I have ſcarcely ever felt myſelf more 
cibly affected, than by this poor neglected player, 
cept a few years ago at the Ducheſs of Queensberry's, 
here your lordſhip ſo frequently exhibited. In one 
ft which was remarkably humane and amiable*, you 
Mere fo great, that the general exclamation was, Bere 
Wh» 4:4 not ad. In another part you were no leſs per- 
& I. mean LIP 2h famous ſcene of Hamlet, where 
Dy pour fatal poiſon into the ear of a good unſuſpeR- 
Ws king. If the great names of Muxr HV and Burx, 
f players, penſantur eadem trutind, it is no lattery to 
5 that you, my lord, were not only ſuperior, but 
en unrivalled by him, as well as by all who have 
er appeared on the great ſtage of the world. As 


Lord Bute acted Lothario remarkably well It was-the ex- 
ron of Frederic, Wwe Wen — by the public, Here 
1 abs not af, | 


untrymen. One other exotic too I muſt not forget: 
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a. writer, I take Mr. Murphy rather to excel you, a 
ceept in points of Orthography as an ackor, he © 
form no pretenſion to an equality. Nature indeedi 
her utmoſt ſimpliciiy we admire in Mr. Murphy ; ly 
art, art, characterizes your lordſnii ß. 
This too gives your lordſhip a claim to the del 
cation of this Play. You are perfect in every thiy 
reſpeRting the powers of ating. Your whole min 
has been formed to it. All your faculties have beg 
directed to this important object. While Mr. Pi 
Lord Temple, and others, your cotemporaries, we 
preparing themſelves for the national buſineſs of pa 
liament, and already taking a diſtinguiſhed part the 
you, after a ſeyen years SERVICE in the Houſe of Peer 
condeſcended to tread many a private ſtage in the hig 
buſkins of pompous, ſonorous tragedy. With wi; 
ſuperior ſucceſs I record with pleaſure. | Mr. Pitt a 
his noble brother Are now both in Aa private Ration 
You have, almoſt exclufrucly, the ſmiles of your fort 
reign ; they only the empty applauſe of their county 
This too they ſhare with others; a Duke of Newcafl 
and Devonſpire; 1 Marquis of Rockingham, an £arl( 
Hardwick, and the two ſpirited young nobles, wil 
ſtand ſo high in fame and virtue, whom England gl 
ries that ſhe can call her own, the Dukes of Graf det 
and Portland. Theſe . diſtinguiſhed characters muMhich 
ever be reſpected by your lordſkip, for their arda;;+. 
love of our Sovereign and of Liberty, and honoured i. 
this nation as the declared, determined, and combine i. 
enemies of deſpotic, inſolent, contemptible fuwouritii Ken 
As Trageay and Botany have thus reared their beate fin 
es me leave to recommend to your lordſhip one il 
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it point reſpecting the Sciences, and the 22th 
ret, which ſtill remains unſettled: I mean Oribo- 
by. The French academy has fixed it for their 
tion; yet a bold modern, Voltaire, has dared to de- 
-te from their rules, and has endeavoured to eſta- 
ih a new Orthography, ſtill nearer approaching to 
e modern pronunciation. I have ſeen, and ad- 
red, ſome curious ſpecimens of your lordſhip's la- 
urs of this kind, moſt happily adapted even to the 
male mode of pronunciation, which, *< ſurely” with 
je, as well as with a polite nobleman, muſt ever 
eat the palm, if not of correctneſs, yet of grace and 
legance. Indeed, my lord, the letters © to which“ 
allude, are fo curious, that I wiſh for a fac fimile 
f them, as we have of one of the famous genuine let- 
„of your countryman Archibald Bower. They 
ould, I am perſuaded, excel all the curious manu- 
ipts of this kind in your own Univerſity of Aber- 
n, or among the immenſe collection of learned 
doks of your late valuable purchaſe, the Argyle li- 
ary. May I not therefore hope, that as the Def- 
tive Treaty is now ſigned, your Lordſhip? 5 labours 


| ill be directed to this important point, and that we 
485 lay ex pect to ſee a compleat Orthographi cal Diction ary, , 
i determine the knotty point of Britain for Briton, 


dich has of late puzzled that great writer, the great 
rox himſelf “, notwithſtanding the excellence of | 


of "Thoſe endeiring words, Bern and educated in this country,” 7 
q in the name of Britain, were ſeen by ſeveral in the above royal 
itography, of, Britain for Briton, and ſome pretended to give 
Een Bafilike of his ſacred majeſty King George the third from 
"wr word, the political _ the 2098 in aun e 


Wache royal Ober.... 
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His Soni education ? Eaſe and elegance will, I y 


perſnaded, ſtill attend your Lordſhip, as inſeparzjj 


as they have ever done, nor will you in this caſe} 


in danger of being forſaken by them, when, as þ 


nedict (or if you pleaſe, in your own botanical phr, 
Carduus Benedictus) ſays, now he is turned Orthogr 
Sher, bis avords are a Very fantaftical baugurt, ju 
many firange diſhes. 

I ſhould have added, my 1 that the Ply 
make an offering of is a Tragedy, the moſt grave: 
moral of all poems, and therefore with a happy pu 
priety comes inſcribed to your Lordſhip, the m 
grave, the moſt moral of all men. A auztty comedy, 
would never have offered to your Lordſhip, nc; i 
_ deed to any of your countrymen. Wit is an init 
tuns, which bewilders and leads us aſtray. It is 


ſhip has never deviated into it. You have march 
on with ſolemn dignity, keeping ever the true 70 
ſtep, and have on the greateſt occaſions (SO ny 
SO honoured—— in the Houſe of Lords * ) exhibited t 
the world what you learned on the ſtage, the mt 
pompous diftion with the boldeſt theatrical well u 
| finitely ſuperior to all the light airs of wit or humou 
The eaſy ſocl of laughing . vou never cond 
Icended to wear. 
I have one thing more to urge to your Lordſhj 
. - The Play is quite imperfet. Your Lordſhip lo 
the ſtage: ſo does Mr. Murphy. Let me intreat y0 
Lordſhip to aſſiſt your friend in perfecting. 3 
ſcenes of this Tragedy, and from theſe crude |: 
* A line of Mr, Pope, ſpeiking of Lord Marijl 


1 
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en Jobnſon and others, to give us a pte 
Ly. It is the warmeſt wiſh of my heart, that the 
il of BuTs may ſpeedily compleat the ſtory of Ro- 
n MoxTiMER, I hope that your Lordſhip wilt 
iciuſly condeſcend to undertake this arduous taſk, 
which, parts like your's are ſo peculiarly adapted. 
variety of anecdotes in real life will ſupercede the 
it neceſſity of poetical fiction. To you every thing 
ill be eaſy. The rb Ad of this Play will find ra- 
tt great as your*s ſtill in full vigour, even after yon 
ne run fo wonderful a career. If more important 
cerns, either of buſineſs or amuſement, engage you 
o much, I beg, my Lord, that you will pleaſe roy- 
ſh to command Mr. Murphy, as Mr. Macpherſon 
ys you COMMANDED him to publith the proſe-poems = 
Fingal and Temora. Such a work will immorta- 
e your glory in the /7terary, as the Peace of Paris 
nll in the political world, and when the name of 
dcrR MoRTIMER ſhall be mentioned, that of 
UTE will follow in the lateſt times+. 

+ This idea does not ſeem to be diſagrezable to the noble Lord, 
the following paſſage of a late French JR" be true. We 
hear with pleaſure, of the progreſs of the polite arts even to 
altima Thule, We are informed from the north of Scotland, 
that at Mount Stewart, in the ifle of Bute, is lately finiſhed a 
luperb tenotaph, of the fineſt ſtatuary marble; 5 the defign 18 
beſt ö in the inſcription, 

F | Felici Genio 

Advice Fame 


ROGERI MORTIMER 
| Comiti de March 


77 Quo monſtravit vim 0 
„Bar qual cumque grati rg et honoris ab 
O1lu:t 

| Johavnes Stuart TD B32 
Comes de Bote. 


( 
Vive me leave now, my Lord, to offer my than 
as an Exgliſuman, for your publie conduct. At yay 
acceſſion. to power, you found us a diſtracted, d 
united nation. The late abandoned mini/er f 
people had wickedly extended every art of corrupti 
through all ranks of men, the ſenate not excepted 
I ſpeak of the late venal parliament...) You, my Lon 
have made us an united and happy nation. Corry 
tion fared like a guilty thing, upon your ſummons, 
Mr. Fox, nor have I heard of a ſingle inftanceq 
any undue, unconſtitutional influence exerted in th 
ſenate. . I now ſpeak of the. preſent, virtuous parly 
ment. Your Lordſhip too from every foreign cat 
has received the moſt flattering teſtimonies of an i 
bounded confidence in your weracity and good- fail 
equal to their juſt ſenſe of your tran/cendant abilitit, 
I I beg pardon, my Lord, for having ſo long & 
| tained the patriot miniſter of the patriot king, fro 
the great ſcenes of foreign buſrneſs, or the rooting ai 
corruption at home, or the innocent employments ( 
his leiſure hours. I hope Dr. Hill, and the Ham 
will forgive me, and that the great triumvirate ha 
ing compleated a glorious and permanent peace, m 
in learned eaſe, under the ſhade of their own olive 
ſoon enjoy the full ſweets of their own philoſophy 
for as Candide obſerves, Cela eft bien dit, Als 
FAUT CULTIVER NOTRE JARDIN. In your foftz 


more envied hours of retirement, I wiſh you, my Lon 10 
the moſt exquiſite pleaſures under the ſhade of rl 


Cyprian Myrile. Your patriot moments will be paſi 
under the ſhade of your Scottijh Fi ir. | 


5 tins ) | 99851 5m * 

F will no wa intrude on your Lordſhip. The 

con Tree and your countrymen may be impatient to 

kettle with you the Army and the Finances of this 

kingdom. I have only to add my congratulations 

n the peculiar fam? you have acquired, fo ade - 

mate to the wonderful acts of your adminiſtration. 

ou are now in full poſſeſſion of that fame at the 

ead of Tories and Scot/men ; but alas! my Lord, 

nr fantaſtiche; as well as tranſitory is ſame / The on 
wart have their day; and though Mr. Pitt is 
wow adored, as the head of bigs and Engliſhmen, | 
be greateſt can but blaze, and paſs away. 

[ am, with a "oO and r gre? eu to your 


 failWirtues, 

Hes, My Lord, 

g de Pour Lordſhip's 
fron . Very humble ſervant. 
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arch 15, 1763. 


Letter to his Grace the Dux E of Grarron. © 
Me Lox, WR OL > on 


I is a very peculiar u Il ſeel, on my 
eturn to my native country, that a nobleman of 
our grace's ſuperior talents, and inflexible i inte- 
ity, is at the head of the mot important depart- 
ent of ſtate. I have been witneſs cf the general 
Raule, which has been given abr bad, to the 


as Þ 


2 Ps 0 bo 11 


«-\* & 
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Auen his Majeſty has made, and I am happy u 
find my own countrymen zealous and unanimay WP 
in every teſtimony of their approbation. 2! 
I hope, my Lord, that I may congratulate my. i 
ſelf, as well as my country, on your grace's being fl 
placed in a ſtation of ſo great power and impa-WWſs” 
tance. Though I have been cut off from the bo BU 
dy of his majeſty's ſubjects, by a cruel and ut 
proſcription, I have never entertained an idea in 
conſiſtent with the duty of a good ſubject. Ny 
heart fill retains all its former warmth for the 
dignity of England, and the glory of its ſovereign, 
I have not aſſociated with the traitors to our libe- 
ties, nor made a ſingle connection wi h any m 
Who was dangerous, or even ſuſpected by th 
friends of the proteſtant family on the throne. | 
now hope that the rigour of a long-unmerited exil 
is paſt, and that I may be allowed to continue i 
the land, and among the friends of liberty. 
I wiſh, my lord, to owe this to the mercy 0 
my prince, I entreat your grace to lay me wit 
all humility at the king's feet, with the trueſt: 
ſurances, that I have never, in any moment of n 
life, ſwerved from the duty and allegiance Io 
to my ſovereign, and that I implore, and in ee 
thing ſubmit to, his majeſty's clemency. 
Your grace's noble manner of thinking, andt 
obligations I have formerly received, which 4 
ſtill freſh in my mind, wall, I hope, e 
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vropriety to this addreſs ; and I am ſure, a heart, 
glowing with a Jacred zeal of liberty, muſt have a 
farourable reception from the duke of Grafton. I 
fatter myfelf, that my conduct will juſtify your 
grace's interceding with a prince, who is diſtin- 


ruiſhed by a compaſſionate tenderneſs and good- 
refs to all his ſubjects. 


ut 
* I am, with the trueſt _ my Lord, 
My Your Grace's moſt obedient, and moſt 
- the | humble ſervant, 
eig. JohN WILEkES. 
iber 3 


l fecond letter to Eis Grace the Duxt of GRATTOH. 
Firſt Commiſſioner of His Majeſty's Treaſury. 


Vacare culpþa magnum eff folatium ; præ ſartim cum 
hebeam duas reſt quibus me ſuſtentem, optimarum ar- 
um ſcientiam, & mani marum rerum gloriam, qua- 
m altera mihi vivo nunguam eripietur, altera ne 
tuo quidem. pr” - CicERo. 


My Lord, Paris, Dec. 12, 1763. 
Jam not yet recover'd from the aftoniſhment_ 
Tae which I was thrown by your grace's verbal 
neſſage, in anſwer to my letter of the firſt of No- 

nber. In a converſation I had with Colorel Fitz- 
and iv at the Hotel d' Efpaigne, he did me the ho- 
dur of aſſuring me, that I ſhould find his brother 
e real and ſincere friend, extremely deſirous to 
oncur in doing me juſtice, that he was to tell me 
L 2 
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this from your grace, but that many. intereſting 
particulars relative to me cou'd not be communi. 
cated by letter, nor by the poſt. I fondly beliey 
theſe obliging aſſurances, becauſe on a variety df 
occaſions your grace had teſtified a full approbs- 
tion of my conduct, had thank'd me in the mol 
flattering terms as the perſon the moſt uſeful to th 
common cauſe in which we were embark'd, and 
had ſnewn an uncommon zeal to ſerve a man who 
had ſuffer'd ſo much in the cauſe of liberty. 


I returned to England with the gayeſt, and the 
moſt lively hopes. As ſoon as I arriv'd at London 
J deſir'd my excellent friend, Mr. Fitzherbert, U 
wait on your grace, with every profeſfion of i 
gard on my part, and the reſolution I had tak! 
of entirely ſubmitting the mode of the applic atio 
J ſhou'd make to the throne for my pardon, 
cannot expreſs the anxiety, which your grace's a 

ſwer gave me, Mr. Wilkes muſ? write to Lord Ciulgicave 
ham. I then beg'd Mr. Fitzherbert to ſtate th 
reaſons, which made it impoſſible for me to fol 
that advice, from every principle of honour, ba 
public and private. I ſhew'd too the improprit 
of ſupplicating a fello ſubjeR for mercy, the / 
 rogative good Kings are the moſt jealous of, byi 
the brighteſt jewel in their crown, and the 2 


bute, by which they may the neareſt approack 
the Divinity. 
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ting WY 1 afterwards wrote the letter to your grace, which 


[have ſeen in all the public prints. I never re- 


uni- 

erde eeiv'd any other anſwer but a verbal meſſage, Mr. . 
ty of Files mu/? wwrite to Lord Chatham : I do nothing 
obs vhout Lord Chatham. When I found that my 


mot{ſpardon was to be bought with the ſacrifice of my 
o te onour, I had the virtue not to heſitate. I fpurn'd 
ani the propoſal, and left my dear native London 
 wioWvith a heart full of grief that my faireit hopes were 

aſted, of humiliation that I had given an eaſy- 
uth to the promiſes of a Miniſter and a Courtier, 
and of aſtoniſhment that a nobleman of parts and 
liſcernment cou'd continue in an infatuation, from 
hich the conduct of Lord Chatham had recover'd 
very other man in the nation. He was indeed long 
he favourite character of our countrymen. Every 
ongue was wanton in his praiſe. The whole peo- 
le laviſh'd on him their choiceſt favours, and en- 
keavour'd by the nobleſt means, by an unbounded 
eneroſity and confidence, to have kept him vir- 
wons, With what anguiſh were we at laſt unde- 
ew'd ! How much it coſt us to give up a man, 
ho had ſo long entirely kept poſſeſſion of our 
arts! how cruel was the ſtruggle! But alas! 
o is he chang'd ? how fallen? from what height 
wen ? His glorious ſun is Tet, I believe never to 
ik again. FEY Toh INI 
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mien ee Rank then: ide vom 4 
was the guide of his actions, and the love of our Wl .. 
country his ruling paſſion, but he has fully ſneyn Bill ;- 
omnis wis wir virtuſqut in lingud ſita eſt. Our hearts Bil ;; 
glaw'd with gratitude for the important ſervices ke Will , 
had done againſt the common enemy, and the 0 
voice of the nation hail'd him our deliverer ; bu Wi .. 
private ambition was all the while ſkulking behind i 3 
the ſhield of the patriot, and at length in an eri Fr 
hour made him quit the ſcene of all his glory, the By | 
only place, in which he cou'd be truly uſeful, for 
a retreat, where he knew it was impoſſible the con · 
fidence of the people cou'd follow, but where he 11 
might in inglorious eaſe bear his e b. 
nours thick upon him. 1 
I might now, my Lord, expoſtulate with you Wi... 
Grace on a verbal meſſage, and of ſuch a nature, the 
in anſwer to a letter couch'd in the moſt decent 
and reſpectful terms, coming too from a late mem "my 
ber of the legiſlature, I might regret, that the 
largeſt proffers of friendſhip, and real ſervice, cou'l 15 
mean no more than two or three words of cold al. 
vice, that I ſhou'd apply to another. I might be 
tempted to think it a duty of office in the firſt Lon 
'of the Treaſury to have ſubmitted to his Majeſty 5 
petition relative to the exerciſe of the nobleſt acto 
regal power, which any conſtitution can give af 
ſovereign. Surely, my Lord, my application t0 
the firſt Commiſſioner of the Treaſury, who is al 
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e ys conſider'd as the firſt Miniſter in England, 
our vas the very proper application. As I had made 
n 10 diſcovery of any new wonderful pill or drop, 
arts WY nor pretended to the ſecret of curing the gout or 
> be BN he tooth-ach, I never thought of ſolieiting Lord 
the BY Chatham for @ privy feal. His Lordſhip's office was 
but teither important, nor reſponſible, I will not 
ind BY however! enlarge on this, but I ſhall deſire your 
ev rrace's permiſſion fully to ftate what has happen'd 
te BY © me as a private gentleman relative to Lord Chat- 


1 lam, becaufe I wou'd not leave a doubt concern- | 
"i is the propricty of my conduct, in a mind natu- 
ö 2 rally fo candid, and fo capable of Judging truly, 


25 that of the Duke of Grafton. 

believe that the flinty heart of Lord Chatham 
has known the ſweets of private friendſhip, and 
the fine feelings of humanity, as little as eren 
Lord Mansfield. They are both form'd to be ad- 
nir'd, not belov'd. A proud, infolent, overbear- 
ng, ambitious man is always full of the ideas of 
lis own importance, and vainly imagines himfelf 
ſuperior to the equality neceſſary among real 
ſends, in all the moments of true enjoyment, 
Friendſhip i is too pure a pleafure for a mind can- 
ker'd with ambition, or the luſt of power and 
grandeur. Lord Chatham declar'd in Parliament 
the ſtrongeſt attachment to Lora Temple, one of the 
greateſt characters our country cou'd ever boaſt, 
and fard be wood live a die with bis noble brother. 

14 
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He has receiv'd obligations of the firſt magnitude. iſ» 
from that noble brother, yet what trace of gratitude il; 
or of friendſhip was ever found in any part of his een 
conduct? and has he not now declared the mot Mul 
open variance, and even hoſtility?” I have had a Wa! 
warm and expreſs declarations of regard as could be ¶ tue 
made by this marble-hearted friend, and My. Pit 
had no doubt his views in even feeding me with 
flattery from time to time; on occaſions too where 
candour and indulgence were all I cou'd claim. He 
may remember the compliments he paid me on tw, 
certain poems in the year 1754. If I were to take 
the declarations made by himſelf and the late Mr. 
Potter à la litre, they were more charm'd with 
thoſe verſes after the ninety ninth reading, than al- 
ter the firſt ; ſo that from this circumſtance, as wel 
as a few of his ſpeeches in parliament, it ſeems u 
be likewiſe true. of the firſt orator, or rather the 
firſt comedian, of our age, non difplicuifſe illi Jon, 
fed nom contigifſe. | 
I will now ſubmit to your grace, if X 5 was 

not ſomething peculiarly baſe and perfidious in If, 
Pit!'s calling me a blaſphemer cf my God for tho 
very verſes, at a time when I was abſent, and da- A 
gerouſly ill from an affair of honour. The charg: prick 
too he knew was falſe, for the whole ridicule Hon a 
- thoſe two. pieces was confined to certain myſteries N cou- 
which formerly the unplac d and unpenſton d Mr, PW in th 
did not think himſelf obliged even to affect to be:. 


"== 
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tude: nere. He added another charge equally! unjuſt, 
tude tat I was the libeller of ny king, though he was 
' bis enſible that I never wrote a ſingle line diſreſpect- 
molt aul to the ſacred perſon of my ſovereign, but had 
d as caly attack'd the deſpotiſm of his minifters, with: 
d be ¶ ue ſpirit becoming a good ſubject, and zealous: 
pin rend of his country. The reaſon of this .perfidy: 
vas plain. He was then beginning to pay homage 
to the Scottiſb Idol, and I was the moſt acceptable 
facrifice-he cou'd offer at the ſhrine of Bur R. Hiſ- 
tory ſcarcely gives ſo remarkable a change. He was 
2 feu years ago the mad, ſeditious Tribune of the 
M. People, inſulting his Sovereign even in his capital 
with N city, now he is the abject, crouching deputy of the 
a af. ¶ proud Scot, who he declar'd in parliament wanted 
well Nam, and held principles incompatible with freedom; 
s: moſt ridiculous! character ſurely for a ſtateſman, 
the and the ſubject of a free kingdom, but the very 
cc proper compoſition for a favourite. Was it poſſible 

for me after this to write a ſuppliant letter to Lord 
wa I Chatham 2 ] am the firſt to pronounce myſelf moſt 
Mr. MW unworthy. of a pardon, if I could have obtain'd it on 
hole Ml thoſe terms. | 
lan- Although I declare, my Lord, that the conſcious 
ag: pride of virtue makes me look down with contempt 
ef on a man, who cou'd be guilty of this baſeneſs, who 
en cou'd in the lobby declare that Imuſt be ſupported, and 
Fut in the Houſe on the ſame day deſert and revile me, yet 


/ 
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Iwill on every occaſion do juſtict to the Minifer 
He has ſerv'd the public in all thoſe points, when 
the good of the nation coincided with his own pri. 
vate views; and in no other. I venerate the me- 
mory of the Secretary, and I think it an honour to 
myſelf that I ſteadily ſupported in parliament an 
adminiſtration, the moft ſucceſsful we ever had, and 
which carried the glory of the nation to the highef 
pitch in every part of the world. He found his 
country almoſt in deſpair. He rais'd the noble 
ſpirit of England, and ſtrain'd every nerve again 
our enemies. His plans, when in power, were il - 
ways great, though in direct oppoſition to the de- 
elarations of his whole life, when out of power. The 
invincible bravery of the Britiſh troops gave ſucceis 
even to the moſt raſh, the moſt extravagant, the 
molt deſperate of his projects. He faw early the 
hoſtile intentions of Spain, and if the auritten ad- 
vice had been follow'd, a very few weeks had then 
probably clos'd the laſt general war ; although the 
merit of that advice was more the merit of his xv 
brother, than his own.. After the omnipatence of 
Lord Bute in 1761 had forced Mr. Pitt to retire 
from his Majeſty's Councils, and the cauſe was de- 
clared by himſelf to be our conduct relative to 
Spain, I had the happineſs of ſetting that affair in 
ſo clear and advantageous a light, that he expreſs'd 
the moſt entire ſatisfaction, and particular obliga- 

tions to my friendſhip. I do not however make 
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this a claim of merit to Mr. Pitt. It was my FER 


from the peculiar advantages of information I then 
The conſtitution of our country has no obliga- 


tons to him. He has left it with all its beauties, 


and all its blemiſhes. He never once appear'd in 
earneſt about any queſtion of liberty. He was the 


cauſe that in 1764 no point was gaia'd for the pub- 


lic in the two great queſtions of GN RAL Wa- 
zaNTs, and the Szr1zuRE OF ParERS. The cur- 
ſed remains of the court of Star Chamber, tie enor- 


nous power of the Attorney General, the ſole great 


judicial officer of the crown, who is duraxte bens 
platito, and not upon oath, who tramples on Grand 
Furies, and breaks down the firft, the foremoſt bar- 
riers of liberty, continued during his adminiſtration 
the ſame as before. Every grievance, which was 
not rooted out by the glorious revolution, and the 
latter ſtruggles of our patriots, ſtill ſubſiſts in full 
force, notwithſtanding the abſolute power he exer- 
cis'd for ſeveral years over every department of the 
ate. But I have done with Loyd Chatham, I leave 
him to the poor conſolation of a place, a penſion, 
and a peerage, for which he has fold the confidence 


of a oe! nation. Pity thall find, and _ over 


kim. 
kan doc, my Lied, once more driven from the 


Romans to the gay, the polite 4rherians, but I ſhalt 


endeavour to convince your grace that I am not to- 
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tally loſt to my country nor to myſelf, in this ſcene 
of elegant difſipation, and that I do not waſte the 
time in unavailing complaints of my hard fate, and 
the ingratitude of thoſe J have ſerv'd with ſucceſ,, 


for I ſhall very ſoon beg to call the public attention 


to ſome points of national importance, and in the 
mean time I ſhall embrace this opportunity of do. 
ing myſelf juſtice againſt the calumnies, which 2 
reſtleſs faction does not ceaſe to propagate. 
The affair of the GENERAL WarRanrT, and the 
 Hapefs Corus, is told very unfaithfully, and 
almoſt every particular, relative to my being made 
a priſoner, and ſent to the Tower on the 3oth of 
April 1763, has been injuriouſly miſrepreſented in 
ſeveral late publications. I ſhall therefore ſtate the 
tranſactions of that memorable day, and I may ap- 
| peal to the minutes taken at the time for the accu- 
racy of this relation. 
On my return from the city early, i in the morning, 
I met at the end of Great George Street one of the 
King's Meſſengers. He told me that he had a avar- 
rant to apprehend me, which he muſt execute im- 
mediately, and that I muſt attend him to Lord Ha- 
Iifax's. I deſired to ſee the warrant, He ſaid it was 
againſt the authors, printers, and publiſhers of the 
North Briton, No. 45, and that his verbal oxders 
were to arreſt Mr. Willies. I told him the warrant 
did not reſpe& me: I advis'd him to be very civil, 
and to uſe no violence in the ſtreet, for if he attempt- 


1 3 
ed force, I wou'd put him to death in the inſtant; 


| but if he would come quietly to my houſe, I wou'd 
| convince him of the illegality of the warrant, and 


the injuſtice of the orders he had recerv'd. He choſe 
to accompany me home, and then produc'd the Ge- 
nERAL WARRANT. I declar'd that ſuch a warrant 
was abſolutely illegal and void in itſelf, that it was a 
ndiculous warrant againſt the whole Engliſh na- 
tion, and I aſk'd why he would ſerve it on me, ra- 
ther than on the Lord Chancellor, on either of'the 
Secretaries, on Lord Bute, or Lord Corke, my next 
door neighbour. The anſwer was, J am to arreſt 
Mr. Wilkes, About an hour afterwards two other 
Meſſengers arriv'd, and ſeveral of their aſſiſtants. 
They all endeavour'd in vain to perſuade me to ac- 
company them to Lord Halifax's. I had likewiſe 
many civil meſſages from his Lordſhip to deſire my 
attendance. My only anſwer was, that I had not 
the honour of viſiting his Lordſhip, and this firſt ap- 
plication was rather rude and ungentlemanlike. ' 
While ſome of the meſſengers and their aſſiſtants 
were with me, Mr. Churchill came into the room. 
| had heard that their verbal orders were likewiſe 
to apprehend him, but I ſuſpected they did not 
know his perſon, and by preſence of mind I had the 
happineſs of ſaving my friend. As ſoon as Mr. 


Churchill enter'd the room, I accoſted him, Good 


morrow, Mr. Thomſon. How does Mrs. T homſon do 


o day ? Does foe dine in the country ? Mr. Churchill 


# 
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thank'd me, faid the then waited for him, that he 
only came for a moment to afk me how I did, and 
almoſt directly took his leave. He went home im. 
mediately, ſecur'd all his papers, and retir'd into 
the country. The meffengers cou'd never get in- 
telligence where he was. The following week he 
came to town, and was preſent both the days of hear. 
ing at the court of Common Pleas, | 

The whole morning paſs'd in mefftges between 
Lord Halifax and me. The buſineſs of the meſſen. 
gers being ſoon publicly known, feveral of ny 
friends came to me on fo extraordinary an event.! 
deſir d two or three of them to go to the court of 
Common PLeAs, to make affidavit of my being 
made a priſoner in my own houſe under an illegal 
evarrant, and to demand the HARBEAS Conpus. 


The Chief juſtice gave orders that it ſhould iſſue 
immediately. 


Aconſtable came afterwards with ſeveral affiftants 
to the meſſengers, I repeatedly infiſted on their al 
leaving me, and declar'd I won'd not ſuffer any one 
of them to continue in the room againſt my conſent, 
for I knew and would ſupport the rights of an En- 
gliſiman in the ſanctuary of his own houſe, I was 
then threaten'd with immediate violence, and a re- 
giment of the guards, if neceſſary. I ſocn found 
all refiſtance would be vain. The conſtable de- 
manded my ſword, and inſiſted on my immediately 

attending the meſſengers to lord Halifun's. I re- 
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plied, that if they were not aſſaſſins, they ſhou'd 
ict give me their names in writing. They complied 
with this, and thirteen ſet their hands to the paper, 
[ then got into my own chair, and proceeded to 
lord Halifax's, n by the e and their 
aliſtants. 

Iwas conducted into a great apartment fronting 
the park, where lord Halifax and lord Egremont, 
the two ſecretaries of ſtate, were ſitting at a table 
cover'd with paper, pens and ink. The under- 
ſecretaries ſtood near their lordſhips. Mr. Lovel 
Stanhope, the law clerk, and Mr. Philip Carteret 
Webb, the ſolicitor of the Treaſury, were-the only 
perſons beſides who attended, Lord Egremont re- 
ceiv'd me with a ſupercilious, inſolent air; lord 
Halifax with great politeneſs. I was defir'd to 
take the chair near their lordſhips, which I did. Lord 
Halifax then began, that he was really concern d that 
he lad been nece/ſitated to proceed in that manner 
againſt me, that it was exceedingly to be regretted that 
a gentleman of my rank and abilities cou'd engage 
againſt his King, and his Majeſty's government. I 
replied, that his lordſhip could not be more miſtaken, 


fir the King had not a ſubject more zealouſly attach'd 


to his perſon and government than myſelf; that I had 
all my life been a warm friend of the Houſe of Brun/- 
wick, and the Proteſtant Succeſſion; that while I 


nade the trueft profeſſions of duty to the King, I was 
equally free to declare in the ſame mament, that I b. 
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liv d no Prince. had ever the misfortune of being 
ferv'd by Juch ignorant, inſolent, and deſpotic mini/r, 
ef which my being there cuas a freſh, glaring proof, fu 
I as brought before their lordſhips by force, under g 
GENERAL WARRANT, which nam'd no body, ir 
violation of the laws of my country, and of the jri 
wileges of Parliament; that I beg'd both their hut. 
ſhips to remember my preſent declaration, that on th 
very firſt day of the enſuing ſefſicn 'of Parliament, | 
<wou'd ſtand up in my place and impeach them for the 
cutrage they had committed in my perſon againſt th 
liberties of the people. Lord Halifax anſwer'd, tht 
nothing had been done but by the advice of the bi 
lawyers, and that it was new his duty to examine nt, 
He had in his hand a long liſt of queſtions, regu- 
larly number'd. He began, Mr. Wilkes, do ju 
know Mr. Kearſly * when did you ſee him? c. Ce. 
T replied, that I ſuſpected there was a wain hoe m 
anſwer would tend rather to whai his lordſhip wijhud 
70 know, that he ſcem'd to be left in a dark, and is. 
tricate path, and really wanted much light to guild 
him through it, but that I cou'd aſure bis lordſbip wt 
a ſingle ray Sud come from me. Lord Halifax re- 
turn'd to the charge, Mr. Wilkes, ao you know Tir 
Kearſly? c. Oc. I ſaid, that this vas a curieſi 

on his lordſhip's part, which hewever laudable in ile 
, feeretary, I did not find myſelf dijpojed to gratify, 


and that at'the end of my examination all the quires if 


paper on'heir Lordſbips table ſhau'd be as milk bil 
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as at the beginning. Lord Halifax then ded to 
remind me of my being their priſoner, and of their 
right tor examine me. I anſwer'd, that I So ima- 
gue their lordſbips time was too precious to be trifled _ 
auc in that manner ; that they might have ſeen be- 
fire I word newer ſay one word they defer d to know 
and I added, Indeed, my lords, I am not made of ſuch | 
fiebt, flimſy ſtuſr; then turning to lord Egremont, 
I ſaid, Cord you 'employ tortures, I wou'd newer ut- 
ter a word unbecoming my Honour, or affe&ing the ſa- 
cred confidence of any friend. God has given me firm- 
mſs and fidelity. You tr ne away your time moſt egre- 
giouſly, my lords. Lord Halifax then advis'd me to 
weigh well the conſequences of my conduct, and the * 
vantages to myſelf of a generons, frank confeſſion. 'Þ 
lamented the proſtitution of the word, — 
to ,, I ſbou d conſider as an att of the utmoſt trea. 
ery, coauardice, and wickedneſs. His lordſhip then 
ald me, IF I choſe to be a priſoner in my own houſe, 
at the Tower, or in Newgate, for be wvas diſpos'd to 
oblige me. I gave his lordſhip my thanks, but I 
dfrd to remark, that I never receiv'd an obliga- 
tion, but from a friend, that I demanded juſtice, and 
ny immediate liberty, as an Engliſhman, who had not 
effended the laws of his country; that as to the reſt, it 
was beneath my attention, the odious idea of reſtraint 
was the ſame odious idea every where ; that I auo d 
& where 1 pleas'd,- and if 1 as reflrain'd by a ſu- 
ferior force, I muſt yield to the violince, but wou'd 
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never give. colour. to it by a ſhameful compromiſ; 
that every thing vas indifferent to me in comparijer Wil m 
of my honour and my liberty; that I made my appeal » ft 
the laws, and had already by my friends applied uM; 
the CoukT or Common PLEAS fer the Haus 

Coryvus, which the Chief Fuſ'ice bad actually w- 
der d to be iſſued, and that I hag*d to owe my iſ: 
charge ſolely to my innocence, and to the wigour 1 
the laau in a free country, Lord Halifax then told 
me, that I fhou'd be ſent to the Tower, where | 
ſhou'd be treated in a manner ſuitable to my rank, and 
that he hop'd the meſſengers had behaw!d well to me. 
J acknowledg'd that they had behav'd with huma- 
nity, and even civility to me, notabit hſtanding the ruf 
fan orders given them by his lordſhip's colleague. | 
then again turn'd to lord Egremont, and ſaid, Yar 
lordſbip's verbal orders auere to drag me out of my bu 
at midnight. The firſt man, who had enter'd ny 
bed-chamber by force, I ſbou d have laid dead on ii 
ſpat: Probably I fbou'd have fallen in the ſtirniſ 
"with the others. 1 thank God, not your. lordſhip, thi 
ſuch a ſcene of blood has been avoided. Your lord ii 
is very ready to iſſue orders, which you hawe neitit 
the courage to fign, nor ¶ believe to juſtify. No re 
ply was made to this. The converſation dropp'd 
Lord Halifax retir'd into another apartment. Lon 
"Egremont continued ſullen and filent, about 
quarter of an hour. I then made a few remarks 01 
ſome capital pictures, which were in the room, aud obſer 
his lordſhip left me alone. 
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I was afterwards conducted into another apart- 
ment. I found there ſeveral of my friends, in ar- 
gument with the moſt infamous of all the tools of 
that adminiſtration, Mr. Philip Carteret ebb. He 
confirm'd to me that I was to be carried to the 
Tower, and avi to know if bad any favours to 
oft. I replied, that I was uſed to confer, not to re- 
wive, favours ; that I was ſuperior to the receiving 
any even from his maſters ; that all I wou'd ſay to 
uin vas, if my valet de chambre was allow'd to at- 
and nd me in the Tower, I fhoud be ſpav'd and have a 
n. clan ſhirt, if he was not, I ou have a loag beard, 
and dirty linen. Mr. Webb ſaid, that orders awou'd 
te given for his admiſſion at the Tower, 1 complain- 
ed of the ſhameful evaſion of the Habeas Corpus, 


Yau in ſending me to the Tower, though the orders of 
y bei we Chief Juſtice Pratt were known. Mr. Webb 
rade no reply to this. e came to viſit me at the 
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Tower in the beginning of my impriſonment, when 
had not the permiſſion to ſee any friend. I de- 
ir'd him almoſt at his firſt entrance to take his 
ave, for if I abt not allow'd to fee thiſe 1 lovw'd, 
I word net fee thoſe I deſpis'd. ES 
While I continued in the Tower, I was preſſed 
to offer bail in order to regain my liberty, and two 
f the firſt nobility deſir d to be my ſecurities in 
the ſum of 100, ooo I. each. I was exceedingly 
grateful for the offer, but would not accept it. I 
obſery'd that neither wy * nor my ſpirits, 
K 2 
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were affected ; that I wou'd by great temperance 


9 

and abſtinence endeavour to compenſate the want a 
of air and exerciſe, but if my health ſufferd ina , 
dangerous way, I wou'd then accept ſuch generous Mill + 
offers, for I hop'd to live that ſo noble a cauſe Bi + 
might be brought to a glorious iſſue fer the liber. I. 
ties of my country. From the beginning of this th 
arduous buſineſs, I wou'd not on any occaſion give Wi ot! 
bail, by which I never involv'd any friend, and n0 
remain'd the perfect maſter of my own conduct. th 
I ſhall now, my lord, proceed to do myſelf juſ. Wt 
tice againſt a calumny of Sir Fohn Cuft, a perſon if the 
of the meaneſt natural parts, and infinitely beneath not 
all regard, except from the office he bears, with N dot 
the utmoſt diſcredit to himſelf, with equal diſgrace iff 51 
and inſufficiency to the public. I find in the vo- iſ {ett 
lume of the Journals of the Houſe of Conmons, jut ill the 
publiſhed, vol. 29. p. 721. Jovis 190. die Janu- rad 
arii 1764. Mr. Speaker acquainted the Houſe, Wi tha! 
ce that he, upon Tueſday laſt, receiv'd a letter by WW mer 
«« the general poſt from Mr. Wilkes, dated Pam toc 
ce the 11th inſtant, incloſing a paper in the French jp 
4 language, purporting to be a certificate of one of fil ne, 
cc the French King's phyſicians, and of a ſurgeon Ver 
of the ſaid King's army, relating to the fate off caba 
« Mr. Wilkes's health, ſubſcribed with two names, en 
« but not authenticated before a notary public Vice 
& nor the ſignature thereof verified in any manner u 
© ghatfeves,” Then follow the letter and-crrii il edua 
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nee gate. The inſinuation is too plain to be over- 
ant Wil 150k'd, too falſe to be forgiven. The ſignature 
in a vas verified by my letter. It is certain that the 
ous Wl certificate was in all the uſual forms; yet, though 
auſe Bi the affair was determin'd with reſpe& to me, and 
ber- [was indecently expell'd the Hou/e of Commons on 
this the ſame day, without any time being allow'd for 
give Bi other proof, a regard to truth, and my own ho- 
and Wi tour, made me give the moſt compleat anſwer to 
this wretched ſubterfuge of the abandon'd Majo- 
jul. h. I ſent a ſecond certificate in the uſual form 
rſon they had preſcrib'd themſelves, atteſted by two 
at notaries, and confirm'd by the Engliſh embaſſa- 
ith dor. I wrote likewiſe again to the ſpeaker on the 
race WM 5th of February following, but neither the ſecond 
os letter, certificate, or atteſtation, is to be found in 
jut Wi the Journals, as they ought in juſtice to my cha- 
nu. Ml rater. 'I have, however, my lord, taken care 
uſc, at they ſhou'd be publiſt'd, for in a free govern- 
r by WM nent like ours, I will endeavour through my life 
rs il w emulate the ſpirit of ancient Rome, proves ad 
nch vpm; and while the people do not condemn 
me, I ſhall, perhaps in this, moſt certainly in 
every ſucceeding age, riſe ſuperior to any party 
cabal, or court faction. This ſtep cover'd my 
enemies with confuſion, but was of no farther ſer- 
nice to me. The party war againſt me ceas'd of 
nner courſe in the Houſe of Commons, but flam'd with 
27. equal * in  Wiftminfter-hall and was attended 


WY 


Was exceeding ſlight, but the willingneſs of the 
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with every circumſtance of revenge and cruelty, 
which the ingenious wit of a Mansfield could de- 
viſe to gratify the malice of a bad heart. | 

By the ſame JournaLs, page 723, I find that 
Tam voted guilty of writing and publiſhing the pa- 
per, intituled The North Briton, No. 45, and 
that ſeveral witneſſes were examin'd. There is 
not however in the Jouxxars a ſingle word of the 
evidence they gave, and it is well known that not 
one of them did, or cou'd ſay any thing relative 
to the authorſbip. The evidence of the publicatim 


judges made ample amends for the deficiency of 
the witneſſes, who were not upon oath. The ad- 
miniſtration did not chuſe to riſk either of theſe 
charges againſt me even in the court of King's 
Bench, and I was only tried for a re-publication. If 
will never bluſh at the imputation of being the au- 
| thor of that paper, becauſe I know that truth 1 
reſpected in every line. One circumſtance vil 
ſoon fully appear to the indignant public. I mean 
the large debt on the Civil Li, contracted chieſly ¶ cou 
by the ſcandalous purchaſe of a parliamentary ap- rr as 
probation of the late ignominious Peace, the arbi- 
trary Exciſe, and other ruinous meaſures of the ubm 
Scottiſh miniſter. But J leave the affair of the Ci-Wito 
vil Liſt to a future exact diſcuſſion. _ - +> nd 
The laſt calumny, my lord, which 1 mall Ai ont1y 
prove, reſpects the actions at law againſt lord Ha: 
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fax. Tt is ſaid that I have neglected, or purpoſely” 
liſcontinued them, fince my exile. The imputa- 
ion is totally groundleſs. I was fo ill at Paris in 

he beginning of the year 1764, that it was impoſ- 
ble for me then to return to England alive, but I | 
zve the moſt expreſs orders that the law proceed- 

gs ſhould be carried on with vigour, and in fact 
here was not a moment's delay. When my wound 
egan to heal in the ſpring, I was diſſuaded by all 

ny friends from returning to a country, where the 
tice Name adminiſtration, which had illegally ſeiz'd my 
xerſon, plunder'd my houſe, corrupted the fide- 
ty of my ſervants, and by the wicked arts of an 


ad- Nerbitrary judge, who caus'd the records to be falf-" 
heſe , had juſt obtain'd two verdicts againſt me, 
gere ſtill in full power. Iyielded to theſe reaſons, 
z. Iccauſe propter corum ſcelus, nibil mibi intra meos 


arictes tutum, nihil inſidiis vacuum viderem. Lord 
lalifax for near two years avail'd himſelf of every 

drantage, which privilege and the chicane of law 
ou'd furniſh, He never enter'd an appearance to 


nean 

ie court of juſtice, and the Common Pleas had, as 
ap- Nr as they cou'd, puniſh'd ſuch an open contempt, 
\rbi- Nich a daring proof that adminiſtration wou'd not 


the {Wubmit to the Iavo of the land, and had endeavour- 
Ci. to compel his lordſhip to appear. Towards the 
nd of 1764 I was outlawed. The proceedings 
ontinued againſt his lordſnip till that hour. He 
den appear d, and his Engle plea was, that as an 
5 | „ 
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outlaw, I cou'd not hold any action. No other 
defence was made againſt the heinous charge d 
having in my yo ſo violated the * of the 
Enie. 
| I felt this, my * as "he moſt wg ſtroke, 

which fortune had given me. Juſtice had at lengt 
overtaken many of the inferior criminals, but ny 
outlagury prevented my puniſhing, the great, the an 
capital offender, when after all his ſubterfuges, þ 
was almoſt within my reach. I pleaſe myſelf hoy: 
ever with the reflexion that no miniſter has {invſii 
| dared to iſſue a GENERAL WARRANT, nor to ſigt 
an order for the sEISURE OF PAPERS. In the one 
the perſonal liberty of every ſubject is immediate) 
concern'd. On the other may depend not on) 
his own ſafety and property, but what will cone 
ſtill more home to a man of honour, the ſecurity, 
the happineſs of thoſe, with whom he is moſt int. 
mately connected, their fortunes, their future view, 
perhaps ſecrets, the diſcovery of which wou'd dri 
the coldeſt ſtoic to deſpair, their very exiſtence pol 
fibly, all that is important in the public walk d 
life, all that is dear and ſacred in friendſhip anc 
in love. I was the laßt oppreſs'd, but I was tit 
fir /# man who had the courage to carry through 
Juſt reſiſtance to theſe acts of deſpotiſm. Now tir 
opinions of our ſovereign Courts of Juſtice ar 
known and eftabliſh'd. I rejoice that ſever 


others, who ſuffer'd before me, have ſince macs... 


(137) | 
eir appeal to the laws, and obtain'd redreſs. ' I 
pe the iron rod of miniſterial oppreſſion is at 
noth broken, and that I am the laſt victim of 
jolence and cruelty. I ſhall not then regret - all 
he ſacrifices I have made, and my mind ſhall feaſt 
tſelf with the recollection in the unjuſt exile I am 
Joom'd to ſuffer from my friends and my native 
nd. | IR Se 04 

I will now, my lord, only add, however un- 
aſhionable ſuch a declaration may be, that-con- 
iſtency ſhall never depart from my character, that 
o the laſt moment I will preſerve the ſame fix'd 
nd unconquerable hatred to the enemies of free- 
lom and the conſtitution of our happy iſland, the 
ime warm attachment to the friends and the cauſe 
f liberty, that I keep a ſteady and a longing eye 
pn England, that my endeavours for the good and 
ervice of my country, by every method left me, 
all have a period only with my life, and that al- 
hough I do not mean to lay any future claim to 
our grace's favour, I will take care to ſecure your 
teem, 
I am, my lord, 

Your grace's moſt obedient, 

and very humble ſervant, _ . 

| | JohN WiLlKkEs, 
SY Gratias tibi, Deus optume, maxume, cujus 
Wutu & imperio nata eſt & aucta Res Ax LI ANA, 
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lubens lætuſque ago, LIBERTATE PUBLICA | 
hanc diem & horam, per manus, quod voluiſt 
meas, ſervata, eandem & in æternum ſerva, fox 
protege n ſupplex oro. 


The N O RI BRITON. | 
NU MEH ER XII. Saturday, Aug. 12, 1702, 


Penſions, which reaſon to the worthy gave 
Add freſp diſhonour to the fool and knave. , 
Anox 


To the Nox TH BrirTo v. 

8 IR. | . DRT 
1 DO not know in any controverſy ſo ſure a ne 
thod of eoming at truth, which is always th 
pretence, though ſo ſeldom the real object of me 
dern enquiries, as a juſt and ſtrict definition of alan 4 
the words and phraſes of any importance, whid 
are afterwards to be in uſe. This practice is uni 
verſal, excepting only in theological and politics 
controverſy. If I take up a book of mathematic; 
the writer defines in the very firſt page, what 
triangle, a circle, or a trapezium is; and then at 
gues cloſely from the preciſe and accurate ice: 
of each, which the author and reader have previ 
ouſly. ſettled. A book of fortification as regularh 
ſets out with explaining to me what a bafttons, 
demi-lune, or a hora-work is. I have read my 0 
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a fffifious controverly ; for unhappily there is a8. 


uifile agreement between the miniſters of the goſ- 


|, as between the miniſters of ſtate. I do not 
ever remember to have found in any of our di- 
es a ſatisfactory definition of faith, free will, 
predeflination. We are not yet arriv'd at the 
ne accuracy, with reſpect to the meaning of 
62. Neſe words, as of a circle or a ſfuare. The ſame 
» Wark will hold true in political controverſy. 
10 has with any preciſion defined the words fac- 
or patriot ? The word favourite alone we have 
late pretty fully underſtood the force of, both 


DTH BRITON : yet give me leave to ſay, Sir, 
xt neither of you have reached the force and 
W{neſs of expreſſion in the great lexicographer, 


% But whether the word has been well de- 
ed or not, in former periods of the Engliſh hiſ- 
y, the effect of it has been very fully felt, and 
n at this hour it 1s never uttered without the 
df: unjuſt paſſion and ill-founded reſentment, as 
the nation was now ſmarting from the ſad conſe- 
ences of its reality, and exertion in pride and 
dlence. . . | | 3% 8 

Wihe word penſion likewiſe has of late much 
ny W:zied our politicians. I do not recollect that 
one of them has ventured at a definition, of it. 


m the definitions of the MoniTor and of the 


. JOHNSON, who. defines a favourite to be 4 
an wwretch, whoſe whole buſineſs is by any means to 
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Mr. Johnſon, as he is now a penfroner, one ſhoul! 
naturally have recourſe to, for the trueſt literary 
information on this ſubject. His definition thei 
of a penſion is, an allowance made to any one, wit” a 


out an equivalent. In E ngland it is generally undi 
| flood to mean pay given to a Hate bireling for treaj 
zo his country. And under the word pen/joner w 
read, 1. one who is ſupported by an allowance fail 


jons 
ahn, 


at the will of another : a dependant. 2. a ſlav Mn, 
Rate, hired by a fripend to obey his yy er. But wil” n 
ſubmiſſion to this great prodigy of learning, W's 
ſhould think both definitions very erroneous. art 
the ſaid Mr. Johnſon a dependant \ ? or is he a ſa lend 

the 


. of flate, hired by a flipend to obey his maſter ? Then 
is, according to him, no alternative. Is his een 
fron underſtood to be pay given him as a ſtate hireln?P® 
for treaſen to his country? Whoever gave it hin itte 
muſt then have read London, a Poem, &c. &c. affe 
muſt have miſtaken all his nt hints and dark d'nc 
Jufiens. As Mr. Johnſon therefore has, I thing tl 
failed in this account, may I, after ſo great an ar uſt n 
thority, venture at a ſhort definition of ſo intrica ded f 
a word? A penſion then I would call 4 gratzi cit. 
during the pleaſure of the Prince for ſervices perfin m 
ed, or expected to be performed, to himſelf or to Me gel 
fate. Let us conſider the celebrated Mr. Johnſo | thoſe 
and a few other late penſioners, in this light, ,t 

Mr. Johnſon's many writings in the cauſe of. 44 
berty, his ſteady attachment to the preſent Ro. w 
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mmily, his gentleman-like compliments to his 
najeſty's grand-father, and his decent treatment 
f the parliament, intitle him to a ſhare of the 
oyal bounty. It is a matter of aſtoniſhment that 
o notice has till now been taken of him by govern- 


ent for ſome of the moſt extraordinary produc- 
jons, which appeared with the name of Samuel 


thnſon, a name ſacred to George and Liberty. No 


ut muſt congratulate the good ſenſe and diſcern- 
g ſpirit of the miniſter, who beſtows ſuch a 
art of the public treaſure on this diſtinguiihed 
tend of the public, of his maſter's family, and 
the conſtitution of this country. Theſe rewards 
re now moſt judiciouſly given to thoſe who have 
pported, not to thoſe who have all their lives 
ritten with bitterneſs, and harangued with viru- 
-nfg2ce againſt the government. With all due de- 
rence to the firſt miniſter's diſcernment, I ra- 


uſt now be rewarded) might have been better pro- 
ricil led for in another way; I mean at the board of 
nc. I am defirous of ſeeing him one of the 
miſſioners, if not at the head of that board, that 
We gentlemen there may ceaſe to be awretches hired 


els, that it is a hateful tax levied upon commodities, 
d adjudged not by the. common judges of property, 
ut wretches hired by. thoſe to whom , exciſe is paid. 


- 


an, who has read only one poem of his, London, 


n 
8 


er think that Mr. Johnſon (as merit of this kind - 


thoſe to whom exciſe is paid. His definition of ex- 
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Is the exciſe ſill on the ſame- footing ?-I wiſh t 
know who hires theſe wretches, the comm1/ſioners 
exciſe. Mr. Johnſon ſays he to whom exci/e is paid 
If that is indeed the caſe, Iam not at a loſs to fin 
out to whom exci/e is paid, nor who of conſequence 
in Mr. Johnſon's idea, hires theſe wretches. 
| Theſe are fair extracts from the celebrated In 
liſh Dictionary, which was preſented by a noh 
lord in ſuch pomp to the academy della Cruſca. 
will give the country of the old Romans the juſt 
ideas of Engliſh liberty, and of the preſent patra 
of it among us, who have ſo liberally reward 
the author. The /zterati of Italy will not onl 
find the work an excellent literary dictionary, by 
a complete ſyſtem of Engliſh politics and hi 
tory worthy of this renowned nation, for even 
thing is recorded in the manly ſtile of old Non 
As we have had our tyrants as well as they, 
Roman ſpirit has roſe againſt them here, and, 
it ever will, has bore down all before it. Thea 
pulſion of the T arguins is not told by any old R 
man hiſtorian in more animated language, : 
more glowing words, than the expulſion of t 
inveterate enemies of liberty, the whole race « 
the Stuarts. Mr. Johnſon ſays, the Revolution! 
the change produced by the admiſſion of King Willis 
and Queen Mary. What noble words! what a bo 
glowing expreflion ! I ſhould not have dwelt ſolo 
upon Mr. Fohn/or's literary merit, if I did not be 
lieve that his writings had done more real fervis 


143) 
o the family on the throne, than any man's - ex- 


4} acred to George and Liberty. 


I moft heartily beg lord LircnrieLD's pardon. 
[have been ſo uſed to find him at the head of the 
cuntry party, and the Oxfordſhire old intereſt, that 
[ did not expect under a prince of the houſe of 
runſwic, to have ſeen him at he head of the penſi- 


his lordſhip. He is at the head of the pen/oners, 
nd at length baſks in the ſunſhine of court favour, 
rom having in the moſt critical times diſtinguiſhed 


Then the whole nation roſe up, like one man, in 
lefence of their ſovereign and their liberties, lord 
ITCHFIELD ſtood forth amongſt the moſt zea- 
ous, and put himſelf at the head of amazing num- 
ters of true freemen of the old intereſt in Oxford- 


d, ire. I hope that ever memorable year 1746 will 


ener be forgot. In that perilous year the family 


ndoubtedly have profited by an experience ſo 
appily made. Read over the liſt of thoſe gene- 


cence of all that ought to be dear to an Engliſh- 
un: there you will find the name of the earl of 
ITCHFIELD., Every man in Oxfordſhire will tell 


epting only Mr. Secretary Murray's ; another name 
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wrs. J ought to have paid my firſt compliments 
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imſelf as a warm friend of the houſe of Hanover. 


n the throne faw who were their real friends, and 


dus afſoctators, who formed a ſacred band for the 


ou, how nobly he exerted himſelf, when Hannibal 
bas at our gates; what real ſtrength the nation de- 
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rived from his great and ſpirited efforts; what ia 
he ſubſcribed ; what immenſe expences he bore wi 
chearfulneſs, to encourage his friends to the ſtrai oy 
ing of every nerve againſt his and our commone 
my. I do not indeed recollect that he raiſed un 
regiment, though many others of the nobility di 
but I readily comprehend why he did not. Ti 
adminiſtration were at that time fo over-run wi 
groſs prejudices, that they thought his Jordi 
and thoſe friends of his, could not be true 
The preſent miniſtry think more juſtly; ; and hou 
ſuch another day come, I am ſatisfied they will ﬀ mc 

found as zealous in the cauſe of their country 
before, It is plain then, that lord LIT CHI 
is at the head of the penſioners on account of n 
ſervices performed i in times of real danger... 


I think that I am right in declaring that a 
fron may not only be given for ſervices afuliff 
' performed, but likewiſe for /erwices expected ti 
| performed, This J take to be the caſe of the 
ions generally given to the /xteen Peers who rey 
ſent the whole nobility of Scotland. I am far fraf® 
meaning that they are the only ſixteen Scar 
peers who enjoy penſions : I ſpeak of them now, 
having votes in the houſe of Lords, from their 
ing repreſentatives of all the reſt. Penſſons he 
commonly been given to them for the ſervices ti 
are 10 perform to their country there, and to 9 
them the true bias, which they might other 
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lake. When lord BuTz was in a former parli- 
nt one of the fixteen Scortifh peers, he actually 
* a penſien on this truly honourable footing; 
{ therefore he has the faireſt right to the title of 
and Penfionary. In this more liberal conſtruction 
the word penſſon, I ſhould imagine the Lords of 
"TI Bedchamber in general were included. I take 
n wiſts to be the true reaſon of the increaſe of their 
mber in the preſent reign from 7wvelue to eigb- 
which is ſtill kept filled up. This is by no 
Wins want of economy, that darling attribute 
modern ſtateſmen! It is done that ſo many 
ble perſons may be ready to perform in parlia- 
nt any ſervices which their country calls for ; 
Wd is thus in reality only a more honourable penſions 
beg to be underftoad. Not only real ſervices 
parliament, but every ſpecies of elegance and 
inement in the polite arts may, I think, with- 
t cenſure, be rewarded with a penn. A polite» 
5 equal to that of lord TarBort's—bo7/2 ought 
t to paſs unnoticed, At the coronation he paid 
ew, and for a horſe, ſingular reſpect to his ſo- 
eign. TI appeal to applauding multitudes, who 
re ſo charmed, as to forget every rule of decen: 
and to clap even in the Royal preſence, whey 
e, or his lord's dexterity on that day did not 
aſs any courtier's.. Caligula's hor/s had not 
the merit. We remember how nobly he was 
ded for. What the exact proportion of merit 
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was between his lordſbip and his horſe, and h 
far the penſion ſhould be divided between ther 
J will not take upon me to determine. I les 
this knotty point to be decided by the earl of 
lington, becauſe Mr. John Hume, alias Home (for f 
is printed in the new ſweet noſegay of Scottiſo i 
tles tells the world, vol. ii. p. 230. that he is 

A friend of princes, poets, wits, | Ja 

A judge infallitle of Tits. | 

In my private opinion however the merit of both 

very great, and neither ought to paſs unnoticed. 

impartial, and inimitable pen of Cervantes has n 

- Rozinante immortal as well as Don Quixote. Lordi. 
bot's horſe, like the great Planet in Milton, dancd 
beut in various rounds his wand” ring courſe. At dik 

ent times, he was progreſſive, retrogade, or landing | 
The progreſſi ve motion ſhould rather inciinetothi 
the merit of the hor/e, the retrogade motion, the me 
of the Lord. Some of the regulations of the court 
themſelves for that day had long been ſettled by 
mer lord ſtewards. It was reſerved for lord Tl 
to ſettle an etiquette for their hor/es. I much adi 
many of his lordſhip's new regulations, eſpeci 
| thoſe of the royal kitchen. I approve the diſcha 
ing of ſo many ?»rn/þits and cooks, who were gi 
of very little uſe. I do not however quite like 
precedent of giving them penſons for doing | 
thing. It was high time to put an end to that 
great indulgence in eating and drinking, wh 
went by tae name of Old Egnlih hoſortality, wi 
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Houſe of Commons had granted a poor niggard- 
vil lift of enly 800,000 l. I ſincerely venerate 
lordſhip's great abilities, and deeply regret that 
ey are not employed by government in a way more 


d hy 
ther 
les 
of E 


or (ofdential, more ſuited to his manly character. 
There is one Scottiſb penſion J have been told of, 


is ich afforded me real pleaſure. It is Mr. Hume's ; 
Jam ſatisfied that it muſt be given to Mr. David 
we, whoſe writings have been juſtly admired both 
wad and ,at home, and not to Mr. John Hume, 
o has endeavoured to bring the name into con- 
pt, by putting it to two inſipid tragedies, and 
her traſh in the Scottiſe miſcellantes. 
[ muſt, in compliance with a few vulgar writers, 
Il the inadegunte reward given to Mr. Pitt for as 
at ſervices as ever were performed by any ſub- 
, a penſion, although the grant is not during plett- 
, and therefore cannot create any undue, uncon- 
utional influence. In the fame light we are to 
ider the duke of Cumberland's and Marlboro's, 
nce Ferdinand's and Admiral Hawke's, Mr. On- 
15 &c. I was going to call it the Kings gold bo; 
Ir. Pitt having before received the moſt obliging 
ks of regard from the public, the teſtimony of his 
ereign only remained wanting. The circumſtances 
like Weever attending it convince me, that at that mo- 
ing it was artfully contrived by courtiers to be giv- 
to Mr. Pitt, neither for Louiſbourg, Quebec, nor 
dicherry, but to ruin him in the opinion of man- 
d, and with the hope of y_u_y an end to 
2 
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that ROS: which he has through life cum 
with ſuch painful zeal, proftituted to ſuch fla 
tious purpoſes,. and made uſe of above all to ra 
the flame of diſcord, which raged for the laſ i 
years, but is now, under the auſpices of lord Bur 
happily W 1 am, &c. 


— ——— 


Obſervations « on the papers relative to the ruptu 
with Spain, laid before both Houſes of Parl 
ment, on Friday the 29th day of January, 176 

by his Majeſty's command, in a letter from ſd 
Wilkes, Eſq; late Member for Ayleſbury, t 
friend in the country. 


Oats feræ | 
Bellum curet Iberie? © Ho 


Dax SIR, March 9, 17 

MUCH regret that it is not yet in my pon 
1 fully to gratify the curioſity you expreſs of { 
ing all the papers relative to the rupture with & 
The ſubject is ſo very intereſting, that I am! 
ſurprized at your impatience. My concern is, 
ſo much is withheld from the public, and that 
perſon, uninformed as I am, cannot pretend 
clearneſs to unravel the thread of a negociati 
deſignedly kept intricate and embarraſſed. If 
| you will find ſome things rather obſcure ; b 
will endeavour to pour all the light I can on 
ſubje&, and to diſſipate every cloud of obſculif 
which is meant to cover it. Had the public b 
gratified with the fight of the memorials and 


„ 
ournüers relating to the demand of liberty to the Sa. 
fa nation to fiſh on the Banks of Newfoundland 


0 ral — held ſacred ) and to the other claims, 
laſt f 


Bur 5 Yau i again on this occaſion let M. Wall clearly under- 


nd, That this is a matter held ſacred; and that no conceſſion on 
e part of bis Majefly, ſo deſtructive to this true and capital in- 
f Great Britain, vill be yielded to Spain, however abetted 
U ſupported, Mr. Pitt's letter, p. 3. With regard to the News 
indland fiſbery, M. Wall urged, What had principally given 
ince here as to that article, <vas my being ſo frequently order- 
u declare, and the Conde de Fuentes having been as often 
„ thar England evould never hear of that inadmiſſible preten- 
Tord Briſtol's letter to the Earl of Egremont, Dec. 6, 
br. p. 53. 

The declaration of the count de Fuentes, that Mr. Pit s or- 
and laſt anſwer was, * That he would not relax in any 
70, till the Tower of London was taken ſword in hand, 
5, 1s undoubtedly a groſs miſrepreſentation. That expreſ- 
n muſt have been confined to the Spaniſh claim of fiſping on 
Banks of Newfoundland ; for it is apparent from theſe pa- 
; that Mr. Pitt was ready to make greater conceſſions to 
ſerve the friendſhip of Spain, than any former miniſter had 
tured to offer; witneſs the paragraph in Lord Briſtol's letter, 
luguſt-31, p. 8. Laſtly, concerning the diſputes about the 
f of Honduras, I could add notbing to the repeated declara- 
I bud made in the King's name, of the ſatisfaction with | 
i bis Majeſty. wvould receive any juſt overture from Spain 
un condition that France 4vas not fo be the channel of that. 
eyance ) for terminating amicably, and to mutual ſatisfacbion, 
7 reaſonable complaint on this matter, by propeſing ſome equi- 
! regulation for ſecuring to us the long-enj oxed privilege of cut- 
[5am (an * ORE o treaty, and of courſe 
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(15 
equally unjuſt, made by the Count de Furry 
which were moved for in the Houſe of Comma 
on the 11th of December laſt, we might, with 
tolerable degree of accuracy, have known ſome 
thing more of the merits of the preſent quan 
with Spain. Not one of theſe appears, nor ha 
we any paper or memorial from Spain (not ere 
that- delivered to lord Briſtol in Fanuary laſt 
nor any anſwer of the Court of England, ſince tl 

acceſſion of his preſent Catholic Majeſty (impo 
tant as that period muſt naturally ſeem to be) 
the laſt Autumn. In vain have Iwiſhed for the] 
mous memorial which the Court of Spain return 
as inadmiſſible, that I might have compared it wi 
M. de Buſh's ; ſince the late minifter publicly 


clared hat was the precedent he followed with 0 
ſpect to the memorial of Spaniſh affairs given in ff"%7 
France. It is undoubtedly of much confequengf®» * 
to know both the matter and expreſſions of that n l 
Mortal returned by Spain, as it might probably op it 
late to one of the three points in negociation, Ir the 
| 1 8 18 EE: He 
authorized in the moſt ſacred manner; nor could I hs fron; 
aſſurances than the paſt, of bis Majeſy's fteady purpoſe ta i be 1. 
all eſtabliſpments on the loguwoed coaſts, contrary to the territs batch, 
Juriſdifion of Spain, to be removed. "Of 
* Yet when the ſtile of General Wall's encloſed paper is al, vn 

; pared with that which was given to me laft January, I bot 5 ofo 
will appear there is leſs peeviſhneſs at Preſent here than what Wn regu 
fe Srongy e exbibired Joe months 28%, Pe 1 I, | could 
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ur, 15720004, or the f/bery. In the preſent collec- 
mo on (which was laid before both Houſes of Parlia- 
vith Wicnt on the 29th of January, but not printed and 
ſonWMelivered to the members till the 12th of Febru- 
nan) there is not a line previous to the memorial 
- ho M:livered to Mr. Secretary Pitt, by M. de Buff, 

uly 23, 1761; nor is there any intelligence from 

ris, where the Family Compact of the Houſe of 
Murbon was negociated and ſigned by Grimaldi, 

d where, it is ſaid, the meaſures to be taken 


mp0 
be) gainſt Portugal were concerted. An EXTRACT of 
he re letter only of Ms. Pitt's is inſerted, which is 


ited July 28, the anſwer to which is received 
gtember 11. Not a ſyllable after that period 
om this Court to lord Briſtol, till the 28th of 
ober, when lord Egremont declares he opens his 
rreſpondence, p. 20*, It is indeed very aſtoniſh- 
g, and gives no great idea of the vigilance or 
tention of adminiſtration, that while affairs were 
critical between the two nations, no directions 
r the conduct of lord Briſſol were ſent to Madrid 


How can this be the truth, when lord Briſtol writes, 
Wi en:ber 16, 1761, The. meſſenger Ardouin, delivered to me 
tbe 19th inſtant, at the Eſcurial, the bonour of your lordfhip's 
patches of the 28th paſt, with the ſeveral incleſures therein re- 
red to; and by the laſt poſt I RECEIVED YOUR LETTER 
Wr 7Hz 20th or THE SAME MONTH, in <obich your lord- 
Wi informed me, that all mine to the 21½ of September, had 
n regularly laid before his majeſty, p. 36. I ſuppoſe the pub- 
could not be truſted with a// that letter, L e 
4 


5 ( 152 ) 
during ſo long a period“. But can it be imagine 
that ſo acute, ſo well-informed a miniſter as M 

Stanley certainly was, ſhould not tranſmit fre 
Paris any intelligence of that moſ alarming treaty 
which was negociating all the ſummer at Pari 
It appears, by the accounts publiſhed by the Fre 
Court, that the Family Compact was ſigned at Vn 
allles the 15th of Auguff, and ratified the 8th « 
September, Lord TEMPLE, in a great afſſembh 
did declare that intelligence of the higheſt momet 
relative to theſe matters was tranſmitted to thi 
Court before the advice in writing, dated th 
18th of September, which occaſioned: certain reſi 
nations. Nothing of this kind is publifhed in 
papers relative to the rupture with Spain, thoug 
undoubtedly ixtelligence conſtitutes a moſt materia 
| part of thoſe papers. If we have not the ſatisfat 
tion of judging for ourſelves from the whole of 
caſe, I will do the late minifter the juſtice to ſay 
that it cannot be imputed to him. He preſſed wi 
honeſt zeal the laying before the public every p 
per relative to the fix years negociation + with Spain 


* How is this to be reconciled to the declaration of lo 
Egremont, Mr. Pitt's ſucceſſor, that the new miniſtry wil 

avoid every poſſible imputation of indecifion or indolence, whit 
| ignorant prejudite might ſuggeſt? p. 23. 

F I ſhould be particularly curious, for certain reaſons, to ſe 
in what manner, and to what extent, the Spaniſh Court ba . 
been flattered by that of London, with. an impartial diſcuſſun! 


(153) 

 ee{What the juſtice and candour of the crown of Eng- 
md on the one hand, and the chicanery, inſo- 
ende, and perfidy of Spain on the other, might be 
parent to all the world: but this was refuſed 3 
bt had it been granted, all the attrocious calutn- 
es ſo induſtriouſly circulated, of his averſion to 
jeace, and his endeavours to perpetuate and en- 
reaſe the war, had been laid open to mankind, 
nd the authors of them held in juſt abhorrence. I 


o me the ſtrongeſt language of conſcious integri- 
, and I was charmed with an example, which I 
m ſure Mr. Pitt did not draw from any of his 
redecefſors in this country.— They have ever 
ought, like Mr. Pitt's ſucceffors, to cover and 
onceal, or at leaſt to perplex; he wiſhes to lay 

pen and reveal to the unerring public, both the 
notives and actions of every part of his admini- 
fation.— A retroſpect carries no terrors but to the 
uilty—to an upright miniſter it muſt give the 
veſt ſatisfaction to the public that conviction, 
t has in many caſes a right to expect. 

I was not a little ſurpriſed, and I own greatly 
oncerned at the alarm you mention, ſpread every 
here in your parts, of the melancholy and ruined 
ate of our country, and the neceſſity we were 
der of accepting almoſt any peace. The Frenth, 


beir diſputes, From the year 1754, befoxe Mr, Pitt accepted 
le ſeals, Pp. 53. 


wn the appeal to ſo much written evidence, ſpoke . 


( 154 ) 

lord Briſtol ſays, have never diſcontinued afſurin 
the Spaniards of our being exhauſted by the preſent lum 
and expenſive war, p. 29: and they may add that 
we have thoſe among us (but, happily for this 
nation, they are few, and their credit but ſmall) 
who repine at our ſucceſſes, and declare they wee 
over our viftories. This is the true picture of that 


moſt malignant and infernal fiend, Envy, ſo well 


deſcribed by Ovid; | 
Vixque tenet lacrymas, quia nil lacrymabile cernit. 


And a little before he mentions what rankled at 
the heart; | 


Sed wvidet inen, eee FO ROY 
_ Succefſus hominis. 


I doubt not theſe men do very ſincerely lament the 
| ſucceſſes even of their own country; for I well 
remember the favourite language they held a few 
years ago, Give the new minifter the reins— 
he is equally impracticable as impetuous—in a 
very ſhort time he muſt annihilate his preſent 
« credit with the public, from the failure of every 
* ſcheme he adopts.” Now Heaven has given 
ſuch glorious ſucceſs to upright intentions, and 
n —— * plans, while the reſt of their coun- 


In Europe, Cherburg, and Ball. Ie; in 45 Fa, Pondicher 
ry; in Africa, Senegal, and Goree; in America, Beau Sejour, 
i Fort du Queſne, now Pittſburg, 9 &, 


ring 
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weep 
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nit, 


| at 
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trymen are congratulating each other on all our 
noble conqueſts and real acquiſitions of ſtrength, 
theſe men, as well as our declared enemies, are 
found in ſorrow and tears. How prepoſterous 1s 
ſach a conduct? Yet did not ſome of theſe very 
men execrate thoſe as traitors to their country, who 
were not fired with rapture at the victory of Cullo- 
dn? à victory as juſtly dear to every friend of 
liberty as any our annals can boaſt, — 

But let us on the other hand exult, and rejoice 
to ſee how greatly this country now figures in the 
unprejudiced judgment of foreigners, even of our 
enemies. The prime miniſter of SHain tells lord 
Briftol, That the Court of London bs in the moſt 
fuuriſhing and moſt exalted ſituation it had ever 
known, occaſioned by the greateſ? ſeries ef proſperities 
that any fingle nation had ever met with, p.10. Can 
we wonder after this, that ſo much abuſe, ſuch 
groſs ſcurrility, on Mr. Pitt, appears in Fuentes 
papers ? Is it not the higheſt panegyric ? Iam per- 
ſuaded, had the direction of the Britiſb counſels 
been ſuffered to continue in the ſame hands, the 
name of Pitt had been as much dreaded at Madrid 
as it is at Paris, or as it is dear to his grateful coun» 
trymen. I ſpeak with the honeſt warmth and pride 


Niagara, Ticonderoga, Crown Point, Quebec, Montreal, Domi- 
nico, and, to crown the whole, we may hope Martinico. Let 
me add the annihilation of the French marine and commerce. 

All during Mr, Pitt's miniſtry, | 


(156) 
of an Engliſhman, who really feels with his ſove. Ml i: 
reign the great and important ſervices of Mr. Pin, I. 
and glories in feeing his country recovered from MW ne 
the moſt abje& ſtate of deſpair to ſuch a pitch of MM « 
grandeur and importance, as to hold the firſt rank I gu 
among the powers of Furope. | th 
The other report you mention, that the late mi- mn 
nifter coarted a war with Spain, will receive as full * 
a confutation from theſe papers. I ſhall, from MW ne 
among many, produce only two paſſages, but too 1 
expreſs to admit the leaſt ſhadow of a doubt. The 
firſt is from the concluſion of the ExT RAO of the 
only letter we have of Mr. Piti's in this garbled 
collection. After the inſolent memorial of Fran i © 
relative to Spain was delivered here by M. de Buß, Ml 
Arrie hort of a declaration of a war in rever/ion, and 
that not at a diftance, Mr. Pitt writes to lord Bri/- ill © 
tol, Tn caſe, upon entering into remonſtrance on this af Jug 
fair you ſhall perceive @ diſpofition in M. Wall 70 ex- V 
| plath away and diſavow the authorization of Spain il ©” 
1050 this offenſroe tranſaction of France, AND TO COME 
ro CATEGORICAL AND 8ATISFACTORY DECLa- i /*% 
RATIONS RELATIVE TO THE FINAL INTENTION fi £2 
or SPAIN, your Excellency wwill, with readineſs and | 
your uſual addreſs, adapt yourſelf to fo deſtrable a cir- ¶ e 
cumſtance, and will open to the Court of Madrid a: 


handſome a retreat as may be, n caſe you perce rack 


fran ile Spaniſh- iniſter that they finc erely 3 10 n 
vide Landon Caxette of 0a, 10, 1761. | p. 6 


(6157) 
fud one, and to remove, by an EFFECTUAL SATIS* 
FACTION, the unfavourable impreſſions which this 
memorial of France has juſtly and una voidably made 
us the mind of his Majeſty, p. 3, 4. Is this the lan- 
guage of a miniſter who courts a war? Is it not 
the reverſe? Does he not honeſtly point out the 
means of avoiding a war, yet with the dignity 
and ſpirit becoming a great power, which did 
not tremble at the hangity menaces of the Spa- 
ward ? 

The other paſſage contains the ing of the 
earl of E gremont : M. Wall muſt himfelf know that 
there has been a particular delicacy ebſerved, in con- 
certing our plans for military operations, to avoid car- 
rying hoſtilities towards objects, which might give 
the leaſt jealouſy or umbrage to the Court of Spain; 
and therefore his Majeſty can only conſider ſuch unjuſt 
ſuggeſtions and groundleſs ſuſpicions, as deſtitute of 
probability as of proof, as a mere pretext, in caſe that, 
contrary to all good faith, and the moſt ſolemn repeat- 
el profeſfions of friendly intentions, the Court of Spain 
ſhauld have meditated or reſolved on Hoſtilities againſt 
England, p. 31 *. | 

I think it appears to demonſtration, even from 


theſe papers, that before the firſt overtures of France 


* M. Wall PORE} how cautious we had 1 to avoid at | 
tacking thoſe poſſeſſions belonging'to our enemies, which had any 
connection with the Spaniſh SO Lord * s letter, 
p. bz. 


( 1538 ) 
for the particular peace with England, Spain had p- 
reſolved, at a proper time, to take an efficient and 
openly hoſtile part againſt us. M. de Buſp, in the Ml 2” 
memorial relative to Spain, ſo early as Fuly 23, 
talks of the engagements, which the one and the other 
Court may have taken prior to their reconciliation, p. 
4. Mr. Pitt's letter of July 28, declares, The Dutt 2 
ae Choiſeul avows the engagements evith Spain, con- 7 
cerning our diſputes with that crown, to have been pit 
taken before the FIRST OVERTURES F France fir 


the particular peace with England. The firſt over- * 
tures were dated the 26th of March, 1761 *. Lord p. 
Briſtol, Aug. 31, gives an account of the conver- WI ,, 
ſation he had with General Yall, in which M. ore 


Mall declared, that M. Buchs memorial was ⁊cr- 
batim what had been ſent by order of the Catholic ** 
King to Verſailles, p. 6. F In the ſame letter, 


LVide Memoire Hiftorigue, &c. publiſhed by the Court of 
France. | | 

+ In the paper of the 2$th of Auguſt, Spain with her uſual I fm 
perfidy repeated in anſwer, that ſhe only cCoxnSeNTED that wit 
France ſpould take this flep, p. 15. This is of a piece with her WM coa 
veracity, when ſhe ſays, From a freſh proof of his pacific [pi- FR 
rit, the King of Spain wrote to the King of France, his cor/jin, bis 
that if the union of intereſt, in any manner retarded the pedce 


with England, he conSENTED to ſeparate himſelf from it, nit « , 
to put ANY OBSTACLE to ſo great a boppineſs, p. 46. It is. 
notorious in France, that every obſtacle poſſible was put to it by * 

the Spaniſh miniſter, in conjunction with the Imperial at Pa- pi 


ris, and in reality Spain only wiſhed not to be RET UT ED n 


( 159 ) 
p. 11. The ftrong avowal of a moſt intimate cordi« 


ality between Spain and France contained in this laſt. 


production of the Spaniſh ſecretary of fate has hurt 
ne. This production was the famous memorial of 


the 28th of Auguſt, which (with lord Briſiol's let- 


ter of the 31ſt, and an encloſure) was the laſt pa- 


per Mr. Pitt ever received from the Court of Spain, 
as appears from the date of his reſignation, O. 5. 


The memorial which M. de Buſly preſented to Mr. 


Pitt, 75 a flep, which his Catholic Majeſty will not 


deny has been taken with his full conſent, approbation, 
and pleaſure. Paper delivered to the earl of Briſtol, 
p. 13. which next holds out mutual affiftance, as 
their union, friendſhip, and relationſhip require then 
proceeds to a menacing parallel, Ir being grounded 
»þon this, that if England /aw that France attacked 
the dominions of Spain, particularly in America, ve 
would run immediately to her defence for her own con- 
weriency, as well as becauſe ſhe had, equally with 
France, guarantied them: and concludes with a 
imile of obliging delicacy betwixt crowned heads, 
with regard to our eſtabliſhment on the Jogavaod 
coaſt. Hard proceedings certainly, for one to confeſs 
that he is gone into the houſe of another, to take away 
bis jewwels, and to ſay, “ 1 will go out again, but firſt 
«* you foall engage to give me what ] went to take.” 


impedi ment to the concluſion of a peace between England and 


France, p. 55. Another proof of her ny may be ſeen i in 
p. 44. of this pamphlet. | 
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So much for becoming apalogies ® { p. 16. There i; W#! 
the greateſt harmony between the tu Courts (France pu 
and Spain) p. 14. Particularly fince rhe King (6 
Spain) ſent your Excellency (the Conde de Fuentes) . 
Zo that: Court (of London) proving the inconteftibl 
grounds of our complaints and juſt cares, and repias. Nin. 
ing that without ſatisfying them, it is impoſſible i 
fix the good correſpondence of the tao monarchies, nn 
the frienefpip of the two monarchs, p. 59. The me. 
morial itſelf preſented by M. de Buff, July 21, 
which was verbatim ſent from Spain, threatens a new 
war in Europe and America, if the differences = 
Spain wir England are not adjufted, of which the 
French King ſays, he ſhall be obliged to partake, p. 
And in p. 39. General Wall ſays, What other dj; 
cuſſion of the matter of aur diſputes, than what ha 
been agitated, during fo long a negociation ; what other! 
expedients can be found to ſave the honour and dignity" 
of the taus Kings, that have not been propoſed au 
exhaufted in a conteſt of fix years ? And again, p. 40 
A negociation Jo ftrongly diſcuſſed that it has been r., . 
| duced during your embaſſy (Count de Fuentes s) to U. 
laſt. Tes, or tothe laſt No. In p. 60. What greain ar 
diſcuſſion, upon the points of our diſputes, ean be nau. © 
than that which has been in fo long a negaciation! 


* This paper is tiled by Spain, a Memorial, p. 40. and coh 
tains thoſe becoming apologies, on the part of the Catholic Cour 
mentioned in the Engliſo declaration of war, e 
becoming and convincing | 


( 161 ) 


Wat expedients can be fallen upon now to & tvs the ho- 
ur of the two Kings, which in arguments and d. fe 
wes of fix years have not occurred? Lord Briftel, 
. 2, writes, I hawe LONG objerved the jealouſy 
Spain at the Britiſh conqueſts * and am now con- 


peat Picea, that the conſciouſneſs of this country's naval | 


le h Kriority has occaſioned the t nnn DECLA- 


* It is important to know in what terms, and at what time, 


t what time, ſhe renewed her ſtale and inadmiſſible claim to the 
fe, which M. Wall fays, all lord Briſtol's infruions had 
n to declare their claim to be, p. 27. 

p In the London Gazette of Saturday, O obe: 10, * I, 
hich firſt announced Mr. Pitt's reſignation, (the notice of 
hich was purpoſely omitted the preceding Tueſday, for rea- 
"ns I will not new enter into) is an article dated Madrid, Sep- 
ber 4, A repert having been lately ſpread he-e, 1 pon the ar- 
al of the laſt letters from France, as if there was reaſon to ap- 
thend an immediate rupture between our Court and that of Great 
ntain; eve underſtand, that the Spaniſh miniſters, in a cenver- 
tion which they bad lately with the earl of Briſtol, Embaſſador 
traordinary from bis Britannic Majeſty, expreſſed their con- 
n ft.: thereat, and declared very explicitly to his Excellency, that, 
THE PART OF THEIR COURT, THERE WAS NOT THE 
AST GROUND FOR ANY SUCH APPREHENSIONS, AS 
*r CATHOLIC KING HAD, AT NO TIME, BEEN MORE 
TINT UPON CULTIVATING A GOOD CORRESPON= 
NcE WITH ENGLAND, THAN IN THE PRESENT 
NXJUNCTURE. 

General Wall, in relation to this, declarcs, p. 38, I do nat 
amber any thing, at this time, more particular, than on an in- 
te number 7 other occaſions ; neither do I 2 If comprehend the 
M 


pain firſt manifeſted this jealouſy ; as alſo in what terms, and 


222 1 


— — 


Oe — — — 


(162) _ 
RATION, Jo repeatedly made, of a defire to maintain 
harmony and friendſhip with England, p. 29. 
I believe I may even from theſe premiſes take 
it as proved beyond contradiction, that Spain had 
come to a final reſolution, and only waited for ſome 
favourable events to throw off the maſk of deceit 
and treachery. The denouement quickly folloy- 
ed, though probably rather ſooner than Spain her- 
ſelf intended. Lord Briſtol explains the true rea- 
ſons. In his letter of Sept. 21, which was receiy- 
ed here Oct. 16. he ſays, A meſſenger arrived at 
St. Ildephonſo /a/# week, wwith the news of the aft 
errival of the Flota in the Bay of Cadiz, p. 17. Ii 
the letter of Now. 2. Two ſhips have lately arrin 
at Cadiz, with very extraordinary rich cargoes fr 
the Weſt Indies; so THAT ALL THE WEALTH 
| THAT WAS EXPECTED FROM SPANISH AMERIC 


motive for beiobtening this, And nk, p- 59. J do not n 
ber hawing made it then in a more particular manner than at n 
other times, neither do I comprebend the motives for their making 
ſuch a point of it. The motives for the heightening and makin 
ſuch a point of it, are well underſtood at London, though not: 
Madrid. Mr. Pitt does not ſeem to have been the dupe of thel 
ſoothing declarations, which were only the ſame lord Briſtol h 
juſt before given from M. Wall, in his letter of the 31ſt « 
Auguſt, His Catholic Majeſty's di iſpoſiti ſtion and profeſſions had i 
wariably been the ſame, and were ever meant to cement and cui 
vate the friendſhip ſo happily ſubſiftinz berwween our t4v0 Court 
p. 11. Isit poſſible to think the adminiſtrat on was deceived 


or did they mean to deceive the public ? ICY f his 


( 163 ) 

ain is now 5aFE IN OLD Spain, p. 29. And again, 

p. 35» Eleven large ſhips of the line, mow lying at 
ake Wl Ferrol, are rigged, manned, and ready to put to ſea 
hal at a Hort warning, together with tao frigates, one 
ome of which is bound to the South Seas, avith cannon- 
ceit ball, powder, and many other implements of war. 
o- By advices from Barcelona I hear that two of the Ca- 


her · N Holic King's /oips of war ſailed from thence the end 


rea: / laſt month, with two large ſhips under their con- 
wp, loaded with 3500 barrels of gun-poguder, 1500 
bemb-ſpells, 500 cheſts of arms, and a conſiderable 
tuantity of cannon-balls of different dimenſions, which 
cargo, it is imagined, ts deſtined for the Spamfh Weſt 
Indies, Many more warlike ſtores are ready to be 
bipped from Catalonia. Five battalions of different 
eriments of infantry, and two ſquadrons of dragoons, 


fra 


\LTH 


RIC! 
ir America. This corps makes in all about 3600 men, 


rene. 35. Lord Egremont ſays, And his Majeſty havw- 
7 1; aftervards, (that is, between the 3 iſt of Auguſt, 
n"W:d the 28th of Ooter, ) received intelligence, ſcarce 
makin dnitting a doubt, of troops inarching, and of mili- 


por” þ ary preparations maring in all the ports of 8 pain, 
t lfedped that his DIGNITY, as well as his prudence, 
31ſt quired him to order his Embaſſador at the Court of 
2 rid, 4 4 diſpatch dated the 28th of October, 10 
id cult 


mand, &c. p. 48. 

General Yall, thus prepared, at laſt comes out 

his intrenchments: for Spain no longer found 
M ” 


Court 
ceived 


Ve at Cadiz, awaiting their final orders to embark 


( 164 ) 
her account in 4iſembling. She had dreads taken 
her part, and the old traffick of words and ſoothing 
geclarations was almoſt at an end. On * Nov. 2, 
(eight + days before lord Briſtol received the very 
frſt diſpatches t ſrom the new miniftry in Englend.) 
His lordſhip writes word of the /urpriſcng change in 
General Wall's Aiſcourſe, and an unlooked for alterg- 
tion of ſentiments, and complains of the haughty lan- 
guage now held by this Court. M. Wall declares}: 
conduct of England unwarrantable, for bis Catholic 


Majeſty never could obtain an anſwer to any memurial M 7? 
or paper—that wwe were intoxicated with cur ſucceſſes e 
—and that it was evident all we aimed at was, fi N 
to ruin the French power in order more eaſily to cru l 

mer 


Spain, to drive all the ſubjeXs of the Chriſtian King, 
not only from their iſland-colonies in the new aorld, f © 
but alſo to deſtray their ſtweral forts and ſettlements 
upon ihe continent of North America, to have an ea 


* This letter cannot be too much attended to, as it fant BW w. 
immediately connected with the Spaniſb paper or memorial of i this 
the 28th of Auguſt, is explanatory of the real purport of it, WM own 
and evidently lays the foundation of the rupture, which the Oo 
new miniſtry have made with Spain, 

+ The meſſenger Ardouin delivered to me on the 10th inflant, ” 
at the Eſcurial, the honour WF: your bordſpip" s di ! A 1 * 
28th paſt, p. 36. 

The new miniſtry never received any e to the mat. az 
ter of theſe firſt diſpatches of the 28th of October, till the 24 conſe 
of December, a fortnight after the N Lord ach let Bun 


den, Dec. 41. p. 41. 


( 165 ) 


fer tafe in ſeizing on all the Spaniſh A is 
thoſe parts, thereby to ſatisfy the utmaſt of our ambi- 
tion, and to gratify our unbounded thirſt of conqueſt ; 3 


T 
1 and afterwards, that he would himſelf” be the man 
„ adviſe the King of Spain, ſince his duminiens were 


tn be overwhelmed, at leaf} to have them ſeized with 
arms in his ſubjeRs hands, and not to ccutinue the pa 
froe victim he had hitherto appeared to be in the eyes 


the 
Ml if tbe world, p. 26, Now what new event, on the 
1M part of England, ſince the reſignations, had hap- 


for pened to give occaſion to ſuch a furious, futile, 


if and menacing declamation ? Lord Briſtol writes 


uþ indeed, p. 64. What had occaſioned the great fer- 
mentation during that period at this Court, the effefts 
11 F which, I felt from General Wall's animated di/- 
wurſe al the Hſcurial, cuas the notice having, about 
that time, reached the Cathclic King, that the change 


which had happened in the Engliſh adminiſtration, . 


ans fil wg relative to meaſures prepꝛſed to be taken againſt 
al of WI this country But ſurely, almoſt in lord Egremout's 


f it on words, p. 32, uſed by lord Briſtol himſelf to 


| the eneral all, the notoriety there was that every 


72 the interruption of a a friendly intelligence between 
% Courts (which his Majefly was fo ſolicitous to 
mat- ¶ maintain. had alſo been avoided, p. 62, with the 


24h conſequential re/ignations, mutt have produced in 


5 bund argument a directly contrary effect; where- 


as the notice ſent by his lordſhip of the Spani/ 
M3 


bing in the Royal C ouncils, avhich could tend towards 
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preparations, and his other reaſonings, account 
very fully for the General's animation at that 
time. : 

I think the queſtion then is reduced to this ſhort 
point, Does not the war with Spain, even in Sep- 
tember, appear to have been unavoidable ? Moſt eri. 
dently ſo, from all the proofs contained in the 
_ foregoing pages, and even from what is given us 
of lord Briſftol's letters, in particular that of Aug 
31, with the memorial incloſed, which was receiv. no 
ed here September 11, and was, to be ſure, no ſmall I neſ 
part of the ground, on which lord Temple's and I um 
Mr. Pitt's written advice of September 18 to recall d 
lord Briſtol, was founded. Every practice of the eve. 
moſt civilized ſtates, every formality preſcribed h bert 
the law of nations, every proceeding which the juſt 
moſt ſcrupulous rules of good faith, could requit , 
might have been obſerved, and the nobleſt oppor fh. 
tunity of expeditiouſly and gloriouſly terminating: :- 
both a French and a Spaniſb war been ſeized, which 
is now irrecoverably loft. The firmeſt nerves ofi*'* 
Spain, and with them the laſt hopes of Fraud or. 
might ſoon have been withered, and the Brit 
empire have received greater, and more imper 
tant, acquiſitions, than any it yet can boaſt fron 
the unparalleled, and Canuling ſucceſſes, even 0 
this glorious war. 

Whoever conſiders the ſituation of Spain (unpr 


pared as ſhe was at the time the written advice vi 


h 


cannon 
their 7 
4 5 tl 
Abi 


(<) 


unt 
mJ in thoſe ports, her colonies, her commerce, her 


own as well as the riches of France on board her 


the WY never fo full of ſpirit, and fluſh'd with repeated 
vitories, in Europe only upwards of 140 thips of 
war, in the other parts of the world above 100 
ein. more, we muſt fink in amazement at our ſupine- 
mall! neſs and neglect of ſo critical a period, after ſo long 


and MW tameneſs under injuries. I will add eng tamene/s 


ecall MY inder injuries; for I think the conduct of Spain, 
- the even during the fix years negociation, was ſo groſsly 
„abi partial to our profeſſed enemies, as would have 

| the juſtiied any overt acts on the ſide of England, from 


Ulre, 


* All advices concur in proving that the ſtate of Spain was 


1 t that time much the ſame as at the breaking out of the war 
atingggin 1730. The city of Manilla might be ⁊vell ſuppoſed to have 


been in the ſame defenceleſs condition wvith all the other Spaniſh 
ſettlements, juſt at the breaking out of the war: That is to ſay, 
their fortifications neglc&cd, and in many Places decayed ; their 


yhict 
es o 
Fant 


ritiþ 


(ver magazines, obether of militgry ſtores or proviſion, all emp- 


mpory ; their garriſons unpaid, and conſequently thin, ill-affefted and 
ron irited; and rhe Royal chefts in Peru, whence alone all theſs | 


kjaracrs could receive their redreſs, drained to the very bottom. 
Anſon's Voyage, quarto edition of 1748, p. 3. 


en 0 


Part of the preparations ſince made both in Europe and 
rica, may be {cen from lord Bri if $ * Pp. 23. of 


Inpr 


N 4 


ziren ) with reſpect to her ports, her ſhips of war 


ſuips, can never ſufficiently lament the loſs of an 
N autumnal campaign f. If we add that the fleet of 
England was at no time fo formidable, her ſeamen 


carnon diſmounted, or uſeleſs, by the mouldering of their carriages z 
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(168) | 
every principle of juſtice; but motives of mode. 
ration and policy reſtrained us. The affair of th 
'Antigallican'was alone of ſuch magnitude as to have 
called for repriſals againſt a Court, which avoyed 
ſuch groſs partiality and injuſtice, and committed 
ſuch repeated acts of the higheſt indignity. Not 
the leaſt ſatis faction was ever offered, though often 
demanded. On the contrary, it was followed by 
many flagrant. acts of notorious, viclence. It is a 
"known fact, that both the law cf nations, and the 
eltabliſh'd cuſtoms of all maritime ſtates, have beer 
7 vietned by Spain in every one of her ports, fron 
a declared partiality to the French. They wer: 
treated almoit as natural-born Spaniards, thougi 
the Family Compact did not at that time ſubſiſt, aul 
the Engliſb as enemies, though called friends, t 
whom the King of Spain was ever r declaring much 

- cordiality and regard. 3 
Ruinous indeed it may prove for this countr, 
that the adm iniſtration, which for ſo many yer 
has continued Unanimous in carrying on ti! 
war in Germany, UNANIMOUS likewiſe in rejeclin 
the terms of peace offered by France, ſhould har 
differed in opinion (if indeed they did fo) withre 
 gard to the glaring duplicity, and hoſtile inter 
tions, of the Court cf Spain! It required, als 
no great ſcope of judgment, nor any deep fagi 
eity, to diſcover tae real vans, p. 24. of Shai 
and that the war with that power was inevitable 


( 169 ) | 
A truth which moſt plainly appears from the very 
papers publiſhed to conceal it. The only queſtion 
moſt evidently was, whether we ſhould enter into 
it with every advantage on our fide, or from weak- 
neſs, indeciſion, or a delufive hope at beft, give 
to our determined enemy that time to prepare, 
which it was notorious ſhe wanted, loſe the ſeaſon 
for action, and ſacrifice to the imbecility of a few 
mire laſt words three moſt important months, at 
the end of which we find ourſelves reduced to the 
neceſſity of breaking with Spain, exactly as we 
ought to have done ſo long before. Whoever can 
now pride himſelf in the procra/nating advice he 
gave to his ſovereign, may he enjoy in full luſtre 
that eminent glory of his life ! Tf ſuch are the glortec, 
what muſt the % races be! I mean not to draw any 
uncandid picture of the preſent adminiſtration : I 
am ſorry I muſt fay that we have had too much ex- 
perience of one part of hem, and too little of the 
other, to be very ſanguine. Two Secretaries of 
Siate, in theſe dangerous times, become' miniſters 
by inſpiration ! We have as little experience of 
them, as they have of buſineſs. - In no department 
| of the ſtate, nor in parliament, has either held any 
rank or eſtimation. But theſe defects will be am- 
ply ſupplied by the induſtry and experience of a 
laborious gentleman, Who has long paced in the tram- 
mels of the ſlate, with uo amvilicn or avarice to gra- 


( 170 2 
25. A declaration the public has heard repent 
| * from himſelf. He neither 


Anbitione mala, aut argenti pallet amore, 


Hog. 


But may the dignity of the crown, the honour of 
his Majeſty, the glory of the nation, and the im. 
portant acquiſitions made during the late minikry, 
be ſafe in their hands! Their hands have been 
ſtrengthen'd in every manner they could aſk or wiſh; 
and no oppoſition has been made to them; unleſs 
it is call'd oppoſition, to endeavour to preſerve the 
confidence of our allies once boundleſs, and to 
keep up the high ſpirit of the nation under the 
enormous, but neceſſary, burthens of the war. 
In no truly Britifh quarrel, but in the cauſe of 
our allies, the Spaniſb marine was deſtroyed by Sir 
George Byng, in 1718, without any previous decla- 
ration of war. We were not, in conſequence of 
that ſtep, treated in Furope as an uncivilized na. 
tion, ſpurring at all laws, or as a neſt of pirates; 
but the policy and ſpirit of the meaſure was uni- 
verſally admired. As to the juſtice of ſuch a pro- 
Ceeding, I determine nothing: I leave it to thoſe 
ate caſuiſis who ſeized the French ſhips before 
declaration of war. The intereſt of Great Bri- 
tain was not then immediately concerned, as in the 


* Vid, Memoire Hiſtoriguc, No. 17. Art, 127, 


"a 


eats 


(94) 
reſent caſe, but our allies wiſhed, and obtained, 
our vigorous and effectual ſupport. By that deci- 
five exertion of our ſtrength, the conteſt between 
the two nations was in effect finiſhed almoſt as ſoon 
23 begun. The impartial public will judge for 
themſelves, how great the probability is, that the 
like ſucceſs had followed meaſures equally ſpirit- 
ed, preceded by a declaration of war, which in this caſe 


lad been founded on the cleareſt principles of juſtice 


ard equity. I am at leaſt certain no man of can- 
dour could have cenſured England as accelerating 


qrecipitately a war *, long reſolved by Spain, I 


muſt ſay, too long delayed by England. I rather 


fear the example of the ſpirit of the late meaſures + 
vill be thought to be already forgot; and as thoſe 
meaſures were decried as too bold and daring, 
more feeble, more puſilanimous, leſs encouraging 


to our real friends, leſs hoſtile to our enemies, will 


ve found to be adopted. In the preſent caſe, lord 
Briſtol is ordered, ſo early as Fuly 28, to come to 


categorical and ſatisfafory declarations relatively to 


the final intentions of Spain. Mr. Pitt's lerler, p. 3. 
to which lord Briſtol, on the part of Spain, never 
returns either a CATEGORICAL Or SATISFACTORY 


anſwer. The ingenious General Wall, through the 
whole negociation, appears reſerved and artful 


* Vid. the Declaration of War bet Spin Jan, 2 
1762. 1 
T Vid, lord Egramogt 5 "Ray p. 23. 
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(172) 
at leaf, not to ſay full of duplicity. A. aft Genes 
Wall replied, He had no orders to acquaint me wit 
any meaſures but what he had formerly communicaty 
to me; and ſignified his not being at liberty to ſay ay 
more, Nov. 2. p. 27. All that I could, with dif 
culty, extort from General Wall avas, that his Caths 
tic Majeſty had judged it expedient to renew his pu. 
IL COMPACTS (thoſe avere the expreſs æverd, 
abi the Moſt Chriftian King— Here the Spaniſh ni. 
niſter fopt ſhort, and, as if he had gone beyond whe 
he intended, he ſaid, that the Count de Fuentes, ar; 
M. Buſſy had declared to his Majeſty's miniſter, 
all that was MEANT to be communicated to them. Now, 
2. p. 29. Can any thing be imagined more con 
temptuous, or more inſolent? But what follows i 
excellent Spaniſh humour ; and the inimitable H 
garth could from theſe few lines, give us a mo! 
diverting frontiſpiece to the papers, if adminifin 
tion did not ſeem reſolved no more to employ me 
of ſuperior parts and genius. Lord Briſtol ſays, 
began to Aatter my elf I might obtain the categoria 
anſwer, 1 avas ordered to demand, without the Spanil 
miniſter” s ſuſpeFing my ultimate orders. When I a 
going out of his room, he took me by the þ and, and jail 
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evith a SMILE, he HOPED ; but there he ftopt. APP 


aſked him aht he HOPED, that 1 might alſo HOPE 
and that all might concur in the ſame 10PEs: but hi 


pain 
le 7 

Excellency only then boxwed, and took his leave of nl 

p- 63. General VV. wk 15 too much of a Spaniar 
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wer to laugh; but his /iniles are very fignificant, 


ner 


From the C arholic King s very. particular partiality to- 


Ing a treaty muſt have occaſioned, and only, from 
time to time, to uſe the ſoothing ſounds of friend- 
bip, honour, cordiality, affetion, Kc. &c. to /mile, 


That? I know no more than the preſent miniſtry, 
Lord Briſtol ſeems totally uninformed of ſo im- 


ew days before he is told of it from England. 
)2ober 28, lord EZ gremont writes to lord Briftel : 
V, 
orici 
Jani! 
I cual 
ail 
ts 
10pl 
but hi 
* 


11101! 


nade ? Surely this relates to the rupture with 


* 3 ? ; 
* Vide his letter of Nov. 2. 


Lord Briſtol declares, M. Wall ever acted in too in- 
renuous a manner for me to ſu ſped? the leaſt duplicity in 
iis conduct, p. 19. Now was he ever ingenuous 
nd frank enough to communicate to lord Briſial, 
the leaſt article of the family compact, or did he- 
erer hint that ſuch a thing was in agitation ?. 


uards lord Briſtol, p. 66. I ſuppoſe M. Wall was 
ordered to ſpare his lordſhip the concern ſo alarm- 


to bow, to take him by the hand, and to—bope. 


Portant an affair as the family compa, till long af- 
er that treaty was figned and ratified, and only a 


is Majeſty cannot imagine that the Court of Spain 


bauld think it unreaſonable to deſire a communication 
the treaty ACKNOWLEDGED 10 hawe been lately 


mcluded between the Courts of Madrid and Ver- 
lles, p. 21. When was this acknowledgment 


ain? Yet not a line of this intelligence is among 
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By this time, I think it muſt appear how much ea 
lord Brifol, though poſſeſſed of real talents, ve 
deceived by the Court of Spain; a Court as inf. 
dious as that of France. Let me next remark, ho veat 
dexterous the new miniftry here were in endes. 
vouring to deceive themfelves. In the anſwer de. 
livered to the Count de Fuentes, by the earl of Fore. 
mont, Dec. 11, it is ſaid, The Embaſſador at th 
Court of Madrid, by a diſpatch dated the 28th 
October, was ordered to demand, in terms the of 
meaſured, however, and the moſt amiable, a comm. 
nication of the treaty recently concluded betæveen th 
Courts of Madrid and Verfailles, or, at leaſt, of th 
articles which might relate to the intereſt of Great 
Britain—and—TO CONTENT HIMSELF WITH As- 
| SURANCES, ix caſe the Catholic King offered to gin! 
any, that the ſaid engagements did not contain an 
thing that <vas contrary to the friendſhip which ſul- 
ſiſted between the two crowns, or that was prejuli- 
cial to the intereſts of Great Britain, ſuppoſing that 
any difficulty was made of fhewing the treaty, p. 48, 
The new miniftry are now got off from the true 
ground, which was the memorial of Spaniſh affair 
verbatim ſent from Madrid, and the letter of lord 
Briſtol's of Auguſt 31, with the encloſures ; and 
have confined their view to the fingle point of the 
late treaty, or the family compact. Every thing re- Ne in 
lative to the final intentions of Spain, concerning | 
which lord Brifol is ordered, in Mr. Pitt's letter, voltile 


(2175) | 
6 early ds July 28, to come to categorical and ſati/- 
uory declarations, is omitted in this demand, and 


ni. Mord Briſtol is ordered to confine himſelf to the new 
0 reaty. This I agree with lord Egremont is certainly 
lea. equivocal proof of aependance on the good faith of 


the Catholic King, in ſhewing him an unbounded con- 
dence in ſo important an affair, p. 49: How meri- 
ted, we have ſeen from what paſſed in the latter 
nonths of the negociation ; and in all probability 
mould ſee more glaringly, if the negociation, ſince. 
the acceſſion of his preſent Catholic Majeſty, were 
ommunicated to us. From that unbounded confidence 
tie new miniſtry entirely loſt ſight of the moſt of- 
enfive and hoſtile matter in the memorial of July 
5, and the papers of Auguſt 31, attacking the 
liznity of the crown of England in a manner ſurely 
far more unbecoming and inſolent than that £þ:rit 
f haughtineſs and diſcord, which, ſays M. V. all, 
ud NVdated that inconfiderate flep, and which, for the 
that ifor tune of mankind, fill reigns /o much in the Bri- 
48. in government, which made in the ſame inſtant the 
daration of war, and attacked the King of Spain's 
ienity, p. 67. It is plain they were accommo- 
lating themſelves at any rate tamely to become the 
lupes of Spain; for all they deſired, by the diſ- 
atch of the 28th of October, was an aſſurance of 
ie innocence of the treaty in queſtion, p. 23; and 
hey paſſed by every thing elſe, though of the moſt 
ollile tendency, Conſcious of this, lord Egre- 


6176) = 
mont, at the end of his anſwer to the Conde de Fu. Ne 
entes, December 31, pleads guilty for himſelf and NM. 
his brother miniſters, to the charge that may be Ml 1 
exhibited againſt them of an intentionally facile 
and willing credulity, when he ſays, But fort.. Des- 
nately the terms in which the declaration ( Fuentes's) 
7s conceived, ſpare us the regret of not having receiv- g pai 
ed it ſooner ; for it appears, at firſt ſight, that i Hf, 
anſwer is not at all conformable to the demand. Wig; 
wanted to be informed, If the Court of Spain intended 
10 join the French, our enemies, to make war u 
Great Britain; or to depart from their neutrality? 
Whereas the anſwer concerns one treaty only, (all that 
was. aſked by the diſpatch of the 28th of October, 
which is ſaid to be of the 15th of Auguſt ; careful 
avoiding to ſay the leaft word that could explain, in 
any manner the intentions of Spain towards Great 
Britain, or the further engagements they may bart 
contracted in the preſent criſs. In the diſpatch in. 


deed of lord Egremont to lord Briſtol, of November 5 
19, in anſwer to lord Briſtol's letter of Nowember 2, bY - 


p. 32, the new miniſtry amend their own queſtion, 
and at laſt demand @ PRECISE and CATEGORICAL 
ANSWER from the Court of Madrid, relative to thei 
Intention with regard to Great Britain 2 this critical 
conjuncture, which brought on the rupture on the 1000 

'* That the ſaid treaty is only a convention between the family 5 
Bourbon, wherein there is nothing that has the leaft relation to th! 
preſent zwar. Fuentes's' note delivered to lord Egremont, Di 
25, p. 46. | 
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N 
e Driember:; and is preciſely what was directed by 
nd Mr. Pitt ſo early as July 28. | 

be cannot paſs by that other part of lord Er 
ile N nꝰs anſwer delivered to the Count de Fuentes, 
Ur December 3 1, in which it is ſaid, he Embaſſador (of 


50 Ercland) having addreſſed himſelf to the minifter of 
spain for that purpoſe, could only draw from him a 
the 
V. 
ded: 


* On 
ty? 
that 
er / 
ful 
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sr REQUISITIONS “, hich he had accompanied 
wth terms that breathed nothing but havghtineſs, ani- 
m/ity, and menace, and which ſeemed fo ftrongly to 
ei the ſuſpicions of the unamicable di/poſition of the 
ourt of Spain, p. 49, without obſerving that this 
atnot poſſibly be the real ſtate of the fact, (tho? 

bs Tordſhip but a few lines before fays, he will 
nine himſelf to fats, with the moſt ſerupulbus er- 


reste) for lord Egremont receives no anſwer from 


aue Mord ae t to the orders to make. the JUST RE- 

in- 
nber 
er 2, 
tion, 
CAL 
theit 
itical 
10th 


; equence of any orders from the Court of England : ſuch 
rng reports of an approaching rupture between Great Britain 
Spain, grounded upon ſeveral authentic aſſurences 7 bad e- 
ved, that . ſome agreement had been ſettled and ſigned between 


enquire minutely into this afai. 
1 F It is remarked in the Cee of Madrid, publiſhed by 


n oth by attribute the laſt endeavour, which they erde. ed lord Briſtol 


nabe, and wvbich cauſed the rupture, to the language of bargb- | 


„ Dus 


nfu/al, to give a e e anſwer to his Majeſty's 


1 The following —_ of lord Briſtal's 8 Pain of Now, 25 
2 5 d demonſtrates that theſe juſt requiſitions were not made in 


tir Cocholic and Maſt Chriſtian . DETARMINED ME | 


thority, in theſe words: And what is more {nzular, is, that 


(198) 
QU151TIONs contained in his two diſpatches (of the Ml jy; 
28th of October, and 19th of November, ) till the 


1 
24th of December, a. fortnight after the rupture, Fi | 
which happened on the 10th. p. 41, and 43, except /; 
tineſs, timoſi ty, and menace, with which ( according to then 1 3 
bur Court anſewered to the civil and amicable demani that n 
fer made in conſequence ( ſay they ) of an drder of the 28th of Oct ing 2 
tober. Unfortunately for them, they bude not confidered that in Wall 


an interval from the 28th of October to the It or 2d of | Decem- 
ber, the day upon evbich lord Briftol's laft letter arrived, it i" 
in, pojible an expreſs can come From London to Madrid, return bare. 
London vir an anſever to bis diſpatch, and go back to Madri 
with the reply. Gazette de Amſterdam Du Mardi 23 Pm 
1562. De Madrid le 2 Février 1762. Par 4e meme courid 
gui a apportẽ au Roi la nouvelle de la rẽſolution priſe à la co 
Britannique de nous declarer la guerre, le Comte de Fuentes 
envoye à S. M. un Memoire remis à cet Ambaſſadeur avant bo 
| depart de Londres par le Comte d' 'Egremont, SfcrEtaife d EU 
de 8. M. Britannique, en reponſe à la declaration que le Comtt 
de Fuentes lui avoit donn par Ecrit quelques jours aupkra vat 
Ces deux pieces ont ẽtẽ inſerces, par ordre de notre cour, d: 
14 Gazette de Madrid, avec les obſervations ſuivantes ſur le me 22 
moire delivre par le Cortrte T Egremont. Et te quiil y a de fit 
Fnpuler, c ' 7 ils artribuent la dlerniere rentitive u on a f 
Fame au lord Biol, er qui a Cauſe la rupture, au ton de baute 
Manimoſbre, et te menuce, avec leguel'C ſclen eus) netre cour uf 
end nu demandes boniifres et unmubles que ce miniſre ft 
Heitu di ſentoils) diun ortre du 28 Octobre. — 
Pour eux, ils ; ont point fait attention que, dans un inter valle cin 
zel du 28 du tit mois au fer wa 2 de Decembre, jour auqil 
Frrivn te der ni cir Hl lr Briffol, il eft imepoſible gu'on Oi 
tbr venue dir Lenurtr & Mudefi, VetiuPhe's Londres huet hf 
Sri ® Ju Hp, n . 
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hat 1 will now Rate, which is far from contain- 
he ing the repeated and the moſs fringing refu als to give 
e, Ide leaſt. ſatigfaction, p. 50. Extract from lord Brif 
pt is letter to the earl of Egremont, November 23s 
M | 37: It will not be Pelle zble for me to re-diſpatch a 
enger to England for ſeveral days, notwithfand- 


ing my having haa another long conference wwith M. 
Wall, ar <vbich J entered minutely into every argu- 


lare not flatter my elf with having gained any ground 


aue, than at our late meeting. When he anfwerea 


} was friendly ; and, after long reaſonines, on both 
der, awe parted with reciprocal proteffations to each 
ber of our earneſt defire to continue in peace. Gene- 
Wall alfo promiſed me, to acquaint his Catholte 


ren ut. I entreat your lerdfbip not to think me la- 
yſeguential in what I relate: It is my duty to men- 
in the reſult of each interview with the 8 Spaniſh fe 
ary of Rate. A T fent an account of in my letters 


rater 
raft 


that time; and the change J hawe juf binted, 
ben J Iaſt ſaw M. Wall, is equally certain. | 
| wilt obſerve but upon one paſſage more, and. 


2 


ent ſuggeſted to me by your lordſhip. Although I 


wor the Spaniſh minifter, yet I newer before obſervea 
is excellency lifen with greater attention to my di. 


, it was without warmth ; when the applied to me, 


lojefly cireum/tantially with what had paſjed Be- 


the 2d inſtant, Was literally what had happened | 


— — — — 


ut is from lord Egremom's diſpatch of November 
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109, becauſe when he is drove to the neceſſity of 
_ defendiag the proceedings of the preſent minilty, 
he gives (what poſſibly was not his object) the ful. 
left juſtification of Mr. Pitt. As to the affertion of Ml rin 
that minifter (M. Wall) That his Catholic Ma- Ml rio 
«« zeſty never could obtain an anſwer from the Br. WM pre 
* 7:6 miniſtry, to any memorial or paper that vs, 
. _ * ſent from Spain, either by the channel of the nd 
count 4e Fuentes, or through your hands,” ed. 
ewould be a ufcleſs condeſcenſron to appeal fo repeatedh i de) 
to thoſe ample materials in your excellency”s poſſeſſion, I 
for the confutation of a propoſition fo noteriouſly ground. 
les, that it ſcarce deſerves à ſerious anſwer. Tit 
language M. Wall held, relative to the late neguia. 
lion with France, as well as avith regard to our un- 
bition and unbounded thirft of conqueſt, as it confif 


0 


of mere abuſive aſſertion, without the leaſt ſpeau bein, 
argument, de ger ves n but ow: contradictiuiſ¶ inſid 
P- 31. | ticul, 
Before I nit the papers, it may be neceſluy vpe 

| add, that I ſee nothing ſo alarming 1 in the war with rar 
Spain, had it been entered into in time, and wed m. 
well conducted. I have read the hiſtories of bo. 
nations, and am happy to agree with our miniſtet pan; 
that experience has ſhenun that avhen in contrqFprote. 
diction to the oB principles of our common iniepar 


indo 
tate 1 
nd d 
A re 


fereſts, that harmony has been unhappily interrupt 
Spain has always been the greateſt Suferer, p- 20 
Need 1 Go. more in e 55 this e 1a 


7 ei 3 | 
ry, nention the late war againſt the combined forces 
ul- of France and Spain, united before the French ma- 
nne was annihilated, as it now is; and at a pe- 
la- nod, when the navy of England had not reached its 
2; WM preſent greatneſs, and irreſiſtible ſuperiority ? 

was The evidence to be drawn from theſe imperfect 
the MY and mutilated papers, is now fully and fairly ſta- 
»„ ed. I call them imperſect and mutilated, becauſe 
zh dey have their commencement, only from the ve- 
ry point, when the long negociation between Eng- 
land and Spain being become hopeleſs, the inſolent 
attempt was made by the two branches of the 
houſe of Bourbon, then united, to force on his ma- 
jelty and the Engliſb nation, the conceſſion of thoſe 
inadmiſſible terms, which Spain alone deſpaired of 
being able to compel us to grant. An attempt of 
nidious perfidy, which at once proved the par- 
ticular peace betwixt England and France to be 
bopeleſs and impracticable; for what ceſſions to 
Fravre could an Exgliſb adminiſtration be juſtified 
in making, while ſhe declared herſelf eventually 
engaged to take part with Spain in a new war for 
paniſh objects, totally inadmiſſible ; from which 
proteſt it doth not appear that either- court ever 
teparted ? The ſpecious and falſe appearances of 
mdour, which the publication of papers in ſuch a 
tate is meant to convey, are as eaſily ſeen through, 
ad detected, as they are unfair and ungenerous. 
A great deal of very important intelligence, rela- 


N 3 
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tive to the point in queſtion, is plainly withheld. 


The fufpiclons ariſing from the ſuppreſſion « of eri. 


dence are, no doubt, in the opinion of govern- 
ment, more tolerable than the conviction founded 


| upon full proof, Even the particulars of the - 


gociation evith France are ſtill ſecreted from the 
Public, as far as it is in the power of our govern: 


ment; left, among other good reaſons, as it ſtands 


adturatly connected with the Span, they might, 
if conſidered together, throw too ſtriking a light 
on the whole. The infinite importance of what i; 
fuppreſſed, I do not pretend to determine; but 
the papers are evidently thus partially laid before 
the public by adminiſtration, to juſtify, if poſſible, 
their delay with what ſucceſs the public will de. 


termine. As to the wiſdom of the woritten adwict, 


it ſtands already proved by the event: but before 
we can enter fully into that difpute (if there can 
be ſtill a doubt) 2/7 the materials, all the evidence, 


both from paper and fact, on which that advice 
Was founded, ought, ' in common juſtice, to be 


laid before the public, From what we already 


know with certainty, even from theſe papers, as t 


what Spain had already done, not from what that 
court might further intend to do *, I cannot but own 
my ſurprige, that there ſhould be a 45 Herence of 
Pw with n to meaſures to be ralen aganf 


: e lever: ſow a Right Hop, pſa to = in 
city. EE” | 


(183) 

Spain, off the higheft importance to the haneur. of the 
con, and te the maſt effential national intereſ?s *. 
When Iam told that only one noble Lord, and the late 
ſecretary of State, of the moſt confidential ſervants 
of the crown, concurred i in an opinion ſo evident, 
o clearly deduced from ſuch à variety of progfs, I 

cannot but imagine that there muſt have heen ſome 
powerful combination, ſome underhand intrigues, 
among miniſters of more denominations than one, 
o force the refignation of the Right Hon. gentle- 
man. He muſt long have been babe upon with 


a unfriendly and jealous eye by miniſters, to 
whom it is his honour that he was ſo very unlike ; 
and who, though real unanimity attended it in the 
nation, could ill brook his poſſeſſing i in ſo high a 
legree, (what they never had the lealt ſhare of) 
the confidence of a diſcerning and enlightened peo- 
ple. A point of the utmoſt confequence to every 
niniſtry, in this kingdom. The glories of this 
zentleman's adminiſtration, (that is, while he aua 
diowed to guide + the meaſures of this nation) and 


* Vide a * nn a n 1 perſon to — in the 
city. | 
+ If one mihitter on * the ſeals may not, in the true 
ſpirit of the conſtitution, fay that he reſigns, in order not to rę- 
rain reſponſible for meaſures, which be was no longer allowed to 
guide in his own department, to the execution of which he 
mut ſet his band; what an idea of parliament and of the con- 


litution muſt an . have entgrtgingd, vho could, juſt be- ä 
N 4 
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the applauſes of his grateful country, have given 
bim at leaſt a due portion of envy, which 1 is a cer- 
tain attendant on ſplendid merit. | 


©" Sure fate of all, beneath whoſe riſing ray, 
Fach ſtar of meaner merit fades away! 
Oppreſs'd we feel the beam directly beat; 
en Suns of Ne N pleaſe not till they ſet, 


Pop:. 
That only two reſignations have accompanied that 
of the late ſecretary, is no ſurprize to me. 


Je fas Anglois, je dois faire le biew 

De mon pays, mais plus encore le mien, 
ſays Voltaire, who lived a good while in this coun- 
try, and ſeems to know it pretty well. 


From theſe few and ſcanty materials, ſo ſpa- 
ringly dealt out to the public, I have endeavoured 


fore taking the ſeals, write the following circular letter, not 


yet be-werfified, or be- noted? 
„„ 


« The King has declared his intention to make me ſecre- 


ce tary of State, and I (very unworthy as I fear I am of ſuch: 


cc an undertaking) muſt rake the conduct᷑ of the Houſe of Con- 
« mons, I cannot therefore well accept the office till after the 
ce firſt day's debate, which may be a warm one. A great at- 
te tendance chat day of my friends will. be of the greateſi con- 
ce ſequence to my future ſituation, and 7 ſhould be extreme'y 


« happy, if you wouid, for that reaſon, ſhew yourſelf amongſt 


&« them, to the great honour of, Sc. 
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ven Ml to give you all the ſatisfaction in my power. 
er- could poſſibly have amuſed you more, but I have _ 
| along preferred the deſire of informing to that of 
mtertaining you. Perhaps you had been better 
pleaſed, if I had deviated more, and had not con- 
ined myſelf ſo ſtrictly to the evidence of the pa- 
jrs, and to fa#s which will not be denied. 
To conclude, let me add to hopes not very ſan- 


5 ovine, very ſincere and very fervent wiſnes: May 
nat f z moſt perfect harmony, mutual confidence, . and una- 

unity, which, lord Egremont, October 28, ſays, p- 

13, now reign in his Majeſty's councils,' for the ſake 

of the public, long continue ! may the expedition 
m. Now failed to the % Iudies prove, by ſucceſs, to 
I ave been timely in preparation, adequate in 
gr: force, to the object, whatever it may be! may 
r army in Germany ®, (fince-it is ill to conti- 


ue there, though Mr. Pitt is retired,) and the 

not Kings of Pruſſia and Portugal find that example has 
indeed been taken of the ſpirit of the late meaſures *, 

p 23. and that the meaſures of government will ſuf- 

ere. r no relaxation, p. 22. from feeble, procraſtinat- 
uch ing, and undecided counſels, founded in weakneſs 


It is confidently aſſerted in honour of the Secretary of 
tte of the Northern department, that · Oe /ikewwiſe did imme- 
lately on Mr. Pitt's reſignation give the ſtrongeſt aſſurances to 
Le German allies, that the reſignation of that miniſter would 
oglt Nac occagon the leaſt change in meaſures, except only that they 5 
| would be carried on with redoubled vigour, 
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and dupligity. And, to grace the whole, may the 
beſt diſpoſed prince, that has at any time ſwayed 
the ſceptre of Alfred, never live to want a miniſter 


as able, and ſucceſsful as Mr. Pitt. 
„„ „„. 
TE 
\ 
1 
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THE FOLLOWING PAPER 5s, 
EXCEPT THE POSTSCRIPT, 


RELATE TO | | 


MR. WILKES's ELECTION 


FOR THE COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX, 


4 


AND THE 


Further Proceedings of the Cour T of K1nG's-BEzNCn. 


Mr. 


\ 


Mr. Wilkes returned to England a ſhort Time be- 

fore the General Election in 1 768, and declared 
himſelf a Candidate for the City of London 25 
the e Adareſs. 


Mr. Wilkes's Addreſs to the Li verymen of the City 
of London. 


Gentlemen, and Fellow Citizens, 


N deference to the opinion of ſome very re- 
ſpectable friends, I preſume to offer myſelf a 
g candidate for my native city of London, at the en- 
ſuing general election. The approbation you have 
been pleaſed on ſeveral occaſions to expreſs of my 
conduct, induces me to hope that the addreſs I have 
bo the honour of making to you, will not be un- 
favourably received. 


The chief merit with you, gentlemen, I know 
to be a ſacred love of liberty, and of thoſe gene- 
rous principles, which at firſt gave, and have ſince 
ſecured to this nation, the great charter of free- 
dom. I will yield to none of my countrymen in 
this noble zeal, which has always characterized 


— 
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Engliſhmen. I may appeal to my whole conduc, ud 
both in and out of parliament, for the demonſtra. Ml vhi 
tion that ſuch principles are deeply rooted in ny den 
heart, and that IL have Readily purſued the inte. 

reſts of my country, without regard to the power- 

ful enemies I created, or the manifeſt dangers in 
which I muſt thence' neceſſarily be involved, and 
that IJ have fulfilled the duties of a good ſubjeR, 

The two important queſtions of public liberty, Ml 
reſpecting general avarrants and the ſeizwre of ju- il I 
pers, may perhaps place me among thoſe who have | 
deſerved well of mankind, by an undaunted firm. M7 
_ neſs, perſeverance, and probity : theſe are the vir- rity 
tues, which your anceſtors never failed to exert in Wl the 
the fame national cauſe of liberty, and the world Wl Bee! 
will ſee renewed. in their deſcendants on every great WY bein 
call of freedom and our country. 

The nature and dignity of the truſt, gentlemen, 
which I now ſolicit, ſtrike me very forcibly. | 
feel the warmeſt zeal for your intereſts, and affec- 
fion for your ſervice. I am conſcious how unequal 

my abilities are, yet fidelity and integrity ſhall in 
fome meaſure compenſate that deficiency, and [ 
will endeavour through life, to merit the continu- 
ance of your approbation; the maſt precious re- 
ward to which I aſpire. If I am honoured with ſo 
near a relation to you, it will be my ambition to 
be uſeful, to dedicate myſelf to your ſervice, and 
to diſcharge with ſpirit and afliduity, the various Ide! 


t in 
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al important duties of the diſtinguiſhed ſtation in 


which I may be placed by the favour of 12 __ | 


lemen, the _ of London. 
I am with the utmoſt eben, 
Gentlemen, 
Vour moſt faithful, 
and obedient humble ſervant, 
* 2; Jon Wir ks. 
kad March to, 1568. 


On the 16th of March the clectibii* for the city 
London came on at Guildhall, when the majo- 
ty of hands was declared to be for the right hon. 


de Jord mayor, Sir Robert Ladbroke, William 
jeckford, Eſq; and John Wilkes, Eſq; the theriffy 


f betty at firſt pgs whether the lord me ayor, 
on Paterſon, Kia: had he greateſt ew, of hands, | 


thoſe four were put up again; when the majority 
ippeared to be in favour of the lord mayor; but 4 


poll was demanded for Sir Richard Glyn, Batlow i 


Trecothick, Eſq; and John Paterſon, Eſq; all the 


(andidates appeared on the huftings. Previous to 
de nomination, Mr. Wilkes made the following 


ſpeech to the livery : 
Gentlemen, | 2 
I am happy to find myſelf once more amongſt 


the friends and patrons of liberty. This day makes 
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| me glorious amends for the rigour of a long unme. 
rited exile; in which the only conſolation remain. 
ing to me was, that from my ſufferings you had an 
uninterrupted enjoyment of your moſt invaluable 
rights and privileges: ſince the exertion of my 
firmneſs in an important moment, no minifter haz 
once dared to iſſue a general warrant againſt your 
perſons, or to ſign an order for the PH of your 
papers; and I truſt that ſuch deſpotiſm will ne- 
ver be again exerciſed over che free ſubjects of 
this country. 


[Bs I ſtand here, gentlemen, a private man, un- 
connected with the great, and unſupported by any 
party. I have no ſupport but you: I wiſh no o- 
ther ſupport : I can have none more certain, none 

more honourable.. If I have the happineſs, gen- 
tlemen, of being returned to parliament by your 
favour, I ſhall be ready to pay the greateſt defe- 
rence to the ſentiments of my conſtituents on every 
occaſion, and ſhall dedicate myſelf to their fer- 
vice, by promoting to the utmoſt of my abili 
ties the trade and commerce of this great metro- 
polis, by which alone it can maintain the tirſt rank 
it now 5 and J hope, with its liberties, will 


ever enjoy.” 


Mr. Wilkes-waited on the Chamberlain, at hi 
houſe, on the evening before the election, and took 


up his freedom of the city, and livery of the 
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ſoiners company: and the next morning ahgut 
nine o'clock went to Guildhall, and was in the 
wuncil chamber ſome time; from whence he pro- 
zeded, with the reſt of the candidates, to the huſ- 
tings, and was received by the people with loud 
ecclamations, which were repeated as ſoon as he 
ad ended his addreſs to the livery,” and on his 
being | returned one of the repreſentatives. 


There was as full a hall as ever known upon 
he like occaſion. | 


After the declaration of the egi, that the 


5 majority of hands had evidently appeared for Sir 
i k Robert Ladbroke, William Beckford, Eſq; and 
5 ohn Wilkes, Eſq; and upon the ſecond holding 
p of hands, to determine which of the other can- 
er ates had likewiſe a majority, it was at length 
* kclared in favour of the lord mayor. Sir Robert 


5 Ladbroke, the lord mayor, and Mr. Beckford, 
- aſulted together; Sir Robert Ladbroke and Mr. 
BY leckford were of opinion, that a joint add! reſs 
bould be made to the livery, as uiual, by the four, 
andidates, ſo nominated and returned to the hall. 
This was refuſed by the lord mayor. —Quere, was 
he reaſon of this refufal, his having burnt his own 
gers, as well as the North Briton, No. 45, or 
his ne influence of his miniſterial contract for the 


90K loathing ſeveral dezente? = | 
the e Te 
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28 7 following is the ſtate of the poll each day, 
8 Wed. Th. Fr. Sat. Mon. Tu. W. To 
| Rt. Hon. Tho. Harley 64 562 890 566 660 591. 396 2 
Sir Robert Ladbroke - 81 563 796 565 647 583 4433 
Alcerman Beckford - 59 449 753 482 614 583 462 30 
Alderman Trecothick 60 446 628 438 478 514 393 4 
Sir Richard Glyn - 57 429 611 391 534 43; 366 20 
John Paterfon, Eſq; - 59 324 400 274 299 244 189 1 
John Wilkes, Eſq - 26 143 253 154 257 213 198 fff thi 
Act the conclufion, which was on WedneitM** - 
March 23, Mr. Wilkes addrefſed the livery as f * 
lows : unt) 
* Gentlemen and F ellow!Cidvens, pea! 
The poll being now finiſhed, T return my HIner 
cereſt thanks to thoſe diſintereſted and independdÞ ho 
friends, who have as ſteadily as generouſly fte. 
forth in my favour. The want of ſucceſs, ou © 


d. 
MN. 
cc g 
thi 
id 1 
th 


our power to command, has not in the leaſt . in 
ted my zeal for your ſervice. You cannot be ſery 
Kcquainted with the various circumſtances wii 

Xe ( 
have contributed to it. My friends were of q N 
nion that I ſhould wait the diſſolution of the . 
ſlaviſh and venal parliament, while the other qq 


didates had been for many months ſoliciting Tb 
intereſt. Miniſterial influence, aſſiſted by priyfſſinor 
malice, has been exerted in the moſt arbitrary} me: 
unconſtitutional manner, and by means of the inc: 
ſeſt chicanery and oppreſſion. ole 

« But though diſappointed, I am not in the! give 
difpirited : on the contrary, I reflect with py” <2 
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dgratitude on the many inſtances of regard and 
ſection Iůliave received from the Livery of Lon- 
I beg leave to make my beſt acknowledgments 
the ſheriffs, who have ſhewn the utmoſt candour 
d impartiality during the election, accompanied 


day, 
 'Ton 
b 3 
3 5 
2 J | 


3 2 
6 28 


59 17 
8 1 
neid 
as n as friends to liberty, and frecholders of the 
unty of Middleſex ; declaring my intention of 
pearing as a candidate to repreſent you in par- 
ny nent, and ſtill hoping, by your means, to have 
ent honour of being a to ” in the Britith 
7 {WP ate. ; 

out Gentlemen of be 3 [ W it to 
iin the ſtrongeſt manner, to exert yourſelves to 


be il ſerve the peace and quiet of this great city.? 


this great metropolis. 


; whi 
of of 
the Fo tbe abort Liverymen of the City of London. 
er oft Gentlemen and Brother-Liverymen, 

ng 1! The honour done me by the nomination of the 
prihmon-hall, though ineffectual from the oppreſ- 


- 
ext day the following advertiſement appeared: | 


* 5 


ary oF means made uſe of during the poll, calls for 


the ſincereſt and warmeſt acknowledgments. I am 


ible that J had the hearts of many, who could 


the! give me their hands, but I truſt from the ſpi- 


h pf conduct of thoſe liverymen whoſe votes Were 


Wa 


tha dignity of character nn their ſtation 


„And now, gentlemen, permit me to addreſs 
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6 
engaged before my intention was known, that... 
-ſhall be honoured on any future occaſion with bot 
the heart and hand of every friend of _— nd 


our country. 
Jam, 


with the ſincereſt Cs 
-Gentlemen, 
your moſt obliged humble ſervant, 


Joan Wi1LK:s 


Wedneſday night, March 23. 


— 


—_— 


The following is Mr. Wilkes's Addreſs to fff" 


Freeholders, &c. of eb publiſhed fee 
ſucceeding day. ord 

but t 

To the Gentlemen, Clergy, and Freebolders of Wo 
3 County of Middleſex. il p 
Gentlemen, I. 
HAVING ever gloriouſly Aifinguiſhed 1 | 
ſelves as Engliſhmen, by preventing the encroaWddre 
ments of arbitrary power, deſpiſing miniſterial Miatie, 


fluence, and maintaining the rights and privileWites. 
of free-born ſubjects in a land of liberty, Ie, 
leave to offer myſelf a candidate to repreſent ¶loye. 
in the enſuing parliament, and to give you rs ſl: 
ſtrongeſt aſſurances that I ſhall, on this and echo 
other occaſion, exert that inflexible ſteadineſ loſe t 


mdaunted perſeverance, in the beſt cauſes, which 
[ traſt have hitherto recommended my conduct⸗ 
md wilt ever conſtitute the moſt eſſential part of 
ny character. | 


tha 
h bot 
LY al 


| 


I am, Gentlemen, 
with the trueſt efteem and regard, 
your moſt devoted, 
and moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
Wednefday night, March 23. Joan WiLKkEs. 


nt, 
1 | 

On Monday, March the 28th, the election came 
n at Brentford. Mr. Wilkes went privately thi- 
ther on the preceding evening, and at nine o'clock 
text morning appeared on the huſtings, which 
ere erected in the middle of a place called Brent- 
Word Butts. The ſheriffs came about ten o'clock, 
bit the other candidates, Sir William Beauchamp 
Proctor, and George Ccoke, Eſq; did not appear 
ll paſt one. 


The freeholders were frequently impaticnt; 8 cal- 
d peng out for the poll; and Mr. Wilkes as often 
croaqddreſſed himſelf to the public, requeſting their 
rial Watience. until the appearance of all the candi- 
vileWates. The poll books were opened at half paſt 
„Ire, from which time the books were fully em- 
nt WWloyed until near five o'clock, when the freehold- 
70u 
des 
els 


feeholders offering to m_ it was propoſed to 
ole the books at fix o'cl=cl:; at the ſame time the 
O 3, 
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— 
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| Ca) 
ſheriffs ſent to Mr. Cooke, at a houſe contiguous T᷑ 
for his concurrence; no anſwer being received; 
four other meſſages were ſent, one after another, 
without any anſwer, until paſt ſeven o'clock, 
when the. ſheriffs were informed Mr. Cooke wx 
gone for London. The ſheriffs then went round 
to every book, and finding no perſon polling, 
made a proclamation for freeholders to come and 

poll, or that the books would be cloſed. After Might 
waiting ſome time, and three ſeveral proclama- 
tions, without any freeholders appearing to pol, 
the books were ſealed up, when the ſheriffs adjour- 
ned until Tueſday morning at nine o'clock, to cal 
up the books, and make their return; when the 
numbers were, for 


Mr. Wilkes. 1292 F 
Mr. Cooke, 3 > 827 
Sir William Beauchamp Proctor, 807 


when the two former were declared duly elected. 


The croud was greater than ever known on the 
like occaſion, yet the whole poll was condudted 
with the greateſt regularity and order ; there wa 
not the leaft inſult or violence offered to any of 
the electors that polled for either party; and iti 
very remarkable, that, during the time of polling 
not one freeholder preſent was in the leaſt i intox. 
cated wich Mater. 


ne y. 
0 act 
vhic! 
an OC 
ne, 1 
enſe 
teſcri 
ating 
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ou, The town of Brentford was immediately illu- 


ved; ninated: and the people, on their return that 
nening to London, obliged the inhabitants of 


ondon and Weſtminſter to illuminate alſo. 

It being late in the evening, and moſt of the 
amilies retired to bed, ſeveral irregularities were 
ommitted by the mob, ſuch as breaking win- 
lows, &c. where candles were vot immediately 
ter lighted, particularly at the Earl of Bute's, the 
ma-{Wlanfion Houſe, &c. however, the next evening, 


50ll, ie 29th, there was a general illumination chrough- 


our-MWout London and Weſtminſter. 


ſhe following is Mr. Wilkes's addreſs of thanks 


on being elected and declared a member for 
the county of Middleſex. 


Fo the Gentlemen, Clergy, and F n * the 
County of Middleſex. 0 
Gentlemen, 


— 


d. MOST gratefully ſenſible of thoſe generous ard 


tie riotic principles which have induced you to elect 
ne your repreſentative in parliament, I intreat you 
o accept of my beſt endeavours to expreſs the joy 
which inſpires me on ſo intereſting, ſo affecting 


ne, indeed, confers on me an obligation, the due 

eaſe of which I too cordially feel to find words ta 

deſcribe. I cannot, however, forbear congratu- 

ang you, as the moſt diſtinguiſhed of Englih- 
O 4 


an occaſion. The perſonal regard you have ſnewn 
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men, on the honourable proof you have given, tha Hur 
the genuine ſpirit of independency, the true loe V, 
of our country (for which the county of Middle. with 


ſex has, for ages, been ſo eminently conſpicuou m 
mill glow in your breaſts with unremitting ardour, W's 
' Kill ſhine forth with undiminithed luſtre. Let tel vieſt 

ſons of venality bow the knee to the idol of ſord *” © 

intereſt. Let them call their yus1LLAnIiMITY pri- 610 
dence, while they ignominiouſly kiſs the rod af Ute! 
power, and tamely ſtoop to the yoke, which artful 
- . miniſters infidiouſly prepare, and arbitrarily in- 
poſe. You, Gentlemen, have ſhewn, that you 

are neither to be deceived nor enſlaved. T 

In proving yourſelves enemies to miniſterial 

. perſecution, the eyes of the whole kingdom, df 
the whole world are upon you, as the firſt and The 
frmeſt defenders of public liberty. Happy ſhall I ze 

think myſelf, if, fired by your example, the effort] v 

of my warmeſt zeal may be deemed an adequat i 2: 

return for the favours you have beſtowed on me;iMl - 

but however inefficient my abilities, my will u 7 

ſerve you is unbounded as it is unalterable. Engageiſſ feet, 

as I have long been, in the glorious cauſe of free-Myhic 
dom, I beg you to conſider my paſt conduct as an prin 


earneſt of the future, and to look on me as a man, S 
whoſe primary views wil ever regard the rights and 
privileges of his fellow-countrymen in general, and 
whoſe ſecondary views ſhall be attentively fixed on 
the dignity, advantage, and proſperity of tle 


{ 2or 
connty of Middleſex, Let me therefore deſire of 
you, gentlemen, to favour me from time to time, 
db. vith ſuch inſtructions as may beſt enable me to ac- 


compliſh thoſe ends; reſting aſſured of always find- 
ing me devoted to your ſervice, and that the hap- 
pieſt moments of my life will be thoſe in which I 
am employed in maintaining the civil and religi- 
gious rights of Engliſhmen, and in promoting the 
intereſts of my conſtituents. 


Jam, with the trueſt reſpect, 
Gentlemen, your obliged, 


and faithful humble ſervant, 
Tueſday, March 29. JohN WILEES. 


The following is a genuine Copy of Mr. Wilkes's Ler- 
ter to the Kitig, which was delivered by his Ser- 
want at the Queen's Palace on the * of March, 
1768, | 
- SIRE; 


I BEG thus to throw par at your Majeſty⸗ 8 
feet, and to ſupplicate that mercy and clemency 
which ſhine with ſuch luſtre, among your many 
princely virtues. 

Some former miniſters, om your Majeſty, in 
condeſcenſion to the wiſhes of your people, thought 
proper to remove, employed every wicked and de- 
ceitful art to oppreſs your ſubject, and to revenge 
their own perſonal cauſe on me, whom they 1 ima- 
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gined to be the principal author of bringing to the 
public view their ignorance, inſufficiency and trea- 
chery to your Majeſty and to the nation. 

J have been the innocent, but unhappy victim 
of their revenge. I was forced by their injuſtice 
and violence into an exile, which I have never 
ceaſed for ſeveral years to conſider as the moſt cruel 
oppreſſion; becauſe I no longer could be under the 
benign protection of your Rs in the land of 
liberty, 

With a heart full of zeal for the ſervice of your 
Majeſty, and my country, I implore, Sire, your 
| clemency. My only hopes of pardon are founded 
in the great goodneſs and benevolence of your 
Majeſly ; and every day of freedom you may be 
graciouily pleaſed to permit me the enjoyment. of 
in my dear native land, ſhall give proofs of my 
zeal and attachment to your ſervice. 

I am, Sire, | 
Your Majeſty's moſt obedient 
and dutiful ſubjeR, 
| „enn Wir ks. 


_— 4 768. 


— 


The 1 is a Crag of Mr. Wilkes's aner 7 
Thomas Nuthall, Eſq; Solicitor of the Treaſury. 


= B&Bs London, March 22, 1768. 
1 TAKE the liberty of acquainting you, that 
in the beginning of the AS term 1 ſhall pre- 


ſent” 
my! 
day 
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e ent myſelf to the Court of King's Bench. I pledge 
Iny honour as a gentleman, that on the very firſt 


* I will there make my perſonal appearance. 


m am, Sir, | 

de hien | Your moſt humble ſervant, | 
er Jokx Wirk ES. 
el 

je WF NOT 


of M7: conſequence of the promiſe contained FE the above 
Letter, Mr. Wilkes appeared before the Court of 


"m_— 
My Lords, 


made to the public, I now appear before this ſo- 


tung to the laws of my country. 
Two verdicts have been found againſt me. One 


i; for the re-publication of the North Briton, No. 


45, the other for the 5 of a ludicrous 


Ws. poem. 12 
$, Lie 
As to the re-publication of that nonbia of the 
North Briton, 1 cannot yet ſee that there is the 
th 


ſmalleſt degree of guilt. I have often read and 
eramined with care that famous paper. I know 
8. I that it is in every part founded on the ſtrong evi- 
at WW dence of facts. I find it full of duty and reſpe& 


e. the perſon of the king, althougli it arraigns in 


King's Bench, on the 20th of April 1768, the fit 
day of Term, and there delivered the fda f 


ACCORDING to the voluntary promiſe 1 


vereign court of juſtice, to ſubmit myſelf i in every 
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the ſevereſt manner the conduct of his Majeſty's 
then miniſters, and brings very heavy charges 
home to them. I am perſuaded they were well 
grounded, becauſe every one of thoſe miniſters has 
ſince been removed. No one inſtance of falſhood 
has yet been pointed out in that pretended libel, 
nor was the word fa//e in the information before 
this court. I am therefore perfectly eaſy under 
every imputation reſpecting a paper, in which truth 
has guided the pen of the writer, whoever he was, 
in every ſingle line, and it is this circumſtance 
which has drawn on me, as the ſuppoſed author, 
all the cruelties of miniſterial vengeance. 

As to the other charge againſt me for the publi- 
cation of a poem, which has given juſt offence, [ 
will aſſert that ſuch an idea never entered my mind, 
I bluſh again at the recollection that it has been at 
any time, and in any way, brought to the public 
eye, and drawn from the obſcurity in which it re- 
mained under my roof. Twelve copies of a ſmall 
part of it had been printed in my houſe at my own 
private preſs. I had carefully locked them up, 
and I never gave one to the moſt intimate friend, 
Government, after the affair of the North Briton, 
bribed one of my ſervants to rob me of the copy, 
which was produced in the houſe of peers, and al. 
terwards before this honourable court. Ihe na- 
tion was juſtly offended, but not with me, for it 
was evident that I had not been guilty of the leal 


([ 205 
offence to the public. I pray God to forgive, as 
I do, the jury, who have found me guilty of pub- 
lining a poem I concealed with care, and which 
js not even yet publiſhed, if any preciſe meaning 
can be affixed to any word in our language. 
But, my lords, neither of the two verdicts could 
have been found againſt me, if the records had not 
been materially altered without my conſent, and, 


as I am informed, contrary to law. On the even- 


ing only before the two trials, lord chief-juſtice 


Mansfield cauſed the records to be altered at his 


own houſe againſt the conſent of my ſolicitor, and 


without my knowledge; for a dangerous illneſs, 


ariſing from an affair of honour, detained me at 
that time abroad *. *, The alterations were of the 


# The fast reſpeAting the alteration of the record in the caſe 


of the North Briton is ſtated in the following manner in tþe 


Hiſtory of the Minority, page 265. © When this cauſe ſtood 


ready for trial, Francis Barlow of the crown-office received. di- 
rections from Mr, Wallace or Mr. Webb, to apply to a judge 
u get the information againſt Mr. Wilkes amended, by ſtrik- 


ing out the word © purport,” a and-inferting i in its ſtead, the word 
© renpy.”? Upon which Barlow applied to lord Mansfield, and 
obtained a ſummons to ſhew cauſe why it ſhould not be ſo a- 
mended; and Mr. Phillips, Mr. Wilkes's ſolicitor, attended 
lord Mansfield, at his houſe in Bloomſbury ſquare, on Mon- 
day the 20th of February 1764, (which was the day before 
Mr. Wilkes's trial) in conſequence of that ſummons. Lord 
Mansfield | aſked him, what objections he had to ſuch an a- 
amendments? he anſwered, that he could not - conſent : upon 
Which lord Mansfield faid, he did not aſſc his conſent, but 
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utmoſt importance, and I was in conſequence trie 
the very next day on two new charges, of which! 
could know nothing. I will venture to declare this 
proceeding unconſtitutional, . I am adviſed that it 
is illegal, and that it renders both the verdicts ab. 
ſolutely void. 
I have ſtood forch,.s my lords, in en of the 

| laws againſt the arbitrary acts of miniſters, This 
court of juſtice, in a ſolemn appeal reſpecting C- 
neral Warrants, ſhewed their fenſe of my condue, 
I ſhall continue to reverence the wiſe and mild ſyſ. 
tem of -Engliſh laws, and this excellent conſtitu- 
on. I have been much miſrepreſented; but under 
every ſpecies of perſecution, I will remain firm and 
friendly to the monarchy, dutiful and affectionate 
to the illuſtrious prince who wears the crown, and 
to the whole Brunſwick line. 
As to all nice, intricate points of law, I am ſen. 
ſible how narrow and circumſcribed my ideas are; 
but I have experienced the deep knowledge, and 
great abilities of my counſel. With them [I ret 
the legal part of my defence, ſubmitting every 
Point to the judgment of this honourable court, 
and to the laws of England.” 


wanted to know what were his objections; and aſked, if it w:s 
not uſual to amend informations, or to that effect. Then hav- 
ing read ſome precedents, out of a book which his lordſhip had 
in his hand, he made a written order to amend ** _ _— 
mation in 0 ! e t L841 15/36 
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When Mr. Wilkes had finiſhed his cpesck; Mr. 
Attorney-General moved for his immediate com- 
mitment on the outlawry. He was anſwered by 
Mr. Serjeant Glyn, Mr. Recorder of London, Mr. 
Mansfield, and Mr. Davenport, ſucceſſively, who 
all moved the court for a writ of error, which Mr. 
Attorney-General, on being applied to laſt Satur- 
day, had refuſed to grant. They ſpecined ſeveral 
particulars in which the proceſs or outlawry was 
erroneous, as ſufficient grounds for the motion, 
and offered to give any dan for Mr. Wilkes's ap- 
pearance. The court then proceeded to give their 
opinions ſeriatim. Lord Mansfield ſpoke long and 
forcibly. on the impropriety of the procedure on 
both ſides; obſerving that the Attorney-General 
could not, with the leaſt appearance of reaſon or 
law, move for the commitment of a perſon who 


was not legally in court ; nor had the council for 


the defendant any better plea for their motion in 
favour of a man who appeared gratis before them: 
he added, that had Mr. Wilkes been brought thi- 
ther by a writ: of Capias ut legatum, the motion 
might then have been made with propriety, and 
the court might then have exerted, had they pleaſ- 
ed, their diſcretionary power in accepting or re- 
fuſing his bail. His lordſhip further expreſſed him- 
ſelf very happy in having an opportunity of ex- 
plaining his ſentiments publickly, before. ſo large 
an audience, with regard to the charge brought 
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gl him by Mr. Wilkes, of granting an 1 
for the amendment in the information againft him, 
in ſubſtituting the word tenor inſtead of purperi; 


declaring. repeatedly, that he thought himſelf 


bound in duty to grant it; that he conceived 
it to be the uniform practice of all the judges to 
grant ſuch amendments; that he had himſelf 
frequently repeated the ſame practice in other 
cauſes, without the leaſt objection being ever of. 
fered againſt it. — of the judges agreed 
with the Chief Juſtice in opinion, that as Mr. 
Wilkes was not legally before the court, no pro- 
.ceedings could he had upon his caſe ; Mr. Juſtice 
Willes particularly remarking, 4 That the officers 
of the crown had no right to throw upon that court 
the buſineſs of .committing Mr. Wilkes upon his 
gratis appearance, out of the common courſe of 
law, when they might have brought him before it 
legally by a writ of Capias ut legatum, which it 
would have been very eaſy to execute, ſince he had 
-natorioufly appeared in public for ſeveral weeks 
2 ; and, in that caſe, the Attorney-General might 
have made his motion with Propriety. ws 


It ought not to paſs unnoticed, that Mr. Rey- 
nolds, Mr. Wilkes's ſolicitor, applied to the At- 
torney-General for his fat to obtain a writ of error 
againſt Mr. Wilkes's outlawry ; which Mr. Attor- 
ney at firſt promiſed to grant, but afterwards rv 
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Jer I faſed: upon what pretence, or bFKohat order, 
m, las not tranſpired. 

7; Weſtminſter-Hall, and all the places near it, 
«lf N vere very full of people of all ranks, who aſſem- 
ed bled in great crowds ; but behaved in a very peace- 
to able and orderly manner. Not the leaſt indeco- 
elf um, or inſult was offered to any; though an idle 


ring ſeveral of the preceding days, by the ſpies and 
other runners of the m- 
Ir. Mtumults would certainly happen. This report, 
o- ind that was all the reaſon that can be aſſigned, 


ice induced the magiſtrates of Middleſex, Weſtminſter, 


rs c. to order out all the conſtables. to patrole the 
art Mireets; and the miniſtry not chuſing to be be- 
is lind-hand in countenancing that falſe rumour, 
of M(though they, or their friends, were the firſt and 
mly inventors of it) directed the whole military 
force in and about London and Weſtminſter, to be 
n readineſs on that day. Two battalions of the 
wards were kept under arms in St. James's Park, 
athers were ready in St. George's Fields, and thoſe 
at St. James's, the Savoy, Tower, &c. had the 
proper orders in caſe they ſhould be wanted, with 
weral troops of horſe. And it has been aſſerted 
nat the men were furniſhed with ſixteen rounds of 
mmunition.— The complexion of the court, and 
e diſpoſition of the Favourite, are now ſo obvi- 
bus and well known, 'as to render any comment 
. p 


tale was artfully and induſtriouſſy propagated du- 


y, that great riots and. 
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| » 
vnneceſſary on this very — and mo# be 
alarming military preparation. qu 


On the 27th at noon, Mr. Wilkes ſent to the MI co 

ſheriff's officer, Mr. Hill, to defire him to come to on 
his lodgings and execute the Capias ut legatum, 
which had been iſſued: Mr. Hilt accordingly. at- 
tended and ſerved the capzas on Mr. Wilkes; ſoon. 
after Mr. Wilkes went with very reſpectable bail 
to the court of King's Bench, where the cauſe was 
long argued by the counfel. Writs of error were 
now, after a week's delay, admitted by the At- 
torney-General and ordered by the court. Mr, 
Wilkes's counſel inſiſted on his being admitted to 
bail; which they offered unexceptionable and to 
any amount. The court acknowledged that they 
had a diſcretionary power to admit him to bail, 
with the conſent of the proſecutor. Mr. Attorney- 
General as proſecuior for the crown, refuſed that 
conſent, and Mr. Wilkes was committed to the 
cuſtody of the Marſhal of the King's Bench priſon, 
Mr. Wilkes then followed the Marſhal into a pri- 
vate room, and from thence attended him and his 
two aſſiſtants to a Hackney coach to be conveyed 
to Priſon. The Rev, Mr. Horne only was permit- 
ted to go with Mr. Wilkes, - Soon after the coach 
drove off the people ran together, and on Weft- 
minfter-Bridpe took the horſes off, turned thei! 
coach round, and then drew it themſelves quite II chi 
through the city to the Fhree- Tuns in Spital- rdf 


"'{ $485 } 3 
fields. © Mr. Wilkes often deſired them to depart 
quietly, but in vain, and they forced out of the 
coach the Marſhal and his two affiftants, leaving 
only Mr. Horne with Mr. Wilkes: In their way 
through the city, they frequently aſked Mr. Wilkes 
where he choſe to go. He anfwered to the King's 
Bench priſon, where the laws of his country ſent 
him. Afterwards, at the requeſt of the Marfhal; 
he deſired them to ſtop at the Devil-Tavern, Tem- 
ple-Bar ; but they would not comply. As ſoon as 
Mr. Wilkes came to the Three-Tuns in Spital. 
fields, he again defired the people to diſperſe ; and 
as ſoon as he could, left the houſe privately, by a 
back way, diſguiſed, and came voluntarily, and 
ſurrendered himſelf to the priſon of the King's 
Bench. | | 


A Letter from Mr. Wilkes to bis Attorney. 
OO King's Bonch Priſon, Priday, April 29. 
SIR, < 
THE Writs of Error, in the caſe of my Ow#-law- 
„ being now allowed, I deſire you to examine 
carefully into the ſtate of the proceedings, in the 
on I brought five years ago, againſt Lord Ha- 
hfax, for having dared to iſſue a General Warrant. 
L think that action was ſuſpended ſolely by his 
brdſhip's plea, that I was ont-/awed. I hope to 

n 
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live to hear an Engliſh Jury, by a formal verdict, 
condemn a Secretary. of State, who violated the 
firſt right of this free nation, the perſonal liberty 
of our countrymen, in the moſt outrageous and 

illegal manner. I therefore beg you to Icſe no 
time in laying before my Counſel every thing pro- 
per for the proſecution of this public cauſe, which 
no conſideration ſhall make me decline or delay. 
I thank you, Sir, for the daily proofs you give 
me of activity and zeal in the courſe of this great 
buſineſs, and deſire you to believe me ever 


Your obliged humble ſervant, 


To Mr. Reynolds, JohN WiLkEs, 
Attorney at Law, Lime-ftreet, 


The follewing is an exact Copy of a Letter from the 
Electors of Ayleſbury to each of their Repreſentatives. 
SIR, 


FULLY perſuaded that the clemency of the beſt 
of princes will, if neceſſary, be at length exerted 


in favour of Mr. Wilkes, we hope, that, ſhould 


an attempt be made to deprive him of his feat in 
parliament, you will, from your connection with 
us, who are ſincere in our friendſhip for him, pre- 
fer lenity ; and, from your regard to the publick, 
juſtice to his conſtituents, before rigour and ſeve- 


% 


nit 


Ant 


3 og ce CST. | 
he tity; and uſe your utmoſt endeavours to prevent 
the ſucceſs of ſuch a meaſure, We are Sir, 

ad Ayleſeury, April zo. Your moſt humble ſervants, 


no Edward Terry, John Stephens, 

0- William Hickman | William Pugh, 

ch John Dell, Benjamin Bates, 

ö Dev. Dagnall, jun.] John Plomer, 

ve Richard Terry, Rod. Hobbes, 

at John Smith, Thomas Hill, 
Joſeph G. imes, John Hill, | 
Thomas Kirby, William Brooke, 
John Perkins, John Ruſſell, 

8. John Brett, Thomas Smith, 


Daniel Lathwell, 

4 John Turvey, | 

Francis Howſe, 

Henry Ruſſell, 
John Preſton, 
Robert Neale, 

John Burnham, 


E. Price, 

John Woodcock, 
HF. Stone, f 
Robert Patten, 
Robert Jemmet, 


Francis Neale, 
Hen. Sherife. 


tbe 


eſt Directed to John Durand, Eſq; and the ſame to 
ed MW Anthony Bacon, Eſq; | 

Id 

in 


th 4 Letter from Mr. Diderot 70 John Wilkes, Ei; 
re- 81 Paris, April 2, 1768. 
K, Received, with the greateſt pleaſure, the news 


e- of your election. I happened to be with the 
preſident , when your letter was delivered 


| | P z 
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to me: it was immediately read; and the whole 
company, which was very numerous, was over- 
joyed at your ſucceſs. Your ſocial virtues will, at 
all times, and in all places, render your memo- 
ry dear and precious to your friends; and the juſ- 
tice, which has been done you in ſo public and di- 
ſtingutſhed a manner, indemnifies you ſufficiently 
for the hardſhips of your exile. How pleaſing it 
is to reign in the hearts of men! you reign in thoſe 
of your fellow- citizens: you deſerve to reign in 
them : you have ſupported their rights ; and ge- 
nuine ſons of freedom, as they are, they have 
crowned with applauſe, the champion of their li- 
berties. | 
The uncommon unanimity with which the elec- 
tors voted in your favour, is an unconteſtable 
proof of their impartiality. The bribery, corrup- 
tion, and underhand arts, which are fo frequent 
in almoſt all elections, had no place in yours: the 
love of liberty fired every breaſt, and procured 
you the ſuffrage of the independent electors. And 
I doubt not but you might have been choſen for 
London itſelf, where the different intereſts ariſing 
from trade ſet ſo many ſecret ſprings in motion, had 
the electors been as free in Guildhall, as they are 
intereſted in their commerce : but intereſt, you 
' know, governs the world. 


Vour quiet and peaceable demeanor does: you i in- 
finite honour; and your generous and 3 


- 


are 
"Ou 


in- 
tis 


2) 


principles will render your name immortal. You 
quitted Paris, that agreeable retreat, where your 


amiable and gentleman-like behaviour hath gained 
you ſo many friends; and notwithſtanding all the 
amuſements which we endeavoured to procure for 


you, in order to render your ſtay the more agree- 


able, you overlooked all dangers, and flew to ſup- 
port the rights of your country. Coriolanus me- 
ditated the ruin of his; and under pretext of ſe- 
curing her liberties, propoſed ſhe ſhould receive 
the galling yoke of ſlavery, after having demoliſh- 
ed her walls. Actuated by a motive infinitely more 
noble, you go to yours in the character of a peace- 
maker; and, as a reward of all that you have ſuf- 
fered for her ſake, you aſk nothing but the power 
of being further ſerviceable to her. In the ſame 
inſtant London opens to you her gates, and the ci- 


tizens their hearts; but the greater part of the e- 


lectors, reſtrained or intimidated by the powerful 
influence of the other candidates, durſt not ven- 
ture to give you their votes. The independent 
and famous county of Middleſex, however, has 
indemnified you for the ſecret machinations of 
the one, and the baſe puſilanimity of the other. 
Europe will be ſurprized at your patriotiſm and 


your ſucceſs ; or rather Europe will admire the 


one, and rejoice at the other. I] am the firſt to 

felicitate you on the occaſion, and to join my con- 

gratulations to thoſe of all the friends of the hu- 
P 4 


"= 


— ns Gy F 5 
= = - hs 
, — 3 
2 = 2 a * o 2 * 3 * — 2 25 < 5 — > J 
"=O. = b — 3o og ear ine 
* COT 
- 9 = — 3 _ — — — 
— 5 d To \ 


* 
2 


_ 2 
ere 


—— — 
- — — 
* — 
yo 


(21605 
man race, which was certainly never intended to 
wear fetters. The auguſt ſenate of Great-Britain 
will ſtill count a Wilkes among its moſt illuſtrious 
members; and the liberty of your country will {ill 
find in you a generous defender of its rights and 
privileges. I have the honour to be, with the 


greateſt ſincerity, | 
| DipzRor. 


To the Gentlemen, Clergy, and F reeholders of the 
County of Middleſex, | 


Gentlemen, 
1 N ſapport of the liberties of this country againſt 
the arbitrary rule of miniſters, I was before 
committed to the Tower, and am now ſentenced to 
this Priſon. Steadineſs with, I hope, ſtrength of 
mind, do not however leave me; for the ſame con- 
ſolation follows me here, the conſciouſneſs of in- 
nocence, of having done my duty, and exerted all 
my poor abilities, not unſucceſsfully, for this na- 
tion. I can ſubmit even to far preater ſufferings 
with chearfulneſs, becauſe I ſee that my countrymen 
reap the happy fruits of my labours and cruel perſe- 
cutions, by the repeated deciſions of our ſovereign 
courts of juſtice in favour of Liberty. I therefore 
bear up with fortitude, and even glory that J 
am call'd to ſuffer in this cauſe, becauſe I continue 
to ſind the nobleſt reward, the applauſe of my native 
country, of this great, free, and ſpirited people. 
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to I chiefly: regret, Gentlemen, that this confine- 


in ment deprives me of the honour of thanking you 


us in perſon according to my promiſe, and at pre- 
ill ſent takes from me in a great degree the power of 


nd being uſeful to you. The will however to do eve- 
he WW ry ſervice to my conſtituents remains in it's full 
| force, and when my ſufferings have a period, the 
r. frft day I regain my liberty ſhall reſtore a life of 
zeal in the cauſe and intereſts of the county of 
Middleſex. | 


ruling paſſion will be the love of England and our 
free conſtitution, To thoſe objects I will make 
every ſacrifice. Under all the oppreſſions, which 
miniſterial rage and revenge can invent, my Ready 
purpoſe 1s to concert with you, and other true 
friends of this country, the moſt probable means of 
rooting out the remains of arbitrary power, and 
ſtar- chamber inquiſition, and of improving as well 
as ſecuring the generous plans of Freedom, which 
were the boaſt of our anceſtors, and I truſt will re- 
main the nobleſt inheritance of our poſterity, the 


e- © only genuine characteriſtic of Engliſhmen. _., 
n J have the honour to be, {Eb 
e with affection and regard, 

I | Gentlemen, 

e your obliged and faithful humble forvinesi | 


e King's-Bench Priſon, 
 Thuriday, May 5, 1768. 


In this priſon, in any ali in every place, my 


Joan Wilkes. 
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June 9. This morning at eight, Mr. Wilkes was 
Noe from the priſon of the King's-bench to the 
cõurt. The judges came about nine. It had been 
mentioned the laſt term, that a new argument was 
| deſired, and that new ground might be taken for 
the reverſal of the outlawry. At the opening of 
the court, Mr. Wilkes made a thort ſpeech, that 
he was perfectly ſatisfied with the ſtate of the ar- 
gument, as it was left by Mr. Serjeant Glynn, that 
he did not mean to quit the firm and ſolid ground 
on which it reſted, and was perſuaded, from the 
juſtice of the court, that his outlawry mutt be re- 
verſed. The attorney-general then in fupport of 
the outlawry entered upon a very long argument, 
to which no one of Mr. Wilkes's council replied, 
The judges afterwards delivered their opinions ve- 
ry fully, and were unanimous that the outlawry 
was illegal, and muſt be reverſed. Their lordſhips 
differed as to ſome reaſons, but all concurred it 
the reverſal, and the irregularity of the proceed- 
_ ings. 


Ihe attorney-general then demanded judgment 
on the two verdicts. Mr. Wilkes deſired to avail 
himſelf of ſeveral points in arreſt of judgment. He 
ſaid, that when he had the honour of appearing 
before that court on the 29th of April, he had it 
ted the caſe of the alteration of the records at lord 
| Mansfield's on houſe ; that his lordſhip had re- 
plied ; but that however his lordſhip had deliverei xh 


( eag ) 


only his own opinion; and the opinion of one 
judge, however diſtinguiſhed for great ability, was 
not the judgment of the court, which he defired, 


and ſubmitted to; and begged that his counſel 
night argue that, and ſome other points of im- 


partance. Several things were afterwards mention- 
ed by the attorney-general, and by Mr. Wilkes's 
counſel. At laft the court fixed the next Tueſday 


to debate, whether both verdicts ought not to be ſet 
aide on the objections as to the records having 


been altered, and that the informations were not | 


fled by the proper officer, but by the ſolicitor- ge- 


neral. | 
The right honourable the lord Mansfield made 
the following very long and elaborate ſpeech on 


the ſubject of Mr. Wilkes's outlawry, and in juſ- 


tiication of his own conduct, which had been the 


cauſe of much popular abuſe being thrown out a- 


gainſt his lordſhip. 


Lord Mansfield*s Speech in the Court of King Bench. 


I. HAVE now gone through the ſeveral errors aſ- 
ſigned by the defend imt, and which have been in- 
geniouſly arg ued, and confidently relied on, by his 
counſel at the bar: I have given my ſentiments 
upon them, and if upen the whole, after the clo- 


ſeſt attention to what has been ſaid, and with the 


frongeſt inclination in favour of the defendant, 
no arguments which have been urged, no caſes 
which have been cited, no reaſons that occur to 


1 ——— — bad — — 
+ < "4s 28 * LR. mn” - yu; 
- be ws * 4 a 


SANT. e 
— — mms 7 apins ace IND 
us 48 — * 


- 
x? 2 — 
— — — 


* 
* > 
h 
— * 8 , 
GRAMS 
r 


EE. 
me, are ſufficient to ſatisfy me in my conſcieneſ only 
and judgment, that this outlawry ſhould be re. tern 
verſed, I am bound to affirm it—and here let ne wiſh 
make a pauſe. that 

Many arguments have been angels, both in vhic 
and out of court, upon the conſequences of eſtab. ¶ anot 
liſhing this outlawry, either as they may affect the to p. 
defendant as an individual, or the publick in ge. fault 
neral ; as to the firſt, whatever they may be, the tat 
defendant has brought them upon himſelf; they lawe 
are inevitable conſequences of law ariſing from helf 
own act; if the penalty, to which he is therebj i non 

ſubjected, is more than a puniſhment adequate u poſ 

the crime he has committed, he ſhould not have there 
brought himſelf into this unfortunate predicament, 
by flying from the juſtice of his country; he thought 
proper to do ſo, and he muſt taſte the fruits of his 
own conduct, however bitter and unpalatable the 
may be; and although we may be heartily ſorry 
for-any perſon who has brought himſelf into this 
ſituation, it is not in our power, God forbid i 
ſhould ever be in our power, to deliver him from 
it; we can't prevent the judgment of the law by 
creating irregularity in the proceedings ; we can! 
prevent the conſequences of that judgment by par- 
doning the crime; if the defendant has any pre. 
tenſions to mercy, thofe pretenſions muſt be urged, 
and that power exerciſed in another place, where 
. conſtitution has wiſely and neceſſarily veſted 
: the crown will judge * itſelf ; it does not be- 
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long to us to interfere with puniſhment ; we have 
only to declare the law ; none of us had any con- 
cern in the proſecution of this buſineſs, nor any 
wiſhes upon the event of it; it was not our fault 
that the defendant was proſecuted for the libels u pon 
which he has been convicted; I took no ſhare in 
another place, in the meaſures which were taken 
to proſecute him for one of them ; it was not our 
fault that he was convicted; it was not our fault 
that he fled ; it was not our fault that he was out- 
lawed ; it was not our fault that he rendered him- 
ſelf up to juſtice; none of us revived the proſecu- 
tion againſt him, nor could any one of us ſtop that 
proſecution when it was revived; it is not our fault if 
there are not any errors upon the record, nor is it in 
our power to create any if there are none; we are 
bound by our oath and in our conſciences, to give 
ſuch a judgment as the law will warrant, and as 
our reaſon can approve ; ſuch a judgment as we 
muſt ſtand or fall by, in the opinion of the preſent 
imes, and of poſterity ; in doing it, therefore, we 
muſt have regard to our reputation as honeſt men, 
and men of ſkill and knowledge competent to the 
fations we hold; no conſiderations whatſoever 
ſhould miſlead us from this great object, to which 
we ever ought, and I truſt, ever ſhall direct our at- 
tention. But conſequences of a public nature, rea- 
ſons of ſtate, political ones, have been ſtrongly 
urged, (private anonymous letters ſent to me I ſhall 
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paſs over) open avowed: publications Which have 
been judicially noticed, and may therefore be men. 
tioned, have endeavoured to influence or intimi. 
date the court, and fo prevail upon us to triffe and 
Prevaricate with God, our conſciences, and the 
public: it has been intimated that conſequences 
of a frightful nature will flow from tlie effabliſ. 
ment of this outlawry ; it is ſaid the people exped 
the reverſal, that the temper of the times demand 
It, that the multitude will have it ſo, that the con- 
tinuation of the outlawry in full force will not be 
endured, that the execution of the Iaw upon the 
defendant will be refifted ; theſe are arguments 
which will not weigh a feather with me. If infur. 
rection and rebellion are to follow our determins- 
tion, we have not to anſwer for the conſequences, 
though we ſhould be the innocent caufe—we can 
only fay, fiat juſtitia ruat cœlum; we fhall dif: 
charge our duty without expectations of approba- 
tion, or the apprehenſions of cenfure ; if we are 
fubjected to the latter unjuſtly, we muft ſubmit o 
it; we can't prevent it; we will take care not to 
| deſerve it. He muſt be a weak man indeed who 
can be ſtaggered by fach a conſideration. 

The mifapprehenſion, or the miſrepreſentation 
of the ignorant or the wicked, the mendax infamia, 
which is the conſequence of both, are equally 1 in- 
different to, unworthy the attention of, and inca - 
pable of making any impreſſion on men of firm 
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refs and intrepidity.— Thoſe who imagine judges 
xe capable of being influenced by ſuck unworthy, 
indirect means, moſt groſsly deceive themſelves ; 
and for my own part, I truſt that my temper, and 
the colour and conduct of my life, have cloathed 

ne with a ſuit of armour to ſhield me from ſuch 

arrows. If J have ever ſupported the king's mea- 

ſures, if I have ever aforded any affiftance to go- 
rernment ; if I have diſcharged my duty as a pub- 
lick or private character, by endeavouring to pre- 
ſerve pure and perfect the principles of the conſti- 
tution, maintain unſullied the honour of the courts 
f juſtice, and, by an upright adminiſtration of, 

to give a due effect to, the laws, I have hitherto 
done it without any other gift or reward than that 
moſt pleaſing and moſt honourable one, the con- 
cientious conviction of doing what was right, F 


Jo not affect to ſcorn the opinion of mankind; I 


wiſh earneftly for popularity, I will ſeek and will 
aye popularity; but I will tell you how I will 
brain it; I. will have that popularity which fol- 


Wows, and not that which is run after. It's not the 


applauſe of a day, it's not the huzzas of thou- 


Winds, that can give a moment's ſatisfaction to a 


attonal being; that man's mind muſt indeed be a 
weak one, and his ambition of a moft depraved 
ſort, who can be captivated by ſach wretched al- 
urements, or fatrsfied with ſuch momentary gra- 
tications, 1 ſay with the Roman orator, and can 


Fs) 
ſay it with as much truth as he did, „Ego hac ani. 
mo ſemper fi, ut invidiam wvirtute partam, glorian 
non infumiam, putarem but the threats have been 
carried further, perſonal violence has been de- 
nounced, unleſs publick humour be complied with; MW J. 
I do not fear ſuch threats, I don't believe there is Nas 
any reaſon to fear them: it's not the genius of The 
the. worſt of men in the worſt of times to proceed the! 
to ſuch ſhocking extremities ; but if ſuch an event 
ſhould happen, let it be ſo, even ſuch an event 
might be productive of wholeſome effects; ſuch a 
ſtroke might rouſe the better part of the nation 
from their lethargic condition to a ſtate of activity, 
to aſſert and execute the law, and puniſh the da- 
ring and impious hands which had violated it; 
and thoſe who now ſupinely behold the danger 
which threatens all liberty, from the moſt aban- 
doned licentiouſneſs, might, by ſuch an event, be 
awakened to a ſenſe of their ſituation, as drunken 
men are ſometimes ſtunn'd into ſobriety. If the 
ſecurity of our perſons and our property, of all ye 
hold dear and valuable, are to depend upon the 
caprice of 2 giddy multitude, or be at the diſpoſal 
of a giddy mob; if, in compliance with the hu- 
mours, and to appeaſe the clamours of thoſe, all 
civil and political inſtitutions are to be diſregarded 
or overthrown, a life ſomewhat more than ſixty i 
not worth preſerving at ſuch a price, and he can 
never die too ſoon, who lays down his life in ſup- 
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port and vindication, of the policy, the govern- 
ment and the conſtitution of his country,” * | 


June 14. This morning at eight, Mr. Wilkes 
was again brought up to the court of King's-bench. 
The court ſat about nine. Mr. ſerjeant Glynn, 


the recorder of London, Mr. Mansfield, and Mr. 
Davenport, argued very largely on the two points, 
the fling of the information by the ſolicitor, not 
the attorney-general, and the alteration of the re- 
ords at lord Mansfield's houſe the evening before 


he one was in arreſt of judgment, the other was 
for a new trial. The attorney-general, fir Flet- 
her Norton, and Mr. T hurlow, made long ſpeech- 
s in reply, which were anſwered by Mr. ſerjeant 


lynn. Then the court proceeded to deliver their 


pinions, and overruled both the objections. Mr. 

engant Glynn next took notice, that as a writ 

error was intended to be brought before a high- 

r court of juſtice, before the houſe of. lords, he 

cred that the caſe of the alteration of the records 
FO UE IK 


Query 1. Is not this Speech rather a paneoyrick on the Speaker 

nſelf, than a diſcourſe on the reverſal of Mr. Wilkes's Out- 
ry 4 

2. Would it not have been more proper for the ESTABL 18 
6 than the RE VERSAIL of the Outlavury? 

3 Was it not ſtudied ⁊uben the former wvas intended? 


* 


the trials, without the knowledge of Mr. Wilkes. 


—— 


iff 
. 
! 
* 
| 
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under ſuch peculiar circumſtances might be Rated I U 
on the back of the record, to be tranſmitted to the i 
lords, otherwiſe that important point could not i pr 
come before the houſe, This was — refu- ¶ da 
ſed by the court. T ['t 
Lord Mansfield then made his report of the two i iv 
trials. The attorney-general, fir F letcher Norton, Wpou 
and Mr. Thurlow, ſpoke in aggravation of both N pou 
offences, and Mr, ſerjeant Glynn anſwered their MW A 
arguments. After this, Mr. Wilkes defired that Nero 
judgment might be paſſed upon him. The coutt Mite 
declared, that they could not then paſs judgment, 
but would conſider it among themſelves ; and up- 
on Mr. Wilkes's again preſſing for a very early 
day, promiſed that there ſhould be no delay. 
Mr. Wilkes again offered bail, which was re. 
fuſed by the court. They continued fitting till 
near ſix. 
June 18. This morning about eight Mr. Wilkes 
was brought up to the court of King's-bench. Lore 
Mansfield, and the other three judges took theilt 
ſeats before nine. Mr. juſtice Yates harangued o 
the two offences; but took no notice of M ber 
Kearſly's affidavit, ſetting forth, that the letter 4 / 
produced on the trial of the Effay on Woman, by For 
which Mr. Wilkes was convicted, were taken ut a 
Mr. Kearſly by force under the authority of an i 
legal General Warrant, Nor did Mr. juſtice Yate 
dwell on the Part of the poem; but only 0 
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the nature and tendency of ir. He then paſted the 
following ſentence :>— That Mr. Wilkes be im- 
priſoned twenty-two. calendar months from this 
day: that he pay a fine of one thouſand pounds; 
and give ſecurity for his future good behaviour for 
ſeven years; hitnſelf in a bond for one thouſand 
pounds, and two ſureties in bonds of five hundred 
pounds each. 

Mr. Wilkes himſelf then na for a writ of 
error to the houſe of lords; and faid, that from 
the wiſdom and juſtice of that court he hoped 
that the alteration of the records by lord chief juſ- 
tice Mansfield at his own houſe might be put in 
ich a form as to come by way of appeal before the 
louſe of lords. Lord Mansfield replied, that they 
re · ¶ould not alter the Zaw. Mr. Wilkes repeated his 
rqueſt, that ſo important a point might be brought 
before a ſuperior court, and received the ſame an- 
wr from lord Mansfield, that they could not alter 
ne L-A-W. : 

A CHARACTER. 
«On ab" OTHER fide up roſe 

Drall; 
A fairer perfon loft-not heav'n ; he bed 
n, kor dignity oompos'd and high exploit: 

i But all was raLsE und hol Low; tho? his tongue 
Dropt Manna, and could make thew WORSE n 
N eee reaſon.” _ | 
nly of Milian, Book. —— &. 
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Mr. Wilkes! is determined to bring the affair of 


the Alteration of the Records before the grand Con- ha 
mittee for Grievances 1 in the houſe of commons. fir 


The following i is Mr. Willes's Addreſs to his Cons 0 
ſtituents on the ſame Day. | fy 


mii 

75 0 the Gentlemen, Clergy, and Freeholders of the not 
County of un | as | 

Gentlemen, | ture 


AF TER every kind of ee from the nr 
155 of miniſterial power, and every hour of de- 
lay, which could be gained by the chicane of lay, 
I find myſelf at laſt happy, even under this day's 
ſevere ſentence, that by the unanimous determi- 
nation of all the judges of the court of King“ 
Bench I am reſtored to my birth-right, to the no 
ble liberties and privileges of an Engliſhman. The 
out-lawry, which is now reverſed, has appearet 
clearly to be an act of equal injuſtice and eruelt) nent, 
from the very beginning erroneous and illegal. I. 
the whole progreſs of miniſterial vengeance again! 
me for ſeveral years I have ſhewn to the convic 
tion of all mankind, that my enemies have tran... 
pied on the laws, and been actuated by the {pin 
of tyranny and arbitrary power. The general warſih;,, ol 
rant, under which I was firſt apprehended, hi wal! 

been adjudged illegal. The ſeixure of. my pap 
was condemned judicially. The out-lawwry, ſo lanſſſad in 
| the pie, of virulent able, 4s. 5 declared gu 2 
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have been contrary to law; and on the ground 


of 


T firſt taken 'by my learned counſel, Mr. Serjeant 
Glynn, is formally reverſed. It ftill remains in 
this public cauſe, that the juſtice of the nation 

n 


would have place againſt the firſt and great cri- 
minal, the late ſecretary of ſtate, Lord Halifax, 
not ſo much for the puniſhment he has merited, 
as for the example of terror to any preſent or fu- 
ture miniſter, who might otherwiſe be tempted to 
invade the ſacred liberties of our country. I pledge 
myſelf to you, that my ſtrongeſt efforts ſhall be 
exerted to carry this through with a ſpirit and 
frmneſs becoming an affair of national conſequence, 
yet without the ſmalleſt degree of private rancour 
or malice, which neither my long and hard im- 
priſonment, nor the paſt provocations, ſhall make 
me harbour againſt any man. 

At the end of this tedious and harſh ents. 
nent, I hope, gentlemen, to paſs the reſt of my 
life a freeman among you, my freeborn country- 
men ; and give me leave to declare, that on every 
mergency, whenever the rights of the people are 
attacked, I ſhall be ready to ſtand forward, and 
Ok all for what is neareſt to my heart, the free- 
om of England. In this glorious cauſe we are 
ally engaged. We have only one common in- 
reſt, that of our country, its laws and liberties, 
(din conſequence the preſervation of our ſove- 
ign and the Brunſwic line. Theſe objects we 

| I 


„ 
will ſteadily purſue, and freedom ſhall not periſh 
among us. neither by the treachery and corrupti- 
on of miniſters, nor by the fate of arms, while We 
remain men and Engliſhmen, * 

T obſerve, gentlemen, in the ſpeech of 5 wh 
commiſſioners at the opening of this parliament, 
that zo matters of general buſineſs are to come on this 
ſeſſion. Before the winter I beg to be honoured 
with your commands for the next ſeſſion on any 
points of importance, which you may judge pro- K 
per to be ſubmitted to the great council of the na- 
tion, either reſpecting the kingdom in general, or 
our county in particular. In all our common con- 
cerns I entreat for myſelf your candour and in- 4 
dulgence, of which I feel that I fland in great 
need. My, views however will be approved by you, 
for they ſhall be public ſpirited, and in no jnflanc 
_ ſelfiſh or partial. I would not for a moment lic 
under the ſuſpicion of a mean, private, intereſte 

plan of conduct, or perſonal ambition. I am de 

_ termined to remain entirely independent, unc 
| rupted, even unbiaſſed in an improper manne: 
and never to accept from the crown either place 
penſion, gratuity, or emolument of any kind. 
Will live and die in your ſervice, a private g 
man, perfectly free, under no controul — 
laws, under no influence but yours, and I hope, b The 
= your favour and kindneſs, one of the repreſents tion 
tives in parliament for the county of Middle er 


t 
t 
0 
* 
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h On haſh terms only I expect through life the con- 
i- MW tinuance of your ſupport, as well as the favourable 
xe WY opinion of you, and all other gagd men, the friends 
of 1 and of my country. | f 


ds p I am, with gratitude and en. 


* | 5 4, Gentlemen; 

his Ml 885 Vour faithful, 
red and obedient humble ſervant, 
- King” s Bench Priſon, E Jens wWirxns. 
na- Saturday, June 18, 1768. | 
«ll. | — — 

on. June 20. Fhe court of Common-pleas was mov- 


ed, that as Mr. Wilkes's outlawry was now re- 
verſed, he might be at liberty to withdraw his de- 
murrer to lord Halifax's plet and reply; but the 
court were of opinion, that it was proper to give a 
e Terms notice of this motion, and Mr. Wilkes's 
attorney has given notice accordingly. This fame 
day, ſoon after Mr. ſerjeant Glynn avent aut of 
court, Mr. ſerjeant Nares moved for an attachment 
againſt the printer of a daily paper, for publiſhing 
Mr. Wilkes's addreſs to the gentlemen, clergy, and 
freeholders of the county of Middleſex, as he ap- 
prehended the ſame fended to inflame the jury of the 
county before whom the cauſe was to be tried. 

The court aſked him ; whether he made that mo- 
tion on behalf of the Attorney-General ? which he 
errings the addreſs was read, and. the court de- 


Q4 
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clared, that they did not ſee any thing juth de. 
ſerving cenfure, and-refuſed the attachment. 


—— 


AMONG the many cruel and oppreſſive mez- 
ſures of this adminiſtration againſt Mr. Wilkes, 
the following ought to be noticed. When Mr. 
Wilkes dined with his friends, on the 10th of A. 
pril laſt, at- the King's-arms tavern, in Cornhill, 
he was ſerved, in the midit of them, by an agent 
of the ſecretary of the treaſury, with an exchequer 
writ and bill of diſcovery, upon information, con- 
fiſting of many ſheets of paper,' in order to diſco- 
ver and ſeize all his effects under the 'out/azvry, as 


being forfeited to the crown, although the avrits 


of error in the caſe of the outlawry had been aCtual- 
ly allowed. The eutlawry has ſince been declared 
illegal from the beginning. Quere, if the Treaſury 
had ſucceeded in their attempt of ſeizing the effects 
of Mr. Wilkes, under that legal outlawry, would 
it not have Song a downright —_— 5 
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The following is the warrant of Mr. Wilkes's 
commitment to the King's-bench-priſon, on the 
27th of April, 1768. 


Wedneſday next, after three els from 
the feaſt day of Eafter, in the eighth 
year of King George the Third. | 


Middleſex, they THE defendant being brought 

King againſt | here into court in cuſtody of the 
John Wilkes, ( ſheriff of the county of Middle- 

"Eſquire. tex, by virtue of a writ of Ca- 
pias Utlegatum, it is ordered, upon the motion of 
Mr. Attorney General, that he, the ſaid defen- 
dant, be now committed to the cuſtody of the . 
Marſhal of the Marſhalſea of this court, to be by 
him kept in ſafe cuſtody, until he ſhall be from 
thence diſcharged by due courſe of law ; and the 
ſaid defendant, now here 1 in court, producing a 
writ of error, and praying Oyer of the Record, It 
is ordered by this court, that the ſaid writ of error 
be allowed, _ 

On the motion of By the Court. | 
Mr. Attorney-General. 


— 


The concluſion of one of Mr. Serjeant Glynn's 
ſpeeches, relative to the alteration of the records. 
My lords, | 

I have now done with my client and his cauſe ; 
your lordſhips will determine . to your 
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wiſdom. But here let me intreat you for the fake 
of the ſafety of every ſubject of this nation, that 
your lordſhip will pleaſe to fix ſame. limits to the 
diſcretionary power of altering records; that we 
may know for the future when we can. be certain 
of the cauſe we are to plead ; and that the ſubject 
may not be hable to ruin at the —_ of a 
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8 a Middlefex, 
In the KING's BENCH THE KING 


JOHN WILKES, Eſq; 


PRANCIS BARLOW, of the Crown. -office, 
in the Temple, and William Hughes, of the 
ſame place, ſeverally make oath ; and the firſt de- 
| ponent Barlow for himſelf faith, that on the eigh- 
teenth day of February laſt, he received directions 
from Mr. Wallace or Mr. Webb, to apply to a 
| Judge to get the information againſt the defendant 
amended, by ſtriking out the word PURPORT 
and inferting in its ſtead the word TENOR, that 
he this deponent did accordingly apply to the Right 
Hon. Lord Mansfield, and obtained a ſummons to 
|  ſhew cauſe why it hould not be amended ; a copy 
whereof is hereunto annexed : And this deponent, 
immediately after he had obtained the ſame, ſent 
wo copies thereof, viz. one zo the other deponent 
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Hughes, who was clerk in court for the defendant, 
and the other copy to Mr, Philips, ſolicitor for the 
ſaid defendant ; and this deponent was informed, 
and does believe, that ſuch eopies were left that 
night at their reſpective houſes ; and this deponent 


Barlow further ſays, that in- conſequence thereof, 


he this deponent, on Monday the twentieth day 
of the ſame month of February in the morning, 
attended Lord Mansfield at his houſe, and there 
met the other deponents, Hughes, and Philips; 
and this deponent remembers, that Lord Mansfield 
aſked them what objections they had to ſuch amend- 
ment, and that they or one of them made anſwer, 
that they eould not conſent; and this deponent 
remembers, that Lord Mansfield ſaid he did not 
aſk them their conſent, but wanted to know what 
their objections were, and aſked them if it was 
not uſual or the common practice to amend infor- 
mations, or to that or the like effect, and that Lord 
Mansfield mentioned or read from a book or manu- 
ſcript, which his lordſhip had in his hand. ſeveral 
caſes of amendments ; and that afterwards his 
lordſhip made an order to amend the information 
in this cauſe, a copy of which order is hereunto 
annexed ; and this deponent, Hughes, for him- 


| ſelf faith, that he remembers to have been ſerved 
with a copy of ſuch ſummons, and that he attend- 


ed Lord Mansfield when, ſuch order was made as 


above ſet forth; and accordingly, to the beſt of 
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| TR remembrance and belief, what is above depotd 2 

by the other deponent Barlow is true. 

Sworn. by the deponent 5 e : 
Francis Bartow, the 22d Francis BARLOW. 5 
of January, 1765, at . p 
my Chambers in Ser- NWIITIAu Hucues, i 


| | Jeant 5-inn, 
1 me, E. Wir nor. 


Sworn by the deponent William 

Hughes, in the King's-bench 
Treaſury-chamber, Weſtminſter- ( 
hall, the 23dday of January, 1765. 


E. WILMOT. 
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Middleſex,” Let the defendant's clerk in 


The King 
againſt 
John Wilkes, Eſq; 
On an information for 
publiſhing a Libel, 
intitled the North 
„ 


% 


court, agent, attorney, or 
ſolicitor, attend me at 
my houſe in Bloomſbury- 
ſquare, on Monday, the 
2oth day of February, in- 
ſtant, at eight o'clock in 


the morning, to ſhew 
.cauſe why the informa- 


tion in this cauſe ſhould 


not be amended by ſtrik- 


ing out the word PUR- 
PORT” in the ſeveral 
places where it is men- 
tioned in the ſaid anfor- 
mation (except in the firſt 
place) and inſerting in- 
ſtead thereof, the word 

n 


Dated this 18th day of February, 1764. 


MANSFIELD. 
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| Middleſex, J Upon hearing the clerks in 
| The King court on both fides, I do 
againſt order that the informa- 


John Wilkes, Eſq; tion in this cauſe be a- 
On an information for : mended, by ſtriking out 
publiſhing a Libel, | the word . PURPORT” 
intitled the North] in the ſeveral places where 
Briton. it is mentioned in the ſaid 

| information (except in 
the firſt place) and by in- 
ſerting inſtead thereof, 
the word © TENOR.” 
Dated this 2oth day of February, 1764. 
_ MANSFIELD. 

The fame alteration was made in the cauſe re- 
ſpecting the F/ay on Woman. This alteration ſeems 
tr{fling in appearance, but is in reality of the ut- 
moſt importance. It totally changed the nature of 
the defence. If the word puRPoRT had remained, 
upon which Mr. Wilkes's council were prepared 
to argue, ſcarcely any two men could have been 
found, who would have agreed in a verdict finding 


him guilty to the yURPORT, or effect charged in 


the information; but by the alteration to the word 
TENOR, the PURPORT was not in queſtion ; and 
the defence was changed into a critical compariſon 
of the words, letters, and figures in the papers 
; publiſhed with thoſe in the information filed, for 

which no time was allowed. The cauſes were tried 
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hs very next morning, ſo that Mr. Wilkes's coun- 
cil were deprived of making the defence, for which 
they were prepared, and forced upon a defence, 


which they had neither time to conſider, nor rea- 


ſon to apprehend. Mr. Wilkes himſelf was at 
that time in another kingdom, very dangerouſly 
ill. 


—— — 


The public are here furniſhed with a new affi- 
davit. It was made by Mr. Kearſly two days be- 
fore Mr. Wilkes received ſentence, and clearly de- 
monſtrates, that if the General Warrant had not 
iſſued contrary to law, ſcarcely any evidence could 
have been had againſt Mr. Wilkes relative to the 
Efay on Woman ; for all his letters to Mr. Kearſly, 
which were almoſt the only evidence inſiſted upon, 
were ſeized by virtue of that illegal power exerciſed 
by lord Halifax, then ſecretary of ſtate. Mr. Wilkes 
therefore is now actually to ſuffer a year's impriſon- 
ment, and to pay a fine of 5o0l. becauſe a late in- 
famous adminiſtration iſſued a General Warrant 


againſt the law of the land, and then corrupted 2 


ſerrant to rob his maſter. 
In the King's Bench. 
The KING againff JOHN WILKEsS, Ei, 
On an informaticm for publiſhing the Eſſay on Woman. 
GEORGE KEARSLY, of Ludgate-ſtreet, 


London, bookſeller, maketh oath and faith, that 
| 27 | 


| ( 240 
all the letters from John Wilkes, Eſq; the defen- 
dant, directed to the deponent, and which were 


produced at the trial of the cauſe, were taken from 


out of this deponent's bureau in his -dwelling- 
. houſe, and from off his files, by virtue of a Gene- 
ral Warrant from one of his Majeſty's ſecretaries 
of ſtate, for apprehending and ſeizing the authors, 
printers, and publiſhers, of a ſeditious and trea- 
ſonable paper,. entitled the North Briton, No. 45, 
together with their papers, and thereby and not 
otherwiſe carried to his Majeſty's ſecretaries of 
ſtate, as the Warrant directed, and the deponent 
verily believes was accordingly obeyed. | 

SEO. KEARSLV. 
Sworn in Court the 

16th day of June, 1768. 
By the Court. | | | 

The like affidavit was made at the ſame time in 
the cauſe of the North Briten, Number 45. 


bears any relation to his public conduct; in pur— 
ſuance of this maxim, invariably, followed by him- 
ſelf, he will forgive one of his friends the laying be- 
fore the public, even before the. Houſe meets, the in- 
cloſed important Affidavit. It relates to the infamous 
manner in which the adminiſtration, in 1763, the 
tools and ſucceſſars of the accurſed Scot, when in a 
panic the. reins dropped out of his hands, obtained 
the copy of part of the Efay on Woman, and likewiſe 
the evidence g:ven, both at the bar of the Houſe of 


s it is a fixed principle with Mr. Wilkes to 
} ſubmit to the public every circumſtance which | 


in 


* 
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Lords, and in the King's Bench. That admini- 
tration appear to have had no ſcruples about a 
robbery of the ſubject in any way, either by force 
under a General Warrant, or by traud in corrupting 
a domeſtic, atterwards receiving themſelves, and 
turning to their own profit, the goods another had 
jtolen. The firſt was executed by the Under-Secre- 
tary of State, by the Solicitor of the Treaſury (whoſe 
houſe this Affidavit proves te be a den of thieves) 
and the King's Meſſengers in perſon ; the other by 
tie money of the Treaſury, diſtributed by their own 
Solicitor, and the oldeſt of the King's Meſſengers, 
the moſt hackneyed in the ways of corruption. When 
this black tranſaction was told in France, there was 
not an Engliſhman at Paris, who did not bluſh for 
the honour of his country, except at the H:tel de 
Brancas. Every thing there at that time, which was 
paſt ſixteen, was likewiſe paſt bluſhing. 

The whole truth will certainly, at laſt, be brought 
to light, This Affidavit, and Farmer's Plain Truth, 
publiſhed in 1763, will go a great way; but Cur- 
ry ſeems cautious of revealing ſume circumitan- 
ces at the beginning of the affar, and perhaps 
may fear he ſhould run great riſks in telling how he 
cime by that copy, which at laſt he gave Faden. He 
may dread the conſequences to himſelf of ſo ample a 
confeſſion oz 0a! ; but it is hoped the whole of this 
wicked miniſterial ſcene will be examined into by the 
Grand Committee of Grievances in the enſuing ſeſſion, 
and the living evidence of the ſeveral facts be pro- 


duced. As the Houſe of Commons are choſen by the 


people to be the Grand Ingueſt of the Nation, it is 
thought Mr. Wilkes ought to conſider it as his 
duty to make the appeal to them. It ſeems as ſtrict- 
ly in the buſineſs, for which a Grand Committee 0 
Grievances are appointed every ſeſſion, as the other 


affair of the Alteration of the Records in a criminal 


cauſe by a Judge in his own houſe, falls within the 
province and jurifdiction of the Grand Committee of 


_ Courts of Fuſtice. 


Ae Engliſh Ambaſſador, Lord Iler ard, then lodged there. 
R 2 


( 242) 
This Afidavit tells us how a ſmall part of the 
public money has been beſtowed on one miniſterial 
agent. Hereaſter we ſhall have the account of a 
good many thouſand pounds; for a great perſonage 
complained, in February laſt, that Wilkes had coſt 
niet; two thouſand guincas, which may, poflibly, 
under ſome general head of expence, be begged 
of the preſent Houle of Commons, and carefully kept 
out of the infinite debts of the civil liſt, when they 
are laid before parliament. 
In our times, no man has ſuffered ſuch baſe and 

_ cruel wrongsas Mr. Wilkes, only for a ſpirited op- 
poſition to a deſpotic miniſter ; againſt no man have 
ſuch mean, treacherous and diſhonourable methods 
been purſued; every party and faction has in their 
turns oppreſſed him, which is the ſtrongeſt proof 
that he is of no party or faction; and it may be 
added, to his glory, that his country has ſeen and 
acknowledged his ſervices, thatthe people have been 
his buckler and ſhield, that the nation have a full 
confidence in his ſpirit and firmneſs, to ſtem the tor- 
rent of arbitrary proceedings, and to oppoſe all il- 
legal precedents of power; that they have given him 
the moſt endearing marks of eſteem and gratitude, 
and that, while alive, thoſe honours have been la- 
viſhed on his name, which envy rarely ſuffers to be 
paid but by poſterity, and only to the lovers of their 
- country, and the guardians ot public Liberty. 


AFFIDAVIT. 


MICHAEL CURRY, of St. Peter's Maneroft | 


in the city of Norwich, printer, maketh oath and 
{aith, that in the month of May one thouſand ſe- 
ven hundred and ſixty-three, he was hired by John 
Wilkes, Eſq; of Great George-ſtreet, Weſtminſter, 
at the rate of 25s. per week; that he lived in 
the houſe cf the ſaid Mr. Wilkes, was boarded and 
regularly lodged there; that he was employed. by 
the ſaid Mr. Wilkes, in ſeveral things about his pri- 
vate preſs : that the ſaid Mr, Wilkes employed this 


6243) 
deponent to compoſe and print part of a poem, en- 
titled, An Eſſay on Woman ; that the ſaid Mr. Wilkes 
gave this deponent the ſtricteſt charge to keep it ſe- 
cret, and to ſuffer no perſon whatever to ſee the ſaid 
poem; that the ſaid Mr. Wilkes ordered this depo- 
nent to work off only twelve copies, which were all to 
be delivered, and were actually given to the faid Mr. 
Wilkes himſelf, but that, without the knowledge of 
the ſaid Mr. Wilkes, this deponent worked off ano- 


ther copy for himſelf ; that from the careleſſneſs of | 


this deponent four pages only of the ſaid poem came 
into the hands of one Jennings, who likewiſe worked 
at the ſaid Mr. Wilkes's ; that by the means of this 
Jennings it was ſhewn to Mr. Farmer, Mr. Faden, 
and the Rev. Mr. Kidgell ; that the firſt application 


made to this deponent was by Farmer, who came, as 


he pretended, on his own —— to ſee the reſt of 
the poem called A» Efſay on Woman, having ſeen 
ſome part of it in the hands of Jennings, which Jen- 
nings, he ſaid, told him he had from the houſe of 
the ſaid Mr. Wilkes; that this deponent would not 
then ſhew Farmer any thing ; that a few nights after 


Farmer called again on this deponent; that they re- 


tired to St. John's Gate coffee-houſe ; that Farmer 
repeated he had ſome parts irn black; that this de- 
ponent then ſaid to Farmer, that no poetry had been 
done in black at the ſaid Mr. Wilkes's, and there. 


fore Jennings muſt have come by theſe verſes at ſome 


other houſe, the parts of the EjJay on Woman being in 
red, which this deponent ſaid to evade, although 
the proofs were in black; that Farmer told this de- 
ponent he wanted it to oblige a Roman Catholic 


gentleman, and that he would give two guineas, or 
any thing, to get it, that he actually laid down two 
guineas, which this deponent refuſed, and told Far- 


mer that he was not upon an honeſt deſign ; that he 
could not conceive for what reaſon a Roman Catho- 
lic gentleman, particularly, ſhould offer two guineas, 
or any ſum, for what Farmer muſt know was not from 


the quantity worth ſix- pence; that thisdeponent then 


paid for the pint of beer before him, telling Farmer 


( 244 ) 


that if be would call the Sunday morning following, 
this deponent would ſpeak to the purpoſe, and then 
quitted the houſe ; that this deponent then diſcover- 
ed the affair to a friend, and when Farmer came to 
this deponent on the Sunday, this deponent told him 
that he had deſtroyed the copy, and that he hoped 
that would end any further viſit on that head; that 
the next day this deponent waited on Mr. Churchill, 
that this deponent aſkeq him if any harm could come 
to Mr. Wilkes, or this deponent, for the EhSay on 
Woman ; that Mr. Churchill faid there coutd not, 
but for any thing the people in power could dò they 
might be damn'd ; that however he would write to 
Mr. Wilkes, who was then in France. That the 
next application was by Haſſell, the'overſeer of Mr. 
Faden, who deſired this deponent would go to the 
Globe Tavern, as Mr. Faden wanted to ſpeak to this 
deponent on ſome buſineſs ; that this deponent ac- 
cordingly went; that when Faden and this deponent 
were alone, Faden informed him, that Farmer had 
given him a few pages of an E/ay on Woman, which 
the ſaid Faden had thewn to a clergyman, and that 
clergyman to a nobleman, and that if this deponent 
would oblige him with a copy of rhe whole for that 
nobleman, he would be this deponent's friend ; and 


was poſitive, that the perſon, as he was in power, 


would make an ample proviſion for him this depo- 
nent; that this deponent pretended ignorance of the 
whole at this meeting ; that another meeting was 
ſocn after had with the ſaid Faden at the ſaid Globe 
Tavern; that the ſaid Faden promiſed this depo- 
nent he ſhould be taken care of, and it he would give 
the ſaid Faden a copy of the Eſay on Woman, this de- 

nent might have any ſum he named, or any place 
he ſhould name, which it was in their power to get; 
that ſeveral other meetings were had between the ſaid 
Faden and thisdeponent ; that the ſame offers were 
repeated, and ten, twenty, a hundred guineas, or 
any ſum, would be given as a ſecurity that the copy 
ſhould be returned. That Mr. Wilkes was all this 
time in France; that there was a ſtrong report that 


( 245 ) 

Mr. Wilkes intended to proſecute this deponent for 
felony, in having ſtolen a copy of the Efay on Mo- 
mam; that this deponent applied to fee Mr. Wilkes 
on his return from France, and was refuſed by his 
ſervant ; tnat ſoon after the applications to this de- 
ponent were renewed by the ſaid Faden and the ſaid 
Haſſel ; that he was deſired to naine any ſum ; that 
he might depend on being ſupported from any in- 
jury he might apprehend, and firmly rely en being 
protected by thoſe in power; that otherwiſe He 
might be proſecuted for having printed the copy 

that afterwards the reports of this deponent's being 
to be profecuted by Mr. Wilkes for telony gaining 
ground, this deponent in a paſſion went to. the ſaid 

Globe Tavern, ſent for the ſaid Faden, and gave him 
the copy, ſaying, he hoped that he ſhould be taken 
care of, as he found he was not ſafe either in keeping 
or de{troying thecopy ; thatthe ſaid Fadenthen gave 
him five guineas as a ſecurity to. return him the copy, 
and promiſed him protection; that thisdeponent went 
with the ſaid Faden on the ſame evening to the houſe 


of Philip Carteret Webb, Eſq; Solicitor to the 


Treaſury, in Great Queen-ſtreet, where was the 
Rev. Mr. Kidgel; that the ſaid Webb bid this depo- 

nent be eaſy, for that he ſhould be pravided for ; 
that this deponent afterwards for ſeveral weeks lodged 
and boarded. in the ſaid Webb's houſe ; that this de- 

ponent was often told by the ſaid Webb that govern- 
men would take care of him, if he would give evi- 
dence on the trials againſt Mr. Wilkes; that he mult 
remain ſtaunch, and that directions, as to what 
this deponent ſhould ſay on the trials, were given 
him by the ſaid Webb ; that a few days before the 
meeting of the parliament, the ſaid Webb bid the 
ſaid Faden take this deponent out of town ; that ac- 
cordingly the ſaid Faden and this deponent went firſt 
to Hounſlow, then to Hampton Court, and after- 


wards to Knightſbridge, till the time the houſe fat, 


when they went to the Horn Tavern, Weſtminſter, 
where were the ſaid Webb. and K:dgell, and from 
thence to give evidence before the Houſe of Lords; 


(6246). 


that the ſaid Vebb a few days afterwards carried this 
deponent to the Earl of Sandwich, who was then 
Secretary of State; that his Lordſhip ſaid to this de- 
ponent, you have ſaved the nation, and you may 
depend on any thing that is in my power; that this 
deponent ſaid hewas without money; to which his 


Lordſhip replied, he muſt not hear that; that the ſaid 


Webb added, you had no occation to mention that; 
that at the bottom of. his Lordſhip's ſtairs, the faid 
Webb ordered this deponent to go to Mr. Carring- 
ton, one of the King's Meſſengers ; that this depo- 


nent accordingly went to the ſaid Carrington's, who 


gave him a guinea and a half, for which this depo- 
nent gave a receipt in theſe words, for ſubſiſtance, 
for which I ſhall be accountable, or to that effect; that 
the ſame payment of a guinea and a half was conti- 
nued for about twenty five weeks by the ſaid Carring- 
ton; that the ſaid Carrington ſaid the reaſon why he 
took the receipts was, that he was anſwerable to the 
Government for that money; that this deponent was 
aſſured by the ſaid Webb, from time to time, that he 
thould' be amply provided for; that this deponent 
Was afterwards employed by the ſaid Webb, to com- 

promiſe the verdicts with the other printers, which 
this deponent did with the other printers at the ſum 
of one hundred and twenty pounds each ;. that this 
deponent had received nothing from the ſaid Carring- 
ton for ſome time before the verdicts were compro- 
miſed ; that he received for his own ſhare two hun- 
dred and thirty three pounds ſix ſhillings and eight- 
pence, which the ſaid Vebb declared was for the trou- 


ble and fatisfaction for what had been done; that then 


this deponent finding there was no more money 
coming from the ſaid Carrington, and his life being 
made very uneaſy to him at London, retired into the 
North. 


Sworn at the Manſion Houſe, 35 
in London, the 3d of Auguſt, | 

1768, before $2.44 by 
THOMAS HARLEY, Major. 


MICHAEL CURRY. | 
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1 be — advertifement wort: in 2 the papers 
| on the 13th of April. eee 


HE Non rn Barron makes his appeal : 


to the good ſenſe, and to the candour of 


hes Exclien nation. In the preſent. unſettled 


and ffluctuating ſtate of the adminiftration, he is 


really fearful of falling into involuntary errors, 


and he does not wiſh to miſlead, All his rea- 
ſonings have been built on the ſtrong foundation 


of fas; and he is not yet informed of the whole 


interiour ſtate ef government with ſuch minute 


precifion, as now to venture the ſubmitting his 


crude ideas of the preſent political crifis to the 
diſcerning and impartial public. The ScorTi5H 
miniſter has indeed retired, - Is ks influence at 
an end? or does Rx ſtill govern by the + three 
wretched tools of his power? vho, to their inde- 
lible infamy, have ſupported "the moſt odious of 
his meaſures, the late ignominious Peace, and the 
wicked extenſion of the arbitrary mede of Exci/e? 

The paſſages included within che inverted commas are 
the uniy paſſages to which any objection is made in the 1 
FORMATION filed in the King's-Benth. or hae 
val againſt the publiſher, Mr. George Kiarſly. 

＋ The earls of Egremont and Halifax, . cle Eſq; 
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The Nexra Barron has been ſteady in his op- 
poſition to a Angle, inſolent, incapable, . deſpo- 


tic miniſter ;' and is equally ready, in the ſervice 


of his country, to combat the trip/e-beaded, Cer- 


- berean adminiſtration, if the Scor is to aſſume 


that motly form. ' By hIM every arrangement 70 
this Sour has been made, and the notification has 


been as regularly ſent by letter under #1s HAND 


It tberefur ſeems clear to a demonſtration, that 


ux intends only to retire into that ſituation, which 


A held before EE firſt took the ſeals; I mean 
the dictating to every part of the king's admini- 
ſtration. The Nox TH Barron deſires to be un- 


derſtdod, as having pledged himſelf a firm and 


intrepid aſſertor of the rights of his fellow - ſub- 
_ Jed, and of the liberties of MITES \ nod Env- 
LISHMEN. 1 „ pings 8 
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HE King's Speech b has ro 3 con- 


„ ſidered by the legiſlature, and by the 


+ public E. As the e ＋ the. tat] 


Mat n — & * 8 Acc. — 
Y A 


Fas bed ane is . 4 


The King's Speech is always, in this Houſe, c do 2 
Specch of the Miniſters, . -Loxps Debates, vol, 7. p. 413. 


„ 


ä Lord Carteret. 2 CIOS 2 


| for I AM SURE NONE NO unser, vol. 11. P. 96. 


40 e | e 
of parliament, been referred by both houſes to the 
<« conſideration of a committee, and has been ge- 


« nerally canvaſſed with the utmoſt freedom, when 


% the miniſter of the crown has been obnoxious 


« to the nation. The miniſters of this free coun- 


« try, conſcious- of the undoubted privileges of 


e ſo ſpirited a people, and with the terrors of par- 
6& /Jament: before- their eyes, have ever. been cau- 


«4 deus, no -leſs I en to the matter, than 


* \ 
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In den we tale bis Woiefy' 5 Has into ene theagh 
we have beard it from bis exon mouth, yet wwe do not conſider it 


4 bis Majeſty's ſperch, but as the ſpeech of bis"Minifters. p. 425. | 


Anno 7 Geo. II. 2733. Mr, Shippen,' +, 
I believe it has always been granted, that the ſpeeches from * 


1 are the Art of miniſters i Ped * that dupe 


„ 


a * comaiend in them; _ even nition doors SY are pretty 
- free in their remarks upon them: 1 belieue no Gentleman bere is ige 


norant - of the reception the ſpeech from the Throne, at- the cloſe 
of laft Mon, met with from the nation = gas”. Commons 
Debates; vol. . page 5. SY 


Anno 13 Geo. II. 1739. Ma We now Earl | of F Baths © | 
* His Majefly mentions beats and enimofities. ,_ Sir, I don't. know 


wobo drezw,up this ſpeech z but. 0hoever he aua, he ſhould have 
ſpared that expreſſion : I wiſh: be had drawn. a weil over the beats _ 
and animefities that muſt be. owned oxex ſubſifted upon this bead * 
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- e expreſiont, of guete, which they have 
_ 4 adviſed the ſovereign to make from the. throne, 
r at che geri of each felon, They well knew 
Fo ** than 6n.* honeſt houſe of parliament, true to 
> «« their truſt, could not fail to detect the fallaci | 
<*, ous arts, or to remonſtrate againſt the daring 
acts of violence, committed. by any miniſter. 
. The Speech. at the cle of the ſeſſion has ever 
t been conſidered. as the moſt /ceare method of | 
4 lgating- the ſavourire court creed among 
be the walpars: becauſe the parli⸗ 


- +a 


l the conſtitutional guardian of the ene of 
<< the people, has in this caſe. no opportunity of 


, remonſtrating, or of Ong. * Withed 
44 * of the crown. 


« This week 8 the public the motta- 

. bendaned nfiance of miniſterial effrontery ever 
— w de impoſed on mankind. The | 
* miniPer « perth vf i Tueſdzy, Is tiot w be pe- 1 
eee ee Lam iu 


* The 6 of Commons in an A 
pace of high ayſon, vu brber high thimes and meſuemea- 
wh Robert B, OxronD, dvd B Mon Turn, 
| Anticleas, in for \barwing-eorrdpred che | ſacral fountain of trerb, | 
* vn pur faifeboeds hn ae muff Majefiy, in Jeveral ſpeeches N 
wwe. Vide Vol, ES, TIE ar S 
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_ © dogbs whether the impoſition i is greater: on the 
| 5 ſovereign, ar on the nation. Every friend of | 
his country muſt lawent that à prince of fs: = 
„ many great and andable qualities, hom Beg. 


0 land: truly reveres, can. be brought te give the 
e ſanction of his ſacred name ta the meſt odious 


o LF " 
5 
» 


„ meaſyres, and to the moſt unjuſtiß able, publia 


declarations, from à throne ever repqwned for 
« truth, honour, and unſullisd virtve“ I am 


Gare, all foreigners, eſpecially the king of Pruſſa, 


will hold the miniſtex in contempr.and abhorrence. 
He has made our ſovereigu declate, My ærpecla- 
mien ba ve bern full anſawered by the baggy effects 
which the ſeveral allies of my cron have derived 
| from this Au meaſure of the definitive Treaty. 


The PaWers at war with my good breather, the King of 


Pruffie, have been 'Fdutid J in agnee'to" ſuch rerms of 


accommadation, ds that great priuck has approved; 


and the ſaccgſi Which has arlendid my negbriatiau, has 


neeeffarily and immediately tiffuſet the | bleffings of 


eact thrauph every fart of  Eiitepe:” The infamous 
fallacy of this whole ſentence is. apparent to all 


_ mankind: fot it is known, chat che King- of 
Pruſſia did not barely ver bot zabfslotely dic - 
rated, as conqueror, every article of the terms of 
peace, No adyantage of- an "kind bas accrued | 


ta that magngnimaus prince from ar negaciation, 
but he was baſely deſerted by the Seni al 
Ns OS TG 
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3 miniſter of England. He was known by every 
court in Europe to be ſcarcely on better terms of 
| friendſhip here, than at Vienna 3 and he was be- 
trayed by us in the treaty of peace. f What a 
ſtrain of inſolence, therefore, is it in a miniſter 
to lay claim to what he is conſcious all his ef 
> forts tended to prevent, and meanly to arrogate 
to himſelf a ſhare 3 in the fame and glory of one 
of the greateſt princes the world has ever ſeen? 
The king of Pruſſia, however, has gloriouſſy 
kept all his former conqueſts, and fipulated ſecu- 
| rity for all his allies, even for the elector of Ha- 
nover. I know in what light this great prince is 
| conſidered in Europe, and 1 in what manner he has 
been treated here; among other reaſons, per- 
haps, from ſome contemptucus expreſſions he 
may have uſed of the Scot © expreſſions which 
are every day ecchoed by the whole body of Eng- 
4 * N the ſouthern part of this iſland. 
| The Prolininary Articles of Peace v were | ſuch 25 
have drawn the contempt of mankind on our 
wretched negotiators. : All our moſt valuable 
conqueſts were agreed to be reſtored, and the 
aß. India company would have been infallibly 
ruined by a üingle article of this fallacious and 
baneful negotiation, No hireling of the mini- 
ſer has been hardy enough to diſpute this; yet 
7 miniſter himſelf has made our fovereign de- 


—— 


Ne 45. THE NORTH BRITON. . * 
clare, the ſati faction ewhich hs felt at the approach- 


ing re-eflabliſpment of peace upon conditions ſo honour- 
able to bis crown, and ſo beneficial to his people. As 
to the entire approbaticn of parliament, which is ſo 


vainly boaſted of, the world knows how that was 


obtained. The large debt on the Civil Liss, al- 


ready above half a year in arrear, ſhews pretty 


elearly the tranſactions of the winter. It is, 


however, remarkable, that the miniſter's ſpeech 
dwells on the entire approbation given by parlia- 


ment to the Preliminary Articles, which I will ven- 
ture to ſay, he mull by this time be aſhamed of; 
for he has been brought to confeſs the total want 


of chat knowledge, accuracy, and preciſion, by 


which ſuch immenſe advantages both of trade 
and territory, were ſacrificed to our inveterate 
enemies. Theſe groſs blunders are,, indeed, in 
| ſome meaſure ſet right by the Definitive 75 reaty 3 
yet, the moſt important articles, relative to c 
ons, commerce, and the Fiouery, remain as they 
were, with reſpect to the French. T he proud and 
feeble Spaniard too does not RE NOUNCE, but only 


\DES1STS from all pretenſions, which he may have 


formed, 70 the right of Fit ing—where ? only a- 

| bout the i/and of NewrOunvuLaND—till a fa- 
vourable opportunity ariſes of inſting on it, 
theres as: well as debe. 7 


r 
» 
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The miniſter cannot forbear, even in the 

King: Speech, - inſulting us with a dull repeti- 
tion of the word c P did nos expect 

* ſo ſoon to have ſeen that word again, after it 

had been ſo lately exploded, and more than 
once, by a moſt numerous audience, Be off 
e the ſtage of our Engliſh theatres, E is held 
_ *©1n-dentfion+by the waice- of the prople, and every 
. tongue loudly. proclaims the univenſal con- 
* tempt, in which theſe empty profeiions are 
* held "by rhir nation. Let the public be in- 
« formed of à ſingle inſtance of wzconomy,” except 
indeed in the houſhold.” Is a regiment, which 
was compleated as to its compliment of - officers 
on the Tugſday, and broke on the 'Thur/day, a 
proof of ætonony “ Is the pay of the Scortifh 
Maſter Elliot to be voted by an Exgliſs parlia - 
ment, under the head of economy?" Ts this, among 
a thouſand others, one of the convincing proofs 
of a firm reſoletion to form government-on 4 plan 
of firi economy ? Is it not notorious, that in the 
reduction of the army, not the leaſt attention 
Has been paid to it. Many unneceſſary expences 
have been incurred, only to encreaſe the power 
of the crown, that is, to ereate more luerative 
jobs for the creatures of the miniſter? The alf 
indeed is broke, but the diſcerning part of man- 
kind immediately comprehended the mean ſub- 


\ 


3 
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terfuge, and reſented the indignity put upon ſo 
brav an officer;, as marſbal Ligonier, That flop 
was taken to give the whole power of the army 
to the. crown, that is, to the miniſter. Lord 
Eigenier is now no- longer at the head of the ar- 


found ſtill ta be obtained by hit enormous in- 
ffluence, and to be beſtowed only on the creatures 


of the Scoteiſt faction. The nation is. ſtill in the 
fame deplorable ſtate, while & governs, and can 
make the tools of hit power purſue the ſame o- 
dious meaſures. Such a retreat, as he intends, 
can only mean that perſonal indemnity, which, 


1 I hope, guilt will never find from an injured na- 
tion. The negotiations of the late inglorious 


peace, and the exci/e, will haunt him, wherever 


| he goes, and the terrors of the juſt reſentment, 


which he muſt be to meet from a brave and in- | 
ſalted people, and which muſt finally cruſh him, 
enen as | 


788 55 vain will ach a ie or the foul "Ig 
X of his power, the tools of corruption and deſ- 


4 potiſm, preach up in the ſpeech that ſpirit con- 
card, and that obedience to the laws, which is ef 


. ſential:to gend erde. Tgey have ſent. the /pivi 
A diſcord:through the land, and Lill prophecy 
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. To: 


that it will never be extinguiſhed, but by the 
*. extinction of their power. Is.the ſpirir of cen 
cord to go hand in hand with the Prack and 
« Exciss thro' this ination ? Is it to be expected 
between an-infolent'Excis8MAN,. and a peer, 

&* pentleman, freebolder, or farmer, whoſe private 
« houſes are now! made liable to be entered and 
« ſearched at pleaſare? Glauceſterſbire, Herefordſbire, 


and in general all the Cyder counties, are not ſure- 


« 1y the /overa/counties which are alluded to in the 


« ſpeech. The ſpirit of concord hath not gone forth 
„among them; but the /pirit of liberty has, and 
a noble oppoſition has been given to the wicked 


inſtruments of oppreſſion. A nation as ſenſible 
as the Engliſh, will ſee that a ſpirit of concord, 


« when they are oppreſſed, means a tame ſubmiſ- 


ſion to injury, and that a /pirit liberty ought 


then to ariſe, and J am ſure ever will, in pro- 


*. portion to the weight of the grievance they feel. 
Every legal attempt of a con rary tendency to the - 
24 ſpirit of concerd will be deemed: a juſtifiable ro- 
„ ſiſtance, warranted hr ag Sa i 2 the eg 
0 eee | 


" A defpotic modes will always endeavour to 
« dazzle his prince with high flown ideas of the 
66: | ' prerogative and honour of the crown,. which the 
* && mipifter will make a parade of firmly maintain- 


4 
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« ing. I wiſh as much as any man in the king- 


dom to ſee the honour of the crown maintained in 


« a manner truly becoming Royalty; I lament to 
« ſee it ſunk even to proſtitution. What a ſhame 
« was it to ſee the ſecurity of this country, in 
« point of military force, complimented - away, 


« contrary to the opinion of Royalty itſelf, and 
* ſacrificed to the prejudices and to the ignorance 


05 of a ſet of people, the moſt unfit from every 


/ 8 conſideration to be conſulted on a matter rela- 
tive to the ſecurity of the houſe of Hanover S L 


with to ſee rhe boncur of the crown:religiouly aſ- 


ſerted with regard to our allies, and the dignity 
of it ſcrupulouſly maintained with regard to fo- 
. reign princes. Is it poſſible ſuch. an indignity 
can have happened, ſuch a ſacrifice of the honour 
of the crown of England, as that a miniſter ſhould 
| already have kiſſed his majeſty? s hand on being 


appointed to the moſt inſolent and ungrateful 


court in the world, without a previous aſſurance 


of that reciprocal nomination which the meaneſt 
court in Europe would inſiſt upon, before ſhe. 
proceeded to an act otherwiſe ſo derogatory to her 


honour? But Ele&oral Policy has ever been obſe- 


quious to the court of Vienna, and forgets the in- 
ſolence with which coxnr-Colloredo left England: 
Upon a principle of [digniry, and ceconomy, lord 
Stormont, a Scgettiſo peer of the loyal houſe of 


Wednekday 3 in ths. Baer wer; 105 this f igno- 
minious aft bas not yet diſgraced the nation 
in the \London Gazette, The miniſtry are not 
aſhamed of doing the thing in private; they 
are only afraid of the publication. _ Was it a 
render regard for the gese- of the late king, 
or of his preſent majeſty,” that invited .to court 
F td George Sackvill, in theſe 2 days of Peace, 
1 So, ſhare in. the general ſatisfaction, which all 
= good courtiers received in the indignity offered 
to lord Ligonier, and on the advancement of — 2 
| Was this to ſhew princely gratitude to the eminent 
fervices of the accompliſhed general of the houſe 
of Brunſwic, Who has had ſo great a ſhare i in re- 
ſeuing EF wrope from the yoke of Trance; ; and whole 
nephew we hope ſoon to ſee made happy ir in the 
oſſeſſion of the moſt amiable princess in the world? 
Or, is it meant to aſſert the honour of the crown . 
only againſt the united withes 2 loyal and affec- 
monate people, founded ina happy, experience « ol 
| 25 talents, ability, integrity, and virtue of thoſe, 
ho have had the glory of redeeming their coun- 
175 ee en ruin, in order to ſupport, 
by every: art. of. corruption and intimidation, a 
nnn "Imcapable- ſet f F wil call 
them any thing hut Deb of — i. dee _— 


1 * 24 ne to. Noi en 
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a rod Xx iron. ra 

The Stuart line * ever been lend with 
the Naviſh doctrines of the alli independent, 
unlimited power of the crown. Some of that line 
were ſo weakly adviſed, as to endeayour to reduce 
tem into practice: But the Engliſh nation was tod 
ſplrited 2 baer the leaſt encroachment on n the 


N 


4. . 14 3 


” Kats i ea we „ fri Tong of this 


« country ;/ but is inveſted by law with the 
« Whole cue” power. He i is, however, re- 
a ſponkble « to his people for the due execution of 
44 the royal functions, in the choice of miniſters, 
«Fc. equally with the meaneſt of his ſubjedhs m 
i this partieatar duty. The perſonal character 
of our preſent atrfiabte fovercign makes us eaſy 
| an happy that 10 great a power + lodge ih hich 
- hanfs; bat the hui his yiven doo uf ca, 
| for him to efcape che general oem. The e. 
regatior of the erown is 'to exert the conltite- 
N enwabed 4o b vr, wot of 
— of Juntes 5,710 his Bhi purtimnvit, 
March 22, 460g, ate the following words; N n 2 
SERVANT is moſt true — 1 woill ncuer be dh % to cabfefs:it - 


I principal bonaur, to be hf, GREAT. r 
commonwealth, Journals of e Vol. I. 


p. 145. 


— e u this kingdom ak 
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blind Sig: 454 partiality, but of wiſdom and- 
| judgment, This is the ſpirit. of our conſtitution, 

Tbe people too have their prerogative, and, I 
hope, the fine words of Daxvuy ill be. * 

ven on our hearts, 8 

Y NOT i whe. engl fue, Preoguie, 


Wes p OLA «4 1 
Ib + >». % * I: . N Sick | 2 — * I f 


re 0 the 1 NORTH BRITON. 
. | 

Pleaſe” to Hate the — fact, which 4 is-of a 
nature almoſt entirely new, and I. will ſoon 
trouble you with my obſervations on fo remark- 


"bd propeading: 8 
1 5 


By che Right How: WELBORE ELLIS: 

bs I His  Majefty's Secretary at War, 

F Aving received his Majeſty's commands, do 
hereby. diſcharge AnTawoxy NicyoLs, | 

a. | private. man, from the Coldfream regiment. af” 


i « 
* 


5 ö : foot-guards, commanded by General James Lord 


Traawrar, from any N e in the lame 
7 under my «hi and ſeal, at the Wan 
6 Torre een day of March 1763. 
R A „ FP © * * . W. ELLIS. 
= 17 bis wks? 5 e, civil and Cane 
HE 3 whom Ry concern, IR 5 | , [F- 
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By the ArxTicLes or Wax, Sect. 3c 15 Pe 


After a non-commiſſioned officer, or Joldier, fhall bave p 
been duly enliſted, and ſworn, he ſball not be diſa 
miſſed our ſervice, without a diſcharge in writing 3 
and no diſcharge granted to him fhall he allowed of 
a: ſufficient, which is not figned by a Field. Officer of 
the Regiment into which he was enliſted; or com- 
manding Meer, avbere no F ield TOs E the regiment 


is in Great Britain. 


( 
Quere. Is the deen at War a Field Officer? 
or what TOY is he? 8 gun 
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